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for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the American people demand real 
change in Washington. From record 
deficit spending to the passage of a 
health care bill most Americans don’t 
want, there is a serious disconnect be-
tween the congressional agenda and 
the desires of the American people. 

America Speaking Out is a timely 
initiative designed to start an honest 
discussion between Americans and 
their representatives. Through this in-
novative new forum, the American peo-
ple can give us their priorities and 
offer their ideas for a new agenda to 
solve the problems that confront our 
Nation. 

There is a deficit of trust in Con-
gress, and it is only by listening to the 
American people that we can earn back 
their trust and turn the country in the 
right direction. 

Check out the Web site, America 
Speaking Out. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, the historic 
health reform passed earlier this year 
is already having a positive impact on 
millions of American seniors. 

Starting today, Medicare will begin 
mailing out $250 rebate checks to assist 
those who fall into the prescription 
drug doughnut hole. In my home State 
of California, over 382,000 seniors will 
now find it a little bit easier to afford 
lifesaving medicine they need, no 
longer making the decision of paying 
for medicine, paying for mortgages, or 
putting food on the table, but getting 
the service they need. 

Starting next year, seniors in the 
doughnut hole will receive an addi-
tional 50 percent discount on all brand- 
name drugs. By the year 2020, the new 
law will totally close the doughnut 
hole. 

But the benefits don’t stop there. 
Health reform will provide free preven-
tive care services to all Medicare re-
cipients, and that extends Medicare 
solvency by an additional 12 years to 
the year 2029. 

Those who continue to call for repeal 
of reform want to move us back to the 
era of higher drug costs and less secu-
rity for seniors. Democrats will con-
tinue to fight to protect our most vul-
nerable Americans. 

f 

MR. PRESIDENT, WHOSE SIDE ARE 
YOU ON? 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. We all agree the loss of 
life that occurred last week when a flo-

tilla designed to challenge Israel’s ef-
fective blockade of Gaza ended in mili-
tary confrontation, but Israel has a 
right to defend itself. 

The history is clear in that region. 
Gaza is controlled by a terrorist orga-
nization known as Hamas. Hamas used 
Gaza as a launching pad for thousands 
of rockets that killed innocent civil-
ians in Israel. Israel responded with 
military force and has instituted a 
blockade that has saved lives in Gaza 
and in Israel. 

There’s no humanitarian crisis. Ten 
thousand tons of food and medical sup-
plies are transferred into Gaza every 
single week. 

Remarkably, yesterday, the Presi-
dent said it was time for Israel to 
sharply limit its effective blockade in 
Gaza saying, ‘‘The situation in Gaza is 
unsustainable.’’ The truth is, Mr. 
President, your policy in Israel is 
unsustainable. The American people 
are on the side of Israel and Israel’s 
right to defend herself. 

Mr. President, whose side are you on? 
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FILLING THE DOUGHNUT HOLE 

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, starting 
this week, tax-free rebate checks of 
$250 will be sent to seniors who have al-
ready hit the part D doughnut hole. 
This $250 rebate is a key improvement 
to Medicare and the first Medicare ben-
efit of the new health care reform law 
to take effect. 

These rebates are being sent out 3 
months ahead of schedule, and the first 
round of checks will reach nearly 80,000 
seniors who are already in the dough-
nut hole. Following this initial round 
of rebate checks, additional checks will 
be sent to seniors as they hit the 
doughnut hole. It’s estimated that 4 
million seniors across the country will 
receive a $250 rebate check this year. 

This is just a first phase of relief for 
seniors from prescription drug costs. 
Next year, seniors in the doughnut hole 
will see a 50 percent discount on brand- 
name drugs. 

While the Medicare part D prescrip-
tion drug program has helped millions 
of seniors obtain prescription drug cov-
erage, seniors who fall into the dough-
nut hole and receive no financial as-
sistance with their prescription drugs 
are often forced to put their health in 
danger by splitting pills or skipping 
treatments altogether to save on costs. 

Despite the clear benefits to seniors 
from the health care reform legisla-
tion, Republican leaders have now 
made it a priority to repeal this land-
mark law, which will take away these 
prescription drug cost savings and 
other benefits for seniors and millions 
of Americans. It is now time that we 
implement further reform. 

FARM BILL ENERGY TITLE 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the most difficult challenges 
facing our Nation’s future is providing 
clean, affordable, and reliable energy. 
The 2008 Farm Bill Energy Title pro-
vided a commitment to farm-based en-
ergy. 

While the intent of this agenda was 
to expand biofuels in a timely manner, 
many of my constituents have ex-
pressed frustration with the slow pace 
of USDA’s implementation. Nebraska’s 
Third Congressional District is a leader 
in biofuels, and I remain committed to 
advancing the critical, timely develop-
ment of our Nation’s biofuels industry 
while decreasing our Nation’s depend-
ence on foreign oil. 

I am confident that we can provide a 
cleaner environment and alleviate 
some of the economic pain Americans 
continue to experience. However, with-
out a strong commitment, our ad-
vanced biofuels industry faces massive 
uncertainties, jeopardizing our Na-
tion’s path to energy independence. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. MURPHY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, today we see the first benefits 
from the new health care reform law 
that was passed earlier by this Con-
gress and signed into law by the Presi-
dent. 

Eighty thousand seniors across 
America will be receiving checks that 
are being sent out, starting today, for 
$250 to help pay the costs of their pre-
scription drug coverage while they are 
in the doughnut hole. Other seniors 
that reach the doughnut hole through 
the rest of this year will also receive 
$250 checks to help them afford the pre-
scription drugs they need to live their 
lives safely and happily. 

Over the next 10 years, this health 
care reform will eliminate the dough-
nut hole completely for our seniors. 
That’s a step in the right direction, 
providing security and safety in the 
health care that our seniors need. 

Amazingly, though, some on the 
other side of the aisle are continuing to 
call, not to change the health care re-
form bill but to repeal it entirely, to 
cut up the checks, take them away 
from our seniors and stop the help that 
they need to pay for their prescription 
drugs. 

We will always be working to make 
our health care system better, but re-
pealing this positive step forward 
makes no sense to me. 
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