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URGING INDIVIDUAL AND 
COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, this week 
is National Hurricane Preparedness Week and 
I encourage all Americans to ensure they are 
prepared in the event of a hurricane or other 
natural disaster. 

Officials at all levels of government are 
working to ensure they are prepared to re-
spond to any disaster that may impact their 
areas. However, disaster preparedness is not 
only a government responsibility. Individuals 
and families have an important role to play as 
well. 

Individuals should make a disaster pre-
paredness kit with items like water, nonperish-
able food, a first aid kit, flashlights, medica-
tions, and copies of important documents. The 
Florida Division of Emergency Management in 
my home State has a website, 
www.floridadisaster.org, which is a great re-
source for disaster planning. Other States pro-
vide these resources as well. Individuals can 
also visit Ready.gov and Hurricanes.gov for 
additional information. 

Madam Speaker, the time to prepare is 
now. I urge all Americans to take these simple 
steps to get prepared to weather the storm. 

COMMEMORATING JEWISH 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Jewish American Heritage 
Month. This May marks the fifth Jewish Amer-
ican Heritage Month, a month that highlights 
the many contributions of the Jewish American 
community. In 2006, we celebrated the first 
Jewish American Heritage Month after the dili-
gent work of Congresswoman DEBBIE 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ led to the passage of 
the Jewish American Heritage Month Resolu-
tion in 2005. 

While the Jewish American community con-
tributes to our country each and every day, 
this month is a special time to recognize and 
teach about the achievements of Jewish 
Americans. For over 350 years, the Jewish 
Community has contributed to our rich, di-
verse, and shared culture in this country. De-
spite the long history of Jews in the United 
States, Judaism as a culture is not widely un-
derstood by all Americans and instances of 
anti-Jewish prejudices unfortunately do occur. 

This month, events are happening all over 
the Nation to celebrate Jewish American Herit-
age Month by promoting awareness of Jewish 
Americans’ traditions and impacts. Jewish 
American Heritage Month provides all of us 
with an opportunity to learn more about the 
Jewish people and dispel misconceptions. 

Last winter, the Daniel Pearl Education Cen-
ter sponsored a trip for 70 teenagers from 
Middlesex County in New Jersey to visit the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. The stu-
dents, from all different backgrounds, had the 
opportunity to visit the museum and hear from 
a holocaust survivor. I also offered remarks at 
this event to echo the life and death impor-
tance of tolerance and understanding. 

The United States is a country of millions of 
people from countless distinct backgrounds. It 
is because of the values and freedoms inher-
ent in our society, that so many diverse cul-
tures are able to find success here. I am 
pleased to join my colleague in the House of 
Representatives tonight in honoring the many 
successes of Jewish Americans. 

f 

IN HONOR OF AND RECOGNITION 
OF THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE CROATIAN AMERICAN ASSO-
CIATION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker and Col-
leagues, I rise today in honor and recognition 
of the 20th anniversary of the Croatian Amer-
ican Association, which was celebrated on 
Saturday, May 15th in Chicago, Illinois. 

For twenty years, the Croatian American As-
sociation, a non-partisan organization, has 
sought to bring the interests and concerns of 
Croatian Americans to the attention of Con-

gress and the Administration. The Croatian 
American community is vibrant and strong in 
Cleveland, Chicago and throughout our nation. 
Croatian Americans have made significant 
contributions to all levels of culture and society 
and have made our nation a better place. 

The Croatian American Association is fo-
cused on rallying members of Congress to 
support the process of democratic develop-
ment in Croatia, and providing education to 
the American people on the significance of 
supporting democracy in Croatia. For twenty 
years, members and leaders within the Asso-
ciation have created vital partnerships with 
Congressional and Senate leaders, with mem-
bers of the press, and with leaders of numer-
ous cultural and political organizations 
throughout the country. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honor 
and recognition of all Americans of Croatian 
heritage, and the members of the Croatian 
American Association, as they celebrate 20 
years of advancing democracy in Croatia. As 
United States citizens whose origins span the 
globe, we must work to preserve and foster 
bonds of friendship, support, and peace here 
at home and in the nations of our origin. 
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HONORING FAIRFIELD BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Fairfield Baptist Church has been 

and continues to be a beacon of light to our 
county for the past 125 years; and 

Whereas, Pastor Micheal Benton and the 
members of the Fairfield Baptist Church family 
today continue to uplift and inspire those in 
our county; and 

Whereas, the Fairfield Baptist Church family 
has been and continues to be a place where 
citizens are touched spiritually, mentally and 
physically through outreach ministries and 
community partnership to aid in building up 
our district; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
Church of God has given hope to the hope-
less, fed the needy and empowered our com-
munity for the past 125 years by preaching the 
gospel, singing the gospel and living the gos-
pel; and 

Whereas, Fairfield has produced many spir-
itual warriors, people of compassion, people of 
great courage, fearless leaders and servants 
to all, but most of all visionaries who have 
shared not only with their Church, but with 
DeKalb County and the world their passion to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Fairfield Bap-
tist Church family on their 125th Anniversary 
and for their leadership and service to our Dis-
trict; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, JR., do hereby proclaim May 16, 2010, 
as Fairfield Baptist Church Day in the Fourth 
Congressional District. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN GLESS, 2010 

FATHER OF THE YEAR RECIPIENT 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate an individual from 
my Congressional District who will be pre-
sented with the 2010 Father of the Year 
Award next week in Riverside, California. 

The purpose of the Father of the Year 
Awards is to honor fathers who have remained 
a positive role model for their children while 
also making a positive difference in their com-
munity. 

John Gless is one of those fathers. He has 
been married to his wife Janet for 52 years, 
and has four children and 11 grandchildren. 
As owner and founder of Gless Ranch, John 
has been an active member of the California 
farming community and avid supporter of nu-
merous charitable organizations. 

I am proud to call John a fellow community 
member and American. And today, I add my 
voice to the many who will be congratulating 
him on this well-deserved recognition. 

f 

HONORING THE DECEASED MA-
RINE CORPORAL JEFFREY JOHN-
SON OF TOMBALL 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and honor Marine Cor-
poral Jeffrey Johnson of Tomball, TX, part of 
the 3rd Battalion 1st Marines, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, who was killed on May 11, 2010, while 
on foot patrol by an improvised explosive de-
vice south of Marjah in the Garmsir District of 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He was 21 
years old. 

In 2007, after graduating from Waller High 
School, Corporal Johnson accepted the call to 
become one of the few and the proud as a 
Marine. In doing so, he joined a family legacy 
of service to America, with grandfathers hav-
ing served in the Navy and Air Force and four 
of his uncles in the National Guard. 

His family, friends, and fellow Marines recall 
Corporal Johnson as a smart, humorous, lov-
ing, and hard working person. His father, 
Jerry, said that his son loved being a Marine 
and believed strongly in America’s fight for 
freedom and against terrorists overseas. 

Corporal Johnson leaves behind a wife, 
Katy, his parents, grandparents, three siblings, 
and many other family members. He also 
leaves behind a very proud community. The 
people of Tomball and Magnolia, Texas, lined 
the streets of town to welcome this man 
home, and stand today behind his family and 
support them in their grief. 

Madam Speaker, the Bible says in John 
15:13, ‘‘Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends.’’ 
Corporal Johnson paid the ultimate price for 
his fellow Marines, his wife and family, and 

this country. May we, as the House of Rep-
resentatives, never forget that our freedoms 
are given by almighty God and secured by our 
Armed Forces, one soldier at a time. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JESSE CLIFTON 
ALPHIN, SR., FOR HIS 90TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jesse Clifton Alphin, Sr., for his 
continued service to his community, county 
and state. 

Jesse Alphin has been my friend for many 
years, and I am pleased to be able to honor 
him in recognition of his 90th birthday. Jesse 
had held many important posts throughout his 
career, including Rotary Club president, mem-
ber and chairman of the Harnett County Board 
of Commissioners, and, notably, the less for-
mal position as a prominent businessman and 
leader in Harnett County. 

A resident of Dunn, North Carolina, Jesse 
established Alphin Brothers, Inc. in 1947 and 
has since grown this small family-owned gen-
eral store into a federally inspected meat man-
ufacturer and food distributor. Alphin Brothers, 
Inc. provides meat to both small mom-n-pops 
diners and drive-ins and large distributors and 
corporate food conglomerates, testimony to its 
success in the food distribution business. Jes-
se’s integral business leadership in Harnett 
County has resulted in hundreds of jobs and 
opportunities for fellow North Carolinians, in 
addition to quality food and service for over 50 
years. 

Jesse’s strong presence in the business 
community is matched by his leadership in his 
church, his community, and as a dedicated 
family man. His philanthropic endeavors in-
clude work with the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill, Campbell University, and 
other civic projects to foster the local school 
system. Jesse’s untiring commitment to his 
wife of over 69 years, Allene, and his children 
make him a man to be admired. It is a true 
testament of a man’s success to look at the 
success of his family, and I can honestly say 
his family has sure shown him to be a mighty 
successful man. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me today in recognizing Jesse Clifton 
Alphin, Sr., a man who truly lived the Amer-
ican dream and is still living it. A great friend 
to me and to North Carolina, I take the time 
today to wish Jesse a happy birthday and 
many more. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on May 
6, 2010, I was unavoidably detained and was 
unable to record my vote for rollcall No. 302. 

Had I been present I would have voted: Roll-
call No. 302: ‘‘yes’’—Honoring the workers 
who perished on the Deepwater Horizon off-
shore oil platform in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana, extending condolences to 
their families, and recognizing the valiant ef-
forts of emergency response workers at the 
disaster site. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, unfortunately, I missed the following 
recorded votes on the House floor the legisla-
tive week of Tuesday, May 18, 2010. 

For Tuesday, May 18, 2010, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘No’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 273 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H.R. 2288), ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 274 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H.R. 4614), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 
275 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1327). 

For Wednesday, May 19, 2010, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 276 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H.R. 1514), ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 277 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H.R. 5325), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 
278 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1325), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 279 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1362), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 280 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H.R. 5099), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 
281 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 403), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 282 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1292), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 283 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1364). 

For Thursday, May 20, 2010, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 284 (on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H.R. 5327), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 285 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1256), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 286 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1336), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 287 (on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Res. 1361), ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 288 (on ordering the previous question on 
H. Res. 1363), ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 289 
(on agreeing to H. Res. 1363), ‘‘aye’’ on roll-
call vote No. 290 (on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree to H.R. 5128). 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
THE GREATER CLEVELAND 
PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL SO-
CIETY 25TH ANNUAL POLICE ME-
MORIAL COMMEMORATION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of the Greater 
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