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of the fastest growing churches in Southern 
Brazoria County, having quadrupled their ac-
tive membership and attendance since 2005. 
Greater Mount Zion services Southern 
Brazoria County with over 40 ministries, in-
cluding several ministries aimed at serving 
children, teenagers, and young adults. 

In 2005, in order to better serve the people 
of Brazoria County, the Greater Mount Zion 
(GMZ) Education and Development Center 
was created. The GMZ Education and Devel-
opment Center has implemented a number of 
programs focusing on areas such as aca-
demics, employment, financial management, 
family stability, and civic involvement. 

Greater Mount Zion’s newly finished facility 
will facilitate in continuing partnerships, as well 
as creating opportunities for new partnerships, 
with other churches, faith-based groups, 
schools, community organizations and busi-
nesses, thus allowing Greater Mount Zion and 
GMZ Education and Development Center to 
better serve their community. While Greater 
Mount Zion’s prior facility consisted of a sanc-
tuary that seated 130 individuals, three class-
rooms, and a multi-purpose building with a 
half-gym, the new campus includes a sanc-
tuary which seats approximately 500 individ-
uals, 10 classrooms, and a multi-purpose 
building with a full gym. The new campus will 
allow more individuals and organizations to 
use the facility for academic and other pro-
grams that help the residents of Brazoria find 
employment, achieve financial success, and 
attain their other personal and professional 
goals. 

Madam Speaker, I once again congratulate 
the staff and congregation of Greater Mount 
Zion Baptist Church on the opening of their 
new facility and I thank them for all they have 
done for the people of Brazoria County. 
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CONGRATULATING THE BETHEL 
A.M.E. CHURCH FOR 59 YEARS OF 
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to congratulate the Bethel 
A.M.E. Church for 59 years of outstanding 
community service. 

Organizations such as Bethel A.M.E. 
strengthen communities through faith and self-
less charity. From the Church’s humble begin-
nings to the present day, those involved with 
Bethel A.M.E. have shown steadfast dedica-
tion to their surrounding community and have 
worked diligently to improve the lives of those 
less fortunate Americans. 

Once again, congratulations to Bethel 
A.M.E. Church on its 59th anniversary. The 
Church has truly been a force of good in Bar-
stow and I look forward to its continued growth 
and progress in advancing goodwill throughout 
California’s 25th District. 

IN HONOR OF COMMANDER 
DEBORAH WASHINGTON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Commander Deborah Wash-
ington as she celebrates retirement after near-
ly thirty years of exemplary service to the City 
of Cleveland Police Department. 

Commander Washington started as a patrol 
officer in the 3rd, 4th and 5th districts after 
she was appointed to the force on June 1, 
1981. She worked in the Juvenile/Gang Unit, 
Complaint Unit, Community Relations Division 
and the Financial Crimes Unit. On April 30th, 
1999, Deborah Washington was appointed to 
the position of Commander of the City of 
Cleveland 5th District. 

Commander Washington has been honored 
with numerous awards for her service, includ-
ing commendations from Playhouse Square, 
Aftercare Residential Center, the Cuyahoga 
County Prosecutor’s Office, the United States 
Secret Service and Judge Ronald Adrine’s of-
fice. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and gratitude of Commander 
Deborah A. Washington, whose service and 
leadership has helped protect the citizens of 
our community. She has helped keep our 
streets safe and strengthened the bonds of 
unity within the Cleveland Police Department. 
I wish Commander Washington, her family 
and friends health and happiness. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
JULIANNA MARIE PETRONE 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding individual in our 
community, Julianna Marie Petrone. 

Julie’s dedication to serving veterans and 
active duty military personnel was evident 
when she first began her career in the federal 
service at my Congressional District Office in 
2002. Julie served the veterans and military 
personnel of New York’s 2nd Congressional 
District with such passion and determination 
that she gave new meaning to the phrase 
‘‘above and beyond the call of duty.’’ Julie has 
worked tirelessly to ensure that these veterans 
and military personnel have received their 
medals and benefits with the dignity and jus-
tice they deserve. 

Julie is now taking her call to serve our na-
tion to the highest level. On Sunday May 30, 
2010, Julie will be commissioned as 1st Lieu-
tenant in the United States Air Force and will 
be serving at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
following Officers Training. 

Julie has touched the lives of veterans on 
Long Island, and now she will touch the lives 
of the citizens of our entire nation as she 
steps into her new leadership role as 1st Lieu-
tenant in the United States Air Force. 

I congratulate Julie upon her tremendous 
achievements and wish her the best in her 
next step of service. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF SANDRA 
GARDEBRING OGREN 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor and celebrate a dedicated public 
servant and friend, Sandra Gardebring Ogren. 

Sandee has served California Polytechnic 
(Cal Poly) State University remarkably as the 
Vice President for University Advancement. 
Drawing upon her long record of distinguished 
public service, Sandee’s leadership has con-
tributed to the university’s national recognition 
as an institute of higher education and excel-
lence. Her tireless efforts have helped the uni-
versity continue to flourish as an invaluable 
source of innovation and graduates of the 
highest academic level. 

Prior to her work at Cal Poly, Sandee 
served as Vice President for University Rela-
tions at the University of Minnesota for six 
years. From 1991 to 1998 she was a member 
of the Minnesota Supreme Court and for two 
years previously she was a member of the 
Minnesota Court of Appeals. Additionally, she 
has held a variety of other public sector jobs 
including Commissioner of the Minnesota De-
partment of Human Services, Commissioner of 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and 
Director of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Region 5 Enforcement Division. 

Clearly, I could talk all day about the ex-
traordinary accomplishments of Sandee and 
her work in the areas of the law, the environ-
ment, human services, transportation, and 
education, just to name a few. I am honored 
to work with her and proud to call her my 
friend. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEOFF DAVIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
on Thursday, May 27, 2010, I was unable to 
participate in all of the day’s votes due to a 
family emergency. Had I been present I would 
have voted: on rollcall No. 306—No—H. Con. 
Res. 282, Providing for adjournment or recess 
of the two Houses; on rollcall No. 307—No— 
H. Res. 1404, Providing for consideration of 
the bill H.R. 5136, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011; on rollcall 
No. 308—Yes—H. Res. 1161, Honoring the 
Centennial Celebration of Women at Mar-
quette University, the first Catholic university 
in the world to offer coeducation as part of its 
regular undergraduate program; on rollcall No. 
309—Yes—H. Res. 1372, Honoring the Uni-
versity of Georgia Graduate School on the oc-
casion of its centennial; on rollcall No. 310— 
Yes—Skelton of Missouri Amendment No. 1; 
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on rollcall No. 311—Yes—Marshall of Georgia 
Amendment No. 4; on rollcall No. 312—Yes— 
McGovern of Massachusetts Amendment No. 
13; on rollcall No. 313—Yes—Inslee of Wash-
ington Amendment No. 82; on rollcall No. 
314—Yes—Gutierrez of Illinois Amendment 
No. 21; on rollcall No. 315—No—Eshoo of 
California Amendment No. 42; on rollcall No. 
316—No—Pingree of Maine Amendment No. 
80; on rollcall No. 317—No—Patrick Murphy 
of Pennsylvania Amendment No. 79; on roll-
call No. 318—No—Sarbanes of Maryland 
Amendment No. 47. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
Thursday, May 27, I was unavoidably de-
tained. 

Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall No. 312. 

f 

APPLAUDING THE MACOUPIN 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE’S INCLU-
SION AS ONE OF THE ‘‘150 GREAT 
PLACES IN ILLINOIS’’ 

HON. PHIL HARE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with great pride to applaud the Macoupin 
County Courthouse and its inclusion as one of 
the ‘‘150 Great Places In Illinois’’ as deter-
mined by the American Institute of Architects 
as part of its 150th anniversary celebration. 
This remarkable courthouse in the City of 
Carlinville has long had great historical signifi-
cance. It was built to replace the courthouse 
where a persuasive attorney named Abraham 
Lincoln once practiced law, and since its com-
pletion it has stood as a central part of the 
county and local community. 

Completed in 1870, the courthouse was de-
signed by Elijah E. Myers, who later designed 
numerous state capitols. This extraordinary 
building resembles the Corinthian order with 
its impressive portico on the north side and 
south elevation. The large dome, classical de-
tailing and use of native limestone all add to 
the building’s splendor. At the time of its com-
pletion, this courthouse was among the largest 
county courthouses in the United States, ri-
valed in size only by the one in New York 
City. Within Illinois it became an impressive 
symbol of grandeur, as it even outsized the Il-
linois Statehouse in the Springfield Capital. 

Along with its aesthetic appeal, the building 
also garnered praise for being technologically 
advanced. The Macoupin County Courthouse 
was designed and constructed to be nearly 
fireproof—a characteristic not at all common 
among structures of the day. Stone, brick and 
metal were used almost exclusively, with wood 
used only sparingly. The painted sheet metal 
was magnificently detailed, and some of the 

major doors were constructed from cast iron. 
The ornate design, materials and construction 
resulted in a cost of over $1.3 million dollars 
once completed, roughly $19 million by to-
day’s standards. 

The Macoupin County Courthouse still 
serves as the seat of the county government 
143 years later, which demonstrates the en-
during impact and quality of the structure. With 
its inclusion as one of the ‘‘150 Great Places 
In Illinois,’’ the Macoupin County Courthouse 
joins other significant landmarks such as the 
State Capital and the homes designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright in Oak Park. I applaud the 
American Institute of Architects for including 
the Macoupin County Courthouse and recog-
nize that it will continue to be a proud symbol 
of Illinois achievement and magnificence for 
generations to come. I thank the Speaker for 
allowing me to share this moment of joy stem-
ming from the 17th Congressional District of Il-
linois. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, as Me-
morial Day approaches, it is important we 
each take a moment to pay tribute to the gen-
erations of Americans who have given their 
lives so that we may enjoy the rights and free-
doms we hold so dear. It is important to re-
member and honor those who have served us 
and have given the ultimate sacrifice. 

As the daughter of a veteran of the Korean 
War, I had the privilege of knowing firsthand 
the pride commanded through military service 
by those who served and the families who 
supported them. As a member of Congress, it 
has been my honor to work to provide those 
who have served our Nation with benefits re-
flective of their service. 

This Memorial Day, each of us can express 
our gratitude with a simple yet powerful act of 
tribute. Americans are asked to pause at 3 
p.m. for a National Moment of Remembrance. 
Wherever you are, whatever you are doing, 
stop for just one minute. Consider all the 
rights and liberties that are guaranteed to us 
as Americans, but withheld from so many oth-
ers around the world. Consider the members 
of the armed forces who served, fought and 
died so that our great Nation can be strong 
and we can live with liberty and security. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING 
EDUCATORS 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Sandra Resnick, Marta 
Kinsberg, Ruth Sondik, and Sue Faiman for 
their distinguished careers as educators. The 
students, faculty, and parents of Taylor Mills 
School owe them a great debt of gratitude for 

their commitment to child development and 
educational excellence. 

We all remember a favorite teacher who in-
spired us to strive to reach our full potential. 
While Taylor Mills School community will miss 
the many years of knowledge and experience 
these devoted teachers will take with them, 
their personal influence on thousands of chil-
dren will be their lasting legacy. 

On a personal note, I am delighted that 
Sandra Resnick’s retirement will allow her to 
spend even more time nurturing the grand-
children we share, who, as she knows, are 
perfect. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating these wonderful teachers on their retire-
ment and thanking them for their many years 
of commitment and hard work. 

f 

PROTECT CAMP ASHRAF 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 28, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I am very 
concerned about the safety and security of the 
3,400 members of the main Iranian opposition 
who are residing in Camp Ashraf, Iraq. The 
United States Government signed an agree-
ment with each and every individual in that 
Camp to protect them against potential attacks 
and mistreatment from Iran or its proxies in 
Iraq. In return for that promise to protect them, 
residents of Camp Ashraf voluntarily turned 
over all their weapons in 2003 to the our mili-
tary. U.S. Military Forces took on full protec-
tion of the camp in 2003, and continued to 
closely monitor it from their base in FOB Griz-
zly in Ashraf, beginning in 2009. I am con-
cerned for their continued safety as the United 
States prepares to rapidly leave Iraq. 

America has a moral and legal obligation to-
wards the residents of Camp Ashraf. They are 
vulnerable to persecution by Tehran’s proxies. 
In addition, many family members of Camp 
Ashraf residents have been sentenced to 
death in recent weeks in Iran. I have met with 
many family members of Camp Ashraf who 
live in the United States, including in New 
York State, and they are very committed and 
dedicated individuals who seek not aid but 
only the safety and security of their loved 
ones. Many of the Camp Ashraf residents 
spent years in Iranian prisons and underwent 
torture and mistreatment by Tehran’s hench-
men before they managed to leave Iran and 
take up residence in Camp Ashraf. Many stu-
dent leaders, academics, teachers, and intel-
lectuals who were threatened with arrest and 
execution by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
and Ministry of Intelligence made their way to 
Camp Ashraf. They are a major source of en-
couragement for the democracy movement in 
Iran. 

Given the current instability in Iraq, and 
given the fact that the Maliki Government has 
stated that it intends to forcibly displace and/ 
or expel the Camp residents, which would cer-
tainly lead to further bloodshed, I believe we 
should be doubly alert about the safety and 
security of Camp Ashraf’s residents. I want to 
urge President Obama, and Secretary Clinton 
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