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‘‘(1) GULF OF MEXICO PROGRAM OFFICE.— 
‘‘(A) REESTABLISHMENT.—The Program Of-

fice established before the date of enactment 
of this section by the Administrator is rees-
tablished as an office of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The Program Office 
shall be— 

‘‘(i) headed by a Director who, by reason of 
management experience and technical exper-
tise relating to the Gulf of Mexico, is highly 
qualified to direct the development of plans 
and programs on a variety of Gulf of Mexico 
issues, as determined by the Administrator; 
and 

‘‘(ii) located in a State all or a portion of 
the coastline of which is on the Gulf of Mex-
ico. 

‘‘(C) FUNCTIONS.—The Program Office 
shall— 

‘‘(i) coordinate the actions of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency with the actions 
of the appropriate officials of other Federal 
agencies and State and local authorities in 
developing strategies— 

‘‘(I) to improve the water quality and liv-
ing resources in the Gulf of Mexico eco-
system; and 

‘‘(II) to obtain the support of appropriate 
officials; 

‘‘(ii) in cooperation with appropriate Fed-
eral, State, and local authorities, assist in 
developing and implementing specific action 
plans to carry out the Program; 

‘‘(iii) coordinate and implement priority 
State-led and community-led restoration 
plans and projects, and facilitate science, re-
search, modeling, monitoring, data collec-
tion, and other activities that support the 
Program through the provision of grants 
under subsection (d); 

‘‘(iv) implement outreach programs for 
public information, education, and participa-
tion to foster stewardship of the resources of 
the Gulf of Mexico; 

‘‘(v) develop and make available, through 
publications, technical assistance, and other 
appropriate means, information pertaining 
to the environmental quality and living re-
sources of the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem; 

‘‘(vi) serve as the liaison with, and provide 
information to, the Mexican members of the 
Gulf of Mexico States Accord and Mexican 
counterparts of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency; and 

‘‘(vii) focus the efforts and resources of the 
Program Office on activities that will result 
in measurable improvements to water qual-
ity and living resources of the Gulf of Mexico 
ecosystem. 

‘‘(c) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS.—The Ad-
ministrator may enter into 1 or more inter-
agency agreements with other Federal agen-
cies to carry out this section. 

‘‘(d) GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with the 

Program, the Administrator, acting through 
the Program Office, may provide grants to 
nonprofit organizations, State and local gov-
ernments, colleges, universities, interstate 
agencies, and individuals to carry out this 
section for use in— 

‘‘(A) monitoring the water quality and liv-
ing resources of the Gulf of Mexico eco-
system; 

‘‘(B) researching the effects of natural and 
human-induced environmental changes on 
the water quality and living resources of the 
Gulf of Mexico ecosystem; 

‘‘(C) developing and executing cooperative 
strategies that address the water quality and 
living resource needs in the Gulf of Mexico 
ecosystem; 

‘‘(D) developing and implementing locally 
based protection and restoration programs 

or projects within a watershed that com-
plement those strategies, including the cre-
ation, restoration, protection, or enhance-
ment of habitat associated with the Gulf of 
Mexico ecosystem; and 

‘‘(E) eliminating or reducing nonpoint 
sources that discharge pollutants that con-
taminate the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem, in-
cluding activities to eliminate leaking septic 
systems and construct connections to local 
sewage systems. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of any project or activity carried 
out using a grant provided under this section 
shall not exceed 75 percent, as determined by 
the Administrator. 

‘‘(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Administra-
tive costs in the form of salaries, overhead, 
or indirect costs for services provided and 
charged against programs or projects carried 
out using funds made available through a 
grant under this subsection shall not exceed 
15 percent of the amount of the grant. 

‘‘(e) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than De-

cember 30, 2009, and annually thereafter, the 
Director of the Program Office shall submit 
to the Administrator and make available to 
the public a report that describes— 

‘‘(A) each project and activity funded 
under this section during the previous fiscal 
year; 

‘‘(B) the goals and objectives of those 
projects and activities; and 

‘‘(C) the net benefits of projects and activi-
ties funded under this section during pre-
vious fiscal years. 

‘‘(2) ASSESSMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than April 30, 

2011, and every 5 years thereafter, the Ad-
ministrator, in coordination with the Gulf of 
Mexico Executive Council, shall complete an 
assessment, and submit to Congress a com-
prehensive report on the performance, of the 
Program. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The assessment and 
report described in subparagraph (A) shall— 

‘‘(i) assess the overall state of the Gulf of 
Mexico ecosystem; 

‘‘(ii) compare the current state of the Gulf 
of Mexico ecosystem with a baseline assess-
ment; 

‘‘(iii) include specific measures to assess 
any improvements in water quality and liv-
ing resources of the Gulf of Mexico eco-
system; 

‘‘(iv) assess the effectiveness of the Pro-
gram management strategies being imple-
mented, and the extent to which the priority 
needs of the region are being met through 
that implementation; and 

‘‘(v) make recommendations for the im-
proved management of the Program, includ-
ing strengthening strategies being imple-
mented or adopting improved strategies. 

‘‘(f) BUDGET ITEM.—The Administrator, in 
the annual submission to Congress of the 
budget of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, shall include a funding line item re-
quest for the Program Office as a separate 
budget line item. 

‘‘(g) LIMITATION ON REGULATORY AUTHOR-
ITY.—Nothing in this section establishes any 
new legal or regulatory authority of the Ad-
ministrator other than the authority to pro-
vide grants in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section, to remain available 
until expended— 

‘‘(1) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2010; 
‘‘(2) $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2011; and 
‘‘(3) $25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2012 

through 2014.’’. 

SA 4299. Mr. INOUYE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 4899, making sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 41, line 14, insert before the colon 
the following: ‘‘or may be retained in the 
‘Construction, Major Projects’ account and 
used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for 
such major medical facility projects (as de-
fined under section 8104(a) of title 38, United 
States Code) that have been authorized by 
law as the Secretary considers appropriate’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on May 27, 
2010, at 9:30 a.m. in room 328A of the 
Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, May 27, 2010, at 
9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
May 27, 2010, at 10 a.m., in room 253 of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on May 27, 2010. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Building a 
Secure Future for Multiemployer Pen-
sion Plans’’ on May 27, 2010. The hear-
ing will commence at 2 p.m., in room 
430 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
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to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on May 27, 2010, at 10 a.m., in SD– 
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct an executive business 
meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on May 
27, 2010. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 27, 2010 at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION 
POLICY, AND CONSUMER RIGHTS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition 
Policy, and Consumer Rights, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate, on May 27, 2010, at 2:15 
p.m., in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘The United/Conti-
nental Airlines Merger: How Will Con-
sumers Fare?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXTENSION OF ANTITRUST CRIMI-
NAL PENALTY ENHANCEMENT 
AND REFORM ACT OF 2004 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of H.R. 5330, 
which was received from the House and 
is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5330) to amend the Antitrust 

Criminal Penalty Enhancement and Reform 
Act of 2004 to extend the operation of such 
Act, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the Senate today will ex-
tend the Antitrust Criminal Penalty 
Enhancement and Reform Act of 2004, 
ACPERA, for an additional 10 years. 
This legislation ensures that the Jus-
tice Department will have the tools it 
needs to effectively prosecute criminal 
antitrust cartels for years to come. I 
thank Senator KOHL for his hard work 
in securing passage of this important 
legislation. 

I have long supported vigorous en-
forcement of the antitrust laws. 

ACPERA provides a necessary com-
plement to the Justice Department’s 
highly successful corporate leniency 
program by limiting civil damages re-
coverable against a party who submits 
an application for leniency. Without 
this legislation, potential leniency ap-
plicants could be deterred from self-re-
porting antitrust violations that other-
wise would result in significant crimi-
nal prosecutions. 

I would have preferred that ACPERA 
be permanently reauthorized. Even so, 
a 10-year extension ensures that the 
Justice Department can still provide 
applicants with certainty that the 
rules of the game will not suddenly 
shift underneath them. ACPERA’s in-
centives are critical to the Justice De-
partment’s criminal antitrust enforce-
ment efforts, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work to provide the Anti-
trust Division to ensure it has the re-
sources necessary to protect con-
sumers. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the bill be read three times and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5330) was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

f 

ORDER FOR PRINTING—H.R. 4173 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that H.R. 4173, as passed by the 
Senate on May 20, 2010, be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING PRODUCTION OF 
RECORDS 

AMERICAN EAGLE DAY 

SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL PRADER- 
WILLI SYNDROME AWARENESS 
MONTH 

SUPPORTING INCREASED MARKET 
ACCESS FOR EXPORTS OF U.S. 
BEEF AND BEEF PRODUCTS 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the en 
bloc consideration of the following 
Senate resolutions: S. Res. 542, S. Res. 
543, S. Res. 544, and S. Res. 545. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolutions be agreed to, the 
preambles be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table en 
bloc, and any statements related to the 
resolutions be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations 
of the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs has re-
ceived requests from Federal and State 
government entities seeking access to 
records that the subcmmittee obtained 
during its recent investigation into 
Wall Street and the financial crisis of 
2008, examining the role of mortgage 
lenders, bank regulators, credit rating 
agencies, and investment banks in 
causing the crisis. 

S. Res. 545 would authorize the chair-
man and ranking minority member of 
the Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations, acting jointly, to provide 
records, obtained by the subcommittee 
in the course of its investigation, in re-
sponse to these requests and to other 
government entities and officials with 
a legitimate need for the records. 

The resolution (S. Res. 543) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 545 

Whereas, the Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations of the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs con-
ducted an investigation into Wall Street and 
the financial crisis of 2008, examining the 
role of mortgage lenders, bank regulators, 
credit rating agencies, and investment banks 
in causing the crisis; 

Whereas, the Subcommittee has received 
requests from federal and state government 
entities for access to records of the Sub-
committee’s investigation; 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
can, by administrative or judicial process, be 
taken from such control or possession but by 
permission of the Senate; 

Whereas, when it appears that evidence 
under the control or in the possession of the 
Senate is needed for the promotion of jus-
tice, the Senate will take such action as will 
promote the ends of justice consistent with 
the privileges of the Senate: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Chairman and Ranking 
Minority Member of the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, acting jointly, are authorized 
to provide to law enforcement officials, regu-
latory agencies, and other entities or indi-
viduals duly authorized by federal, state, or 
foreign governments, records of the Sub-
committee’s investigation into Wall Street 
and the financial crisis of 2008, examining 
the role of mortgage lenders, bank regu-
lators, credit rating agencies, and invest-
ment banks in causing the crisis. 

The resolution (S. Res. 542) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 542 

Whereas on June 20, 1782, the bald eagle 
was officially designated as the national em-
blem of the United States by the founding fa-
thers at the Second Continental Congress; 
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