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serve as the Director of the National Cemetery 
in San Antonio, Texas. 

In his position as director, Gill was respon-
sible for all burial, maintenance and adminis-
trative operations at the cemetery. He also 
trained under Steve Jorgensen, the longtime 
director at Riverside who helped bring hun-
dreds of volunteers into the cemetery’s com-
munity support network. Gill often speaks of 
the historical significance of his work, and has 
remarked that there is no better place to pay 
tribute and learn about our veterans than by 
visiting the headstones and commemorating 
the fallen in our national cemeteries. 

Prior to coming to Riverside National Ceme-
tery, Gill served as director at the Willamette 
National Cemetery in Oregon. He also served 
as director of the Abraham Lincoln National 
Cemetery in Illinois, assistant director of the 
Willamette National Cemetery, director at the 
Fort Bliss National Cemetery in El Paso, 
Texas, director at Eagle Point National Ceme-
tery in Oregon and director at the Santa Fe 
National Cemetery in New Mexico. Addition-
ally, Gill served more than 20 years in the 
U.S. Air Force before retiring in 1986. He re-
ceived an associate’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Maryland, European Division in 1984. 

Gill and his wife, Amparo, have three chil-
dren: a son in the U.S. Air Force Reserve; a 
daughter in San Antonio, Texas; and a son in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Gill Gallo’s tireless passion for community 
and public service has contributed immensely 
to the betterment of the community of River-
side, California. I am proud to call Gill a fellow 
community member, American and friend. I 
know that many people are grateful for his 
service, and wish him the very best in San An-
tonio. 
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HONORING MS. ALMA GAMMAGE 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-

trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, Ms. Alma Gammage has given of 
herself as an educator of E.L. Bouie, Sr., Ele-
mentary Theme school, a daughter, a mother 
and friend; and 

Whereas, Ms. Gammage has been chosen 
as this year’s Teacher of the Year, rep-
resenting E.L. Bouie Elementary school; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents for the betterment 
of our community and our nation through her 
tireless works, motivational speeches and 
words of wisdom; and 

Whereas, Ms. Gammage is a virtuous 
woman, a courageous woman and a fearless 
leader who has shared with the world her vi-
sion and passion to help ensure that our fu-
ture, our children, receive an education that is 
relevant for today, but also for the future; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 

day to honor and recognize Ms. Alma 
Gammage for her leadership and service for 
our District; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr., do hereby proclaim April 23, 2010, as 
Ms. Alma Gammage Day in the Fourth Con-
gressional District. 
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RECOGNIZING PROSPERO J.J. SAN-
CHEZ FOR HIS DEDICATION TO 
NEW MEXICO BOYS STATE 

HON. HARRY TEAGUE 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to recognize Prospero J.J. 
Sanchez, someone who truly loves our coun-
try and is a veteran of the Army who makes 
his home in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

A few years ago, after some arm twisting by 
his father, Prospero, Sr., a World War II Ma-
rine Veteran, he was taken for the first time 30 
years ago to attend the American Legion New 
Mexico Boys State. After that year there was 
no more arm twisting involved with Prospero 
Sanchez attending the annual Boys’ State 
session. This year’s American Legion New 
Mexico Boys’ State session being held at the 
Campus of Eastern New Mexico University will 
mark Prospero J.J. Sanchez’s 30th consecu-
tive session of attendance. 

Prospero has held many positions 
thoughout the American Legion New Mexico 
Boys’ State organization which has taught 
thousands of New Mexico High School Sen-
iors the rights and responsibilities of being citi-
zens of this great country of ours. Numerous 
members of our society have attended an 
American Legion Boys State or an American 
Legion Auxiliary Girls State session held annu-
ally on campus across this nation. 

The program’s alumni has held positions as 
CEO’s, Artists, Athletes, Newscasters, Jus-
tices on the Supreme Court, both chambers of 
the House and Senate and even held the Po-
sition of President of the United States. It is 
organizations such as the American Legion 
and the American Legion Auxiliary, who after 
wearing the uniform of our country, return 
home and continue to selflessly serve the 
communities to which they belong such as 
Prospero Sanchez has, not only as a very ac-
tive member of the American Legion where he 
is one of the New Mexico’s Past Department 
Commanders and the Current Alternate Na-
tional Executive Committee Man. 

Prospero J.J. Sanchez is commended for 
his dedication of many years of service to the 
youth of the nation at American Legion New 
Mexico Boys State, where he currently holds 
the position of President of the American Le-
gion New Mexico Boys State Board of Direc-
tors. I thank him for his many years of service 
and I am honored to have the opportunity to 
have him recognized in the Congress today. 

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF ARGENTINA’S INDEPENDENCE 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to join my colleague Representative ELIOT 
ENGEL of New York, in congratulating the 
great people of Argentina in celebration of the 
bicentennial anniversary of their independence 
from Spain, which occurred on the 25th of 
May of 1810. 

Born in 1810 out of a newfound sense of 
national identity, the trajectory of Argentinean 
independence is inspired by the same enlight-
enment ideas of self-determination and rep-
resentative government that inspired Amer-
ica’s independence movement. Like George 
Washington, Jose de San Martin, the liberator 
of Argentina, led the fight for freedom in 
armed struggle against the shackles of Span-
ish rule. At the heart of the U.S. example was 
the creation a constitution free from monarchy, 
building an infant democracy surrounded by 
European power in the new world. Capitalizing 
on Napoleonic control, Argentina’s cry set in 
motion the wars of independence across 
South America and the creation of new repub-
lics by the decade’s end. 

America’s 200-year relationship with Argen-
tina commenced officially when President 
James Monroe promulgated a foreign policy 
based on the preservation of our republics 
from imperial intervention, thus securing a 
shared destiny of independence. In an unprec-
edented gesture of aid to an unrecognized 
country, President Monroe sent a representa-
tive whose primary objective was to assure 
the Argentinean people that ‘‘U.S. has the 
most sincere disposition towards its neighbors 
from Latin America and considers friendly ex-
changes as mutually beneficial.’’ In 1822, the 
U.S. became the first non-Latin nation to es-
tablish formal diplomatic relations with Argen-
tina. Our countries’ friendship has been strong 
ever since. 

An entire week of May leading up to the 
25th is devoted to celebrating several events 
that sparked Argentina’s movement towards 
independence, with expatriates and Argen-
tinean-Americans in cities across the United 
States also partaking in celebrations. Argentin-
eans have a proud history of enriching the 
world’s literary, art and musical, and sports 
arenas. Tango performers like Carlos Gardel, 
and writing artists like Jorge Luis Borges, have 
injected masterpieces into our global tapestry, 
while one of the most famous soccer magi-
cians Diego Armando Maradona amazed fans 
during the 1986 World Cup. 

It is with great joy, Madam Speaker, that I 
ask the rest of my colleagues to congratulate 
our great neighbor on this historic achieve-
ment for their people. I wish the President of 
Argentina and Argentineans across the world 
a festive week. 
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