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of the fastest growing churches in Southern 
Brazoria County, having quadrupled their ac-
tive membership and attendance since 2005. 
Greater Mount Zion services Southern 
Brazoria County with over 40 ministries, in-
cluding several ministries aimed at serving 
children, teenagers, and young adults. 

In 2005, in order to better serve the people 
of Brazoria County, the Greater Mount Zion 
(GMZ) Education and Development Center 
was created. The GMZ Education and Devel-
opment Center has implemented a number of 
programs focusing on areas such as aca-
demics, employment, financial management, 
family stability, and civic involvement. 

Greater Mount Zion’s newly finished facility 
will facilitate in continuing partnerships, as well 
as creating opportunities for new partnerships, 
with other churches, faith-based groups, 
schools, community organizations and busi-
nesses, thus allowing Greater Mount Zion and 
GMZ Education and Development Center to 
better serve their community. While Greater 
Mount Zion’s prior facility consisted of a sanc-
tuary that seated 130 individuals, three class-
rooms, and a multi-purpose building with a 
half-gym, the new campus includes a sanc-
tuary which seats approximately 500 individ-
uals, 10 classrooms, and a multi-purpose 
building with a full gym. The new campus will 
allow more individuals and organizations to 
use the facility for academic and other pro-
grams that help the residents of Brazoria find 
employment, achieve financial success, and 
attain their other personal and professional 
goals. 

Madam Speaker, I once again congratulate 
the staff and congregation of Greater Mount 
Zion Baptist Church on the opening of their 
new facility and I thank them for all they have 
done for the people of Brazoria County. 
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CONGRATULATING THE BETHEL 
A.M.E. CHURCH FOR 59 YEARS OF 
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to congratulate the Bethel 
A.M.E. Church for 59 years of outstanding 
community service. 

Organizations such as Bethel A.M.E. 
strengthen communities through faith and self-
less charity. From the Church’s humble begin-
nings to the present day, those involved with 
Bethel A.M.E. have shown steadfast dedica-
tion to their surrounding community and have 
worked diligently to improve the lives of those 
less fortunate Americans. 

Once again, congratulations to Bethel 
A.M.E. Church on its 59th anniversary. The 
Church has truly been a force of good in Bar-
stow and I look forward to its continued growth 
and progress in advancing goodwill throughout 
California’s 25th District. 

IN HONOR OF COMMANDER 
DEBORAH WASHINGTON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Commander Deborah Wash-
ington as she celebrates retirement after near-
ly thirty years of exemplary service to the City 
of Cleveland Police Department. 

Commander Washington started as a patrol 
officer in the 3rd, 4th and 5th districts after 
she was appointed to the force on June 1, 
1981. She worked in the Juvenile/Gang Unit, 
Complaint Unit, Community Relations Division 
and the Financial Crimes Unit. On April 30th, 
1999, Deborah Washington was appointed to 
the position of Commander of the City of 
Cleveland 5th District. 

Commander Washington has been honored 
with numerous awards for her service, includ-
ing commendations from Playhouse Square, 
Aftercare Residential Center, the Cuyahoga 
County Prosecutor’s Office, the United States 
Secret Service and Judge Ronald Adrine’s of-
fice. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and gratitude of Commander 
Deborah A. Washington, whose service and 
leadership has helped protect the citizens of 
our community. She has helped keep our 
streets safe and strengthened the bonds of 
unity within the Cleveland Police Department. 
I wish Commander Washington, her family 
and friends health and happiness. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
JULIANNA MARIE PETRONE 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding individual in our 
community, Julianna Marie Petrone. 

Julie’s dedication to serving veterans and 
active duty military personnel was evident 
when she first began her career in the federal 
service at my Congressional District Office in 
2002. Julie served the veterans and military 
personnel of New York’s 2nd Congressional 
District with such passion and determination 
that she gave new meaning to the phrase 
‘‘above and beyond the call of duty.’’ Julie has 
worked tirelessly to ensure that these veterans 
and military personnel have received their 
medals and benefits with the dignity and jus-
tice they deserve. 

Julie is now taking her call to serve our na-
tion to the highest level. On Sunday May 30, 
2010, Julie will be commissioned as 1st Lieu-
tenant in the United States Air Force and will 
be serving at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
following Officers Training. 

Julie has touched the lives of veterans on 
Long Island, and now she will touch the lives 
of the citizens of our entire nation as she 
steps into her new leadership role as 1st Lieu-
tenant in the United States Air Force. 

I congratulate Julie upon her tremendous 
achievements and wish her the best in her 
next step of service. 
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RECOGNITION OF SANDRA 
GARDEBRING OGREN 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor and celebrate a dedicated public 
servant and friend, Sandra Gardebring Ogren. 

Sandee has served California Polytechnic 
(Cal Poly) State University remarkably as the 
Vice President for University Advancement. 
Drawing upon her long record of distinguished 
public service, Sandee’s leadership has con-
tributed to the university’s national recognition 
as an institute of higher education and excel-
lence. Her tireless efforts have helped the uni-
versity continue to flourish as an invaluable 
source of innovation and graduates of the 
highest academic level. 

Prior to her work at Cal Poly, Sandee 
served as Vice President for University Rela-
tions at the University of Minnesota for six 
years. From 1991 to 1998 she was a member 
of the Minnesota Supreme Court and for two 
years previously she was a member of the 
Minnesota Court of Appeals. Additionally, she 
has held a variety of other public sector jobs 
including Commissioner of the Minnesota De-
partment of Human Services, Commissioner of 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and 
Director of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Region 5 Enforcement Division. 

Clearly, I could talk all day about the ex-
traordinary accomplishments of Sandee and 
her work in the areas of the law, the environ-
ment, human services, transportation, and 
education, just to name a few. I am honored 
to work with her and proud to call her my 
friend. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEOFF DAVIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
on Thursday, May 27, 2010, I was unable to 
participate in all of the day’s votes due to a 
family emergency. Had I been present I would 
have voted: on rollcall No. 306—No—H. Con. 
Res. 282, Providing for adjournment or recess 
of the two Houses; on rollcall No. 307—No— 
H. Res. 1404, Providing for consideration of 
the bill H.R. 5136, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011; on rollcall 
No. 308—Yes—H. Res. 1161, Honoring the 
Centennial Celebration of Women at Mar-
quette University, the first Catholic university 
in the world to offer coeducation as part of its 
regular undergraduate program; on rollcall No. 
309—Yes—H. Res. 1372, Honoring the Uni-
versity of Georgia Graduate School on the oc-
casion of its centennial; on rollcall No. 310— 
Yes—Skelton of Missouri Amendment No. 1; 
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