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DO THE WRITE THING WRITING 

CHALLENGE FINALISTS 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the Do 
the Write Thing Challenge, or DtWT, is 
a national program that provides mid-
dle school students across the country 
with the opportunity to examine some 
of the most pressing issues facing their 
community. It encourages students to 
examine and confront the causes and 
the effects of youth violence through 
classroom discussions and writings. 
The focus is on preventative measures 
with an emphasis on personal responsi-
bility. Since the program’s founding in 
1994, hundreds of thousands of students 
have reaped benefits from this commu-
nity-based approach to addressing 
these complex and tragic issues. 

Middle school students from cities 
across the Nation participated in 
DtWT. These students submitted cre-
ative and poignant essays, poems, 
plays, or songs about their personal ex-
periences with youth violence. They 
wrote about the effect of violence in 
their lives and about how they can con-
tribute to efforts to eradicate it. Stu-
dents also pledged to carry out their 
ideas in their daily lives. This strategy, 
which empowers young people to make 
positive changes in their lives and 
communities, has surely had a positive 
impact on the communities in which 
these students reside. 

Each year, a DtWT Committee made 
up of business, community, and govern-
ment leaders from each participating 
jurisdiction reviews the writing sam-
ples and selects two national finalists. 
I am pleased to recognize this year’s 
national finalists from Detroit, Karan 
Patrick and KeJaun Williams. Their 
creative pieces about youth violence 
are heart-wrenching and timely. Karan 
and KeJaun wrote personal pieces 
about the profound impact violence has 
had on their young lives and about the 
lasting consequences of their choices. 
They conveyed a deep understanding of 
the result of youth violence. I am im-
pressed by the maturity they displayed 
in confronting this topic and congratu-
late them on being selected as national 
finalists. 

This summer, they will join other 
DtWT national finalists in Washington, 
DC, for National Recognition Week. 
While here, they will attend a cere-
mony in their honor. Their work also 
will be placed permanently in the Li-
brary of Congress. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating the work of the DtWT fi-
nalists and the many organizers across 
the country who facilitated open dis-
cussions in schools about youth vio-
lence. Their work is an essential ele-
ment in the development of local solu-
tions to youth violence in Michigan 
and across the Nation, and I applaud 
their efforts.∑ 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY 
OF MANISTIQUE 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the small 
towns and cities that dot this great Na-
tion are at the core of our country’s 
character and cultural fabric. These 
communities, and the legacy they em-
body, fashion the great American story 
through their unique chapters in this 
ongoing narrative. It is in this spirit 
that I recognize the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of the founding of the city 
of Manistique, MI. The residents of this 
great city will come together to cele-
brate this significant milestone with a 
summer of festivities. 

This community in the upper penin-
sula was first named in 1860 by Charles 
Harvey, a businessman who sought to 
build a small dam on the Manistique 
River. He would first name the area 
Epsport, after his wife’s family name. 
In 1879, Epsport was named county seat 
of Schoolcraft county, and a few years 
later, it was renamed Manistique 
Township. This area experienced a pe-
riod of rapid development, beginning in 
1872 with the relocation of Weston 
Lumber Company to Manistique by its 
founder, Abijah Weston. The rise of the 
timber industry spurred the creation of 
other industries, such as limestone, 
shingles, cooperage, a box factory, a 
charcoal iron company and a handle 
factory. 

Like many small towns and cities in 
the upper peninsula, Manistique has 
navigated major shifts in its core econ-
omy. The timber industry peaked in 
this region around 1920 and, along with 
it, the city’s population, boasting close 
to 10,000 residents, aided also by the ex-
pansion of the Soo Line Railroad to the 
area. As the timber industry declined, 
it was replaced by farming, limestone 
production and a paper mill, and after 
World War II, tourism emerged as a 
major industry. Nestled along the 
northern shore of Lake Michigan where 
the lake meets the Manistique River, 
this region offers tourists considerable 
natural beauty and countless opportu-
nities to experience the outdoors in its 
natural state, from the shores of Lake 
Michigan, to the Seney National Wild-
life Refuge, to Hiawatha National For-
est, to name a few. 

Manistique’s sesquicentennial anni-
versary is a tribute to the strength and 
perseverance of its citizens and to the 
many that have played a role in the 
formation and evolution of this city 
from its inception. I invite my col-
leagues in the Senate to join me in rec-
ognizing this milestone, and I wish the 
residents of this city another century 
and a half of achievement and success.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DAVID CURLING 
∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to firefighter David Curl-
ing of Pine Bluff who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice while working to keep 
his fellow Arkansans safe. 

In late May, David lost his life after 
a 4-month battle with injuries he sus-
tained when a wall fell on him during a 
January fire. A 14-year firefighting vet-
eran, he was a lieutenant assigned to 
Station 3 at 30th Avenue and Ash 
Street in Pine Bluff. 

I extend my heartfelt condolences to 
David’s family, who mourn the loss of 
their loved one. David bravely and cou-
rageously fought to protect the lives of 
those under his watch. 

Along with all Arkansans, I recognize 
the courage, bravery, and dedication of 
our Arkansas emergency responders, 
who risk their lives each day to keep 
our citizens safe. We must do all we 
can to honor and remember those who 
make the ultimate sacrifice, as well as 
the family members, friends, and fel-
low officers they left behind. I thank 
these public servants for their service 
and sacrifice.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF EUREKA 
SPRINGS CARNEGIE PUBLIC LI-
BRARY 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I join residents of Eureka Springs in 
my home State of Arkansas to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Eureka Springs Car-
negie Public Library. Throughout the 
majority of the town’s history, the li-
brary has served as a vital resource for 
children and adults of all ages. 

Eureka Springs Carnegie Public Li-
brary is one of four Arkansas library 
buildings built with funding by Andrew 
Carnegie. The building itself was con-
structed of locally quarried stone and 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Libraries help build strong commu-
nities by promoting the joy of reading, 
the love of knowledge, and the excite-
ment of discovery. As the mother of 
twin boys, I know that reading is the 
foundation for success in the class-
room, and I encourage my boys to read 
not only at school but also at home. 
We must do everything we can to en-
sure that our Arkansas children have 
the books and technology they need to 
develop critical literacy skills and 
reach their full potential. 

Mr. President, I commend the librar-
ians, staff, and board members of Eure-
ka Springs Carnegie Library for their 
success in informing and inspiring 
their community. I encourage all Ar-
kansans to make a stop at their public 
library today to share in the joy of 
learning and knowledge.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EL DORADO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I salute the students, faculty, and staff 
of the El Dorado School District for 
their outstanding efforts to maintain 
the health and well-being of their 
school community. The district was re-
cently named the Gold Award Winner 
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of the 2010 Arkansas Healthy School 
Board, in addition to being named the 
2010 International PRIDE Team of the 
Year for their efforts to prevent youth 
drug abuse and violence. 

El Dorado was named to the Arkan-
sas Healthy School Board for their ef-
forts to offer healthier school lunches 
and healthy food in vending machines. 
As the mother of two boys, I under-
stand how important it is for parents 
to make healthy choices for their kids 
and help them learn to make healthy 
choices for themselves. Obesity is a 
growing problem across our Nation, 
and if kids learn good eating habits 
while they are young, that knowledge 
will stay with them throughout their 
entire lives. In addition, kids who are 
healthy and feel good perform better at 
school and in all areas of their lives. 

Unfortunately, many families in our 
country are unable to provide healthy, 
nutritious meals. More than ever, fami-
lies are looking to programs like the 
National School Lunch Program to en-
sure children’s nutritional needs are 
met. My Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 
Act of 2010 invests $4.5 billion in new 
child nutrition program funding over 
the next 10 years, the most historic in-
vestment in child nutrition programs 
since their inception. This investment 
is fully paid for and will not add to the 
national debt. 

I also commend the El Dorado PRIDE 
Youth Team, which was named the 2010 
International PRIDE Team of the 
Year. PRIDE Youth Programs, for-
merly Parents Resource Institute for 
Drug Education, is the Nation’s oldest 
and largest organization devoted to 
drug abuse and violence prevention 
through education. The mission of 
PRIDE is to educate, promote, and sup-
port drug-free youth. 

For the past 4 years, the El Dorado 
PRIDE team has been nominated as 
one of the top three teams in the Na-
tion. There are also 30 PRIDE members 
named each year to the National Team 
from all over the country. This year, 
three El Dorado students—Allison 
George, Tylor Ritz and Amanda York— 
were named to the national team. 

Mr. President, I salute the entire El 
Dorado community for their efforts to 
keep their schools healthy and safe.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHILIP LANDER 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, last Mon-
day, our Nation paused to remember 
the sacrifices that the men and women 
of our Armed Forces have made over 
the past 235 years. Indeed, Memorial 
Day is a time to reflect on the free-
doms and liberties we enjoy because of 
the heroic deeds of these brave service 
members. For those who made it back, 
many seek to continue giving back to 
the nation they love. Today I wish to 
recognize one such veteran, Philip 
Lander, who is the owner of Atlantic 
Defense Company, a small, service-dis-

abled veteran-owned construction firm 
in my home State of Maine that pro-
vides other veterans with an oppor-
tunity to find meaningful employment 
upon their return. For his efforts, Mr. 
Lander has been named the Small Busi-
ness Administration’s 2010 Maine Vet-
eran Small Business Champion, a truly 
prestigious honor that only begins to 
highlight his incredible work to help 
America’s veterans. 

Indeed, Mr. Lander can lay claim to a 
distinguished record of service to our 
Nation dating back to 1970, when he en-
listed in the U.S. Army during his time 
at the University of Maine. After 2 
years of service, he returned to Maine 
to complete a degree in agricultural 
engineering during which time he 
joined the Air National Guard. Mr. 
Lander was called up to active duty 
during several notable conflicts, in-
cluding Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm and the Bosnian war in 
the 1990s, and was recalled to duty 
after the tragic events of September 11, 
2001. 

Mr. Lander founded Atlantic Defense 
Company in 2005, after retiring from 
the U.S. Air Force the year before. At-
lantic Defense immediately got to 
work upon its inception, renovating 
the well-known Jordan Pond House in 
Maine’s Acadia National Park, as well 
as taking on a contract for the New 
Jersey Air National Guard rebuilding 
ground support equipment. Shortly 
after the scandal at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center, Atlantic Defense 
sought to help America’s veterans re-
ceive the care they are entitled to by 
assisting in the rehabilitation of the 
Nation’s VA hospital system. The com-
pany performed work at several hos-
pitals across New England, including 
Togus in Maine and Westhaven in Con-
necticut. 

Always seeking to give back to those 
who have served, Mr. Lander is in-
volved in the Helmets to Hardhats pro-
gram, which has the goal of helping 
veterans of the military, Reserves, and 
Guard transition from active duty to 
jobs in the construction industry. His 
company also transports a medical van 
to remote spots throughout the north-
west portion of Maine, to ensure that 
veterans living in those areas are able 
to receive care from the Togus VA sys-
tem. Mr. Lander also seeks to employ 
veterans in his company, which cur-
rently has 15 to 20 year-round employ-
ees, as well as through subcontracting 
opportunities with similar service-dis-
abled veteran-owned firms. 

It has been said of the members of 
our Nation’s Armed Forces that some 
gave all, but all gave some, and clearly, 
Philip Lander continues to give back 
even after his longtime career of serv-
ice to our nation. His generous and 
selfless efforts to employ fellow vet-
erans and provide them with critical 
opportunities back home is admirable. 
I congratulate him on his recognition 

as the 2010 Maine Veteran Small Busi-
ness Champion, and wish everyone at 
Atlantic Defense Company success in 
future projects.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:58 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5026. An act to amend the Federal 
Power Act to protect the bulk-power system 
and electric infrastructure critical to the de-
fense of the United States against cybersecu-
rity and other threats and vulnerabilities. 

H.R. 5133. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 331 1st Street in Carlstadt, New Jersey, as 
the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Frank T. Carvill and 
Lance Corporal Michael A. Schwarz Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 5278. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 405 West Second Street in Dixon, Illinois, 
as the ‘‘President Ronald W. Reagan Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

The message also announced that the 
House disagrees to the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4173) enti-
tled ‘‘An Act to provide for financial 
regulatory reform, to protect con-
sumers and investors, to enhance Fed-
eral understanding of insurance issues, 
to regulate the over-the-counter de-
rivatives markets, and for other pur-
poses’’ and agrees to the conference 
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon; and 
appoints the following Members as 
managers of the conference on the part 
of the House: 

From the Committee on Financial 
Services, for consideration of the 
House bill and the Senate amendment, 
and modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. FRANK of Massachu-
setts, KANJORSKI, Ms. WATERS, Mrs. 
MALONEY, Messrs. GUTIERREZ, WATT, 
MEEKS of New York, MOORE of Kansas, 
Ms. KILROY, Messrs. PETERS, BACHUS, 
ROYCE, Mrs. BIGGERT, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Messrs. HENSARLING, and GARRETT of 
New Jersey. 

From the Committee on Agriculture, 
for consideration of subtitles A and B 
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