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proposed with Jim Cooper required that at 
least one town hall style public meeting 
would be held in each of the nation’s federal 
reserve districts. One meeting that is 
Webcast from Washington once a month is 
not adequate. To date, I am unable to locate 
any information concerning the working 
groups on your Web site. It is my under-
standing that the bulk of policy proposals 
will be developed during these working 
groups’ closed sessions. At the very least, I 
encourage you to publicize and Webcast all 
commission activities, and publicly post 
meeting minutes and documents as soon as 
possible. 

Secondly, I am very concerned that the 
commission has been structured in a manner 
that will make it difficult for you to succeed, 
and even doom it to failure. I cannot over-
state the importance of your work. Your rec-
ommendations will define America’s very 
economic future. It is curious, though, when 
considering the big picture of federal prior-
ities, that you have been allocated $500,000 to 
perform the singular task before you. Con-
sider that the Obama Administration is cur-
rently spending over $8 million on the Finan-
cial Crisis Inquiry Commission, even though 
it will issue its report after both the House 
and Senate have voted on financial reform 
legislation. Consider that the District of Co-
lumbia was recently reimbursed for $4.4 mil-
lion for overtime work by first responders at 
the two-day April Nuclear Security Summit. 
Consider that more than $2 million in Amer-
ican taxpayer money is being spent to advo-
cate for the adoption of the Kenyan Con-
stitution. Your charter also notes that you 
have been authorized to hire the equivalent 
of four full-time staffers. Again, I believe 
that this is totally insufficient to your task. 
Just these few examples raise questions for 
me about the administration’s commitment 
to this commission’s work and whether this 
exercise is just for political cover. 

Given your limited resources, I believe you 
should take advantage of the incredible tal-
ent pool available in the private sector to as-
sist the commission in its work. A number of 
highly respected organizations have been 
deeply involved for a number of years in dis-
cussions to find solutions to our nation’s fis-
cal crisis, including holding hearings across 
the country and talking with the America 
people to explain the unsustainable spending 
path we are on. I strongly urge you to em-
brace these groups, which I believe would be 
willing to be involved at no cost to the tax-
payer. 

Robert Samuelson said as much in his May 
17 Washington Post column ‘‘Wake Up, 
America.’’ The article is enclosed. I believe 
the American Enterprise Institute, the 
Aspen Institute, the Brookings Institution, 
the Concord Coalition, the Heritage Founda-
tion, and the Urban Institute—organizations 
with years of experience in the very issues 
before your commission—would be receptive 
to any overtures. They all have a long track 
record of working together on fiscal issues. 

I appreciate your consideration of my com-
ments. Please do not hesitate to call if I may 
be of assistance to you in your endeavor of 
critical national importance. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 

Enclosure. 

[From the Washington Post, May 17, 2010] 
WAKE UP, AMERICA 

(By Robert J. Samuelson) 
You might think that Europe’s economic 

turmoil would inject a note of urgency into 

America’s budget debate. After all, high gov-
ernment deficits and debt are the roots of 
Europe’s problems, and these same problems 
afflict the United States. But no. Most 
Americans, starting with the nation’s polit-
ical leaders, dismiss what’s happening in Eu-
rope as a continental drama with little rel-
evance to them. 

What Americans resolutely avoid is a real-
istic debate about the desirable role of gov-
ernment. How big should it be? Should it 
favor the old or the young? Will social spend-
ing crowd out defense spending? Will larger 
government dampen economic growth 
through higher deficits or taxes? No one en-
gages this debate, because if rigorously con-
ducted, it would disappoint both liberals and 
conservatives. 

Confronted with huge spending increases— 
reflecting an aging population and soaring 
health costs—liberals would have to concede 
that benefits and spending ought to be re-
duced. Seeing that total government spend-
ing would rise even after these cuts (more 
people would receive benefits, even if benefit 
levels fell), conservatives would have to con-
cede the need for higher taxes. On both left 
and right, true believers would howl. 

The lack of seriousness is defined by three 
missing words: ‘‘balance the budget.’’ These 
words are taboo. In February, President 
Obama created a National Commission on 
Fiscal Responsibility and Reform (call it the 
Deficit Commission). Its charge is to propose 
measures that would reduce the deficit to 
the level of ‘‘interest payments on the debt’’ 
by 2015 so as ‘‘to stabilize the debt-to-GDP 
ratio at an acceptable level.’’ 

Understand? No? Well, you’re not supposed 
to. All the mumbo jumbo about stabilizing 
‘‘debt to GDP’’ and according special treat-
ment to interest payments are examples of 
budget-speak. It’s the language of ‘‘experts,’’ 
employed to deaden debate and convince peo-
ple that ‘‘something is being done’’ when lit-
tle, or nothing, is being done. For example, 
Obama’s target for 2015 would involve a def-
icit of about $500 billion, despite an assumed 
full economic recovery (unemployment: 5.1 
percent). The commission is also supposed to 
‘‘propose recommendations that meaning-
fully improve the long-run fiscal outlook, in-
cluding changes to address the growth of en-
titlement spending,’’ a mushy mandate. But 
balance the budget? There’s no mention. 

In a classroom, limiting government debt 
in relation to GDP can be defended. The idea 
is to reassure investors (a.k.a. ‘‘financial 
markets’’) that the debt burden isn’t becom-
ing heavier so they will continue lending at 
low interest rates. But in real life, the logic 
doesn’t work. Governments inevitably face 
deep recessions, wars or other emergencies 
that require heavy borrowing. To stabilize 
debt to GDP, you have to aim much lower 
than the target in good times, meaning that 
you should balance the budget (or run mod-
est surpluses) after the economy has recov-
ered from recessions. 

Interestingly, Europe’s experience dis-
credits debt-to-GDP targets. The 16 coun-
tries using the euro were supposed to adhere 
to a debt target of 60 percent of GDP. Before 
the financial crisis, the target was widely 
breached. From 2003 to 2007, Germany’s debt 
averaged 66 percent of GDP, France’s 64 per-
cent and Italy’s 105 percent of GDP. Once the 
crisis hit, debt-to-GDP ratios jumped; by 
2009, they were 73 percent for Germany, 78 
percent for France and 116 percent for Italy. 

The virtue of balancing the budget is that 
it forces people to weigh the benefits of gov-
ernment against the costs. It’s a common- 
sense standard that people intuitively grasp. 

If the Deficit Commission is serious, it will 
set a balanced budget in 2020 as a goal, allow-
ing time to phase in benefit cuts and tax in-
creases. It will then invite think tanks (from 
the Heritage Foundation on the right to the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities on 
the left) and interest groups (from the Cham-
ber of Commerce to AARP) to present plans 
to reach that goal. Their competing visions 
could jump-start a long-overdue debate on 
government’s role. 

The odds seem against this. The Deficit 
Commission may embrace debt-to-GDP tar-
gets and aim for a ‘‘primary balance’’ (ex-
cluding interest payments) because it’s easi-
er politically. Consider: In 2020 the deficit 
will be $1.254 trillion on spending of $5.67 tril-
lion, projects the Congressional Budget Of-
fice. Closing that gap would require steep tax 
increases or deep spending cuts. But $916 bil-
lion of the projected deficit represents inter-
est payments. Ignoring them instantly 
‘‘solves’’ three-quarters of the problem. 

The message from Europe is that this ap-
proach ultimately fails. Intellectually ele-
gant evasions are still evasions. Though fi-
nancial markets may condone lax govern-
ment borrowing for years, confidence can 
shatter unexpectedly. Lenders retreat or in-
sist on punishing interest rates. Market 
pressures then impel harsh austerity—ben-
efit cuts or tax increases—far more brutal 
than anything governments would have 
needed to do on their own. We are, by inac-
tion and self-deception, tempting that fate. 
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HONORING ELIZABETH BROWN 
WILSON 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, in 1931 a virtuous woman of God 

was born and today we gather to pay tribute 
for her life’s work; and 

Whereas, Elizabeth Brown Wilson, not only 
talked the talk, but she walked the walk as it 
related to community service for all the citi-
zens in our district; and 

Whereas, Elizabeth Brown Wilson has 
served our district well as a commissioner for 
the city of Decatur, an advocate and activist 
for seniors and as mayor of the City of Deca-
tur, being the first African American woman to 
serve as mayor; and 

Whereas, this wise elder and woman of God 
has shared her time and talents for the better-
ment of her community and her nation through 
her tireless works, words of encouragement 
and inspiration that have been and continue to 
be a beacon of light to those in need; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Elizabeth 
Brown Wilson for her outstanding leadership 
and service to our District; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr., do hereby proclaim May 22, 2010, as 
Elizabeth Brown Wilson Day in the Fourth 
Congressional District. 
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FEMALE VETERANS 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I’d like to take a minute to remember all of our 
heroic soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines 
who have given their lives while fighting for 
our Nation’s freedom. Their patriotism and 
bravery are the foundation of our Nation’s his-
tory and I am honored to pay tribute to them 
in front of the United States Congress for Me-
morial Day. 

I’d especially like to call attention to the 
women who have stepped forward and put 
their lives on the line for our country through-
out the decades. Women began taking part in 
our armed forces nearly 220 years ago, and 
they have been serving courageously, self-
lessly, and with perseverance ever since. 
Their service went unrecognized for far too 
long, but in 1997, a Women’s Veterans Memo-
rial was established in Washington to honor 
these great American heroes. Likewise, I 
honor the impact our women veterans have 
had on our Nation and our freedom through 
their dedication and sacrifice. 

My District, the 11th to District of Georgia, 
is home to many Servicewomen of the United 
States Armed Forces—both active duty and 
retired. I am extraordinarily proud of and 
grateful for these brave American women on 
this Memorial Day—and every other day. 

f 

HONORING 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE MILFORD SENIOR CENTER 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate 40 years of elderly care and 
companionship at the Milford Senior Center, 
the first and oldest senior center in Milford and 
one of the top ten places in the country for 
single retirees, according to U.S. News and 
World Report last year. 

Four decades ago this month, the Mary 
Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church 
opened what would become the Milford Senior 
Center in three rooms in their church base-
ment. Today, the Center boasts its own 
sprawling 30,000-square-foot facility, with an 
auditorium, dining hall, lounge, music room, 
and, for those senior citizens bravely foraying 
into 21st century technology, even a computer 
lab. 

And along with providing a wonderful envi-
ronment for seniors to socialize and relax, the 
Milford Center provides a number of important 
services for the community, from meals on 
wheels to free blood pressure screenings to 
energy and income tax assistance. Their 
Ahrens Program, while offering much-needed 
respite to caregivers, helps seniors with cog-
nitive impairments to eat well, learn, and play. 

All too often, one’s ‘‘golden years’’ can be 
filled with struggle. Health concerns, the loss 
of independence, a profound sense of loneli-

ness—these are just some of the challenges 
our seniors can face in later years. But senior 
centers like Milford, and the invaluable pro-
grams, services, and activities they provide, 
help to stem these obstacles. They make a 
real difference in the lives of some of our most 
vulnerable citizens. Thanks to Milford, elderly 
citizens can come together, get the help and 
resources they need to thrive, and, in short, 
have fun. 

My deepest thanks go out to the staff of the 
center for all the good they have done over 
the past 40 years. Congratulations on reach-
ing this milestone, and here’s to many more 
such anniversaries in the future. Your caring 
each and every day reminds us, as it reminds 
so many of Milford’s seniors, that age is really 
just a state of mind. 
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NORCO COLLEGE, 112TH COLLEGE 
IN THE CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE SYSTEM 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Norco College as an independent 
college of the Riverside Community College 
District and congratulate the entire college 
community for its success in becoming the 
112th college in the California Community Col-
leges system. 

Since 1916, Riverside Community College 
District has served as an institution of higher 
education in western Riverside County. In 
1991, the district created the Norco Campus 
as an education center to serve the commu-
nities of Corona, Norco, Eastvale and areas of 
Riverside County. When Norco’s doors 
opened in March 1991 there were 3,088 stu-
dents enrolled. Now, nearly 10 years later, 
that number has increased to more than 
11,000. 

Norco College offers a full complement of 
lower division courses in liberal arts, sciences, 
humanities and basic skills education, while 
offering specialist career technical programs in 
engineering, electronics, computer information 
systems, architecture, manufacturing, logistics, 
construction, game simulation and develop-
ment, and commercial music. 

On January 29, 2010, the Norco Campus 
received approval to become Norco College, 
thereby establishing it as the 112th college in 
the California Community Colleges system. 
And on June 10, Norco College will celebrate 
531 students as its inaugural graduating class 
of 2010. 

The process for gaining full accreditation 
status has been 8 years in the making for 
Norco, and I commend all those involved for 
their diligent efforts—including faculty, staff, 
students and administrators. I assure you, 
your dedication has not gone unnoticed and 
has yielded an achievement worthy of your ef-
forts. Congratulations again, on this important 
milestone in Norco College’s history. 

GRATITUDE FOR THE SERVICE OF 
RENATA STRAUSE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank one of the 
most dedicated and productive members of 
the Judiciary Committee staff for her service to 
the House, Renata Strause. For 31⁄2 years, 
Renata has worked with exceptional dedica-
tion and drive for the Judiciary Committee, 
and I rise to commend her for her achieve-
ments. 

After graduating from high school in Lan-
caster, PA, Renata began her professional ca-
reer before attending college when she 
worked for a year as a legislative aide to State 
Representative P. Michael Sturla in the Penn-
sylvania State General Assembly. After putting 
together the first annual Lancaster Legislative 
Weekend, Renata matriculated at Oberlin Col-
lege in Ohio during the Fall of 2002. 

She earned her bachelor’s degree in politics 
from Oberlin, where she cochaired the College 
Democrats’ club, competed as a finalist for the 
Harry S. Truman Scholarship, received several 
departmental prizes for her academic work, 
and was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa Soci-
ety. She immersed herself fully in the political 
life of Oberlin, Ohio as well—working on city 
ballot initiatives for education, city council 
races, and get-out-the-vote efforts during sev-
eral elections. During her summer and winter 
breaks, she also worked at the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education and served as Con-
gressional candidate Lois Herr’s deputy cam-
paign manager during the 2004 election cycle 
in Lancaster County. 

Following graduation, Renata came to 
Washington to work at the political consulting 
firm of Evans & Katz. Managing the daily op-
erations of the Washington office, Renata rep-
resented clients before the Federal Election 
Commission, helped coordinate fundraising for 
several House and Senate candidates, and 
prepared electoral compliance reports for the 
firm. 

At the beginning of the 110th Congress, 
Renata joined the Judiciary Committee staff 
and became an invaluable member of the 
committee’s oversight team. She took on an 
incalculable number of tasks, staffing Mem-
bers of the committee and myself on adminis-
tration oversight issues, voter suppression, ex-
ecutive branch accountability, gaming issues, 
health care, and most recently the committee’s 
work on the liability issues related to the Gulf 
Coast oil disaster. She has been instrumental 
to the committee’s investigative work on Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and the Depart-
ment of Justice, including the firing of nine 
U.S. Attorneys and the resultant Contempt of 
Congress resolutions on the House Floor. She 
also worked on large portions of the commit-
tee’s comprehensive staff report on the pre-
vious administration: Reining in the Imperial 
Presidency: Lessons and Recommendations 
Relating to Presidency of George W Bush. 

Renata is leaving the committee and Wash-
ington to attend Yale Law School this fall. On 
behalf of the Judiciary Committee, its staff, 
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