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DO THE WRITE THING WRITING 

CHALLENGE FINALISTS 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the Do 
the Write Thing Challenge, or DtWT, is 
a national program that provides mid-
dle school students across the country 
with the opportunity to examine some 
of the most pressing issues facing their 
community. It encourages students to 
examine and confront the causes and 
the effects of youth violence through 
classroom discussions and writings. 
The focus is on preventative measures 
with an emphasis on personal responsi-
bility. Since the program’s founding in 
1994, hundreds of thousands of students 
have reaped benefits from this commu-
nity-based approach to addressing 
these complex and tragic issues. 

Middle school students from cities 
across the Nation participated in 
DtWT. These students submitted cre-
ative and poignant essays, poems, 
plays, or songs about their personal ex-
periences with youth violence. They 
wrote about the effect of violence in 
their lives and about how they can con-
tribute to efforts to eradicate it. Stu-
dents also pledged to carry out their 
ideas in their daily lives. This strategy, 
which empowers young people to make 
positive changes in their lives and 
communities, has surely had a positive 
impact on the communities in which 
these students reside. 

Each year, a DtWT Committee made 
up of business, community, and govern-
ment leaders from each participating 
jurisdiction reviews the writing sam-
ples and selects two national finalists. 
I am pleased to recognize this year’s 
national finalists from Detroit, Karan 
Patrick and KeJaun Williams. Their 
creative pieces about youth violence 
are heart-wrenching and timely. Karan 
and KeJaun wrote personal pieces 
about the profound impact violence has 
had on their young lives and about the 
lasting consequences of their choices. 
They conveyed a deep understanding of 
the result of youth violence. I am im-
pressed by the maturity they displayed 
in confronting this topic and congratu-
late them on being selected as national 
finalists. 

This summer, they will join other 
DtWT national finalists in Washington, 
DC, for National Recognition Week. 
While here, they will attend a cere-
mony in their honor. Their work also 
will be placed permanently in the Li-
brary of Congress. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating the work of the DtWT fi-
nalists and the many organizers across 
the country who facilitated open dis-
cussions in schools about youth vio-
lence. Their work is an essential ele-
ment in the development of local solu-
tions to youth violence in Michigan 
and across the Nation, and I applaud 
their efforts.∑ 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY 
OF MANISTIQUE 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the small 
towns and cities that dot this great Na-
tion are at the core of our country’s 
character and cultural fabric. These 
communities, and the legacy they em-
body, fashion the great American story 
through their unique chapters in this 
ongoing narrative. It is in this spirit 
that I recognize the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of the founding of the city 
of Manistique, MI. The residents of this 
great city will come together to cele-
brate this significant milestone with a 
summer of festivities. 

This community in the upper penin-
sula was first named in 1860 by Charles 
Harvey, a businessman who sought to 
build a small dam on the Manistique 
River. He would first name the area 
Epsport, after his wife’s family name. 
In 1879, Epsport was named county seat 
of Schoolcraft county, and a few years 
later, it was renamed Manistique 
Township. This area experienced a pe-
riod of rapid development, beginning in 
1872 with the relocation of Weston 
Lumber Company to Manistique by its 
founder, Abijah Weston. The rise of the 
timber industry spurred the creation of 
other industries, such as limestone, 
shingles, cooperage, a box factory, a 
charcoal iron company and a handle 
factory. 

Like many small towns and cities in 
the upper peninsula, Manistique has 
navigated major shifts in its core econ-
omy. The timber industry peaked in 
this region around 1920 and, along with 
it, the city’s population, boasting close 
to 10,000 residents, aided also by the ex-
pansion of the Soo Line Railroad to the 
area. As the timber industry declined, 
it was replaced by farming, limestone 
production and a paper mill, and after 
World War II, tourism emerged as a 
major industry. Nestled along the 
northern shore of Lake Michigan where 
the lake meets the Manistique River, 
this region offers tourists considerable 
natural beauty and countless opportu-
nities to experience the outdoors in its 
natural state, from the shores of Lake 
Michigan, to the Seney National Wild-
life Refuge, to Hiawatha National For-
est, to name a few. 

Manistique’s sesquicentennial anni-
versary is a tribute to the strength and 
perseverance of its citizens and to the 
many that have played a role in the 
formation and evolution of this city 
from its inception. I invite my col-
leagues in the Senate to join me in rec-
ognizing this milestone, and I wish the 
residents of this city another century 
and a half of achievement and success.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DAVID CURLING 
∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to firefighter David Curl-
ing of Pine Bluff who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice while working to keep 
his fellow Arkansans safe. 

In late May, David lost his life after 
a 4-month battle with injuries he sus-
tained when a wall fell on him during a 
January fire. A 14-year firefighting vet-
eran, he was a lieutenant assigned to 
Station 3 at 30th Avenue and Ash 
Street in Pine Bluff. 

I extend my heartfelt condolences to 
David’s family, who mourn the loss of 
their loved one. David bravely and cou-
rageously fought to protect the lives of 
those under his watch. 

Along with all Arkansans, I recognize 
the courage, bravery, and dedication of 
our Arkansas emergency responders, 
who risk their lives each day to keep 
our citizens safe. We must do all we 
can to honor and remember those who 
make the ultimate sacrifice, as well as 
the family members, friends, and fel-
low officers they left behind. I thank 
these public servants for their service 
and sacrifice.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF EUREKA 
SPRINGS CARNEGIE PUBLIC LI-
BRARY 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I join residents of Eureka Springs in 
my home State of Arkansas to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Eureka Springs Car-
negie Public Library. Throughout the 
majority of the town’s history, the li-
brary has served as a vital resource for 
children and adults of all ages. 

Eureka Springs Carnegie Public Li-
brary is one of four Arkansas library 
buildings built with funding by Andrew 
Carnegie. The building itself was con-
structed of locally quarried stone and 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Libraries help build strong commu-
nities by promoting the joy of reading, 
the love of knowledge, and the excite-
ment of discovery. As the mother of 
twin boys, I know that reading is the 
foundation for success in the class-
room, and I encourage my boys to read 
not only at school but also at home. 
We must do everything we can to en-
sure that our Arkansas children have 
the books and technology they need to 
develop critical literacy skills and 
reach their full potential. 

Mr. President, I commend the librar-
ians, staff, and board members of Eure-
ka Springs Carnegie Library for their 
success in informing and inspiring 
their community. I encourage all Ar-
kansans to make a stop at their public 
library today to share in the joy of 
learning and knowledge.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EL DORADO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I salute the students, faculty, and staff 
of the El Dorado School District for 
their outstanding efforts to maintain 
the health and well-being of their 
school community. The district was re-
cently named the Gold Award Winner 
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