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UNITED STATES MARINE 

SERGEANT BRANDON BURY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride and a heavy heart that 
I speak today of a young marine from 
my district in Texas who gave his life 
while fighting the terrorists in Afghan-
istan. 

Marine Sergeant Brandon Bury was 
killed on Sunday, June 6 during com-
bat operations in Kabul. This is a pho-
tograph of this marvelous marine. He 
leaves behind his wife, Heather, and his 
two young sons, Cole, who is 3-years- 
old, and Cade, who is 1. 

Brandon was on his third tour of 
duty. He previously served two deploy-
ments in Iraq, and he left for Afghani-
stan this April as part of a team train-
ing Afghan police. 

He was 26 years of age and a 2002 
graduate of Kingwood High School in 
Texas. In his 26 short years, Brandon 
lived a lifetime of service to other peo-
ple. 

I talked to Brandon’s mom, Terri, 
this week. She told me that Brandon 
had just called her, and he had asked 
her to send him gifts for the local Af-
ghanistan children in his next care 
package. Brandon, always thinking 
about ways to do something for some-
body else. 

I have been to Afghanistan and, let 
me tell you something, Mr. Speaker, 
those Afghani kids love American war-
riors. They love our troops, and I have 
seen how they react to those troops 
firsthand. 

Marines like Brandon are the reason 
why. They are the best ambassadors for 
liberty and freedom that there are in 
the world because, you see, Americans 
never go to conquer. They go to lib-
erate. They go to lands they have never 
seen, and they fight for people they 
have never known. 

Brandon’s mom and dad, Terri and 
Bryan Bury, now live in Dallas, Texas, 
with his two brothers. I met Brandon 2 
years ago at a 4th of July celebration 
in Kingwood. He stood 6 foot 6 and he 
was all marine. He was an impressive 
individual, and his friends say even 
back in middle school Brandon knew 
what he wanted to do. He wanted to be 
a United States marine. 

He volunteered for the Marine Corps. 
He could have been an officer, but he 
wanted to be an enlisted man so he 
could be on the ground with other such 
marines. 

You know, Mr. Speaker, there is 
nothing like a U.S. marine. They go 
into the desert of the gun and the val-
ley of the sun. They go where others 
fear to tread and the timid are not 
found. 

These young warriors make great 
sacrifices today in the heat and the 
dust and the deserts and the rough, 

rugged mountains of Afghanistan. 
They track down those terrorists wher-
ever they try to hide. 

There have been 10 Texas warriors 
killed this year in Afghanistan, four 
from the Houston area. In our congres-
sional district in Texas, there have 
been a total of 29 warriors killed in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. 

It has been said that wars may be 
fought by weapons, but they are won 
by warriors. Brandon Bury was an 
American warrior. He was a hero in the 
tradition of our great men and women 
who defend the flag and liberty. It is 
America’s warriors who pay the price 
for our freedom. 

In America’s first war fighting for 
freedom, Patrick Henry said, ‘‘The bat-
tle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is 
to the vigilant, the active, and to the 
brave.’’ We are fortunate that these 
words still ring true today and that 
Americans like Brandon carry those 
values into battle. 

While we mourn the loss of Brandon 
Bury, we should thank God that a man 
like him ever lived. 

Killed with Sergeant Bury were 
Lance Corporal Derek Hernandez, 20, of 
Edinburg, Texas, and Corporal Donald 
Marler, 22, from St. Louis, part of the 
3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division based at Camp Pen-
dleton. These proud, young warriors 
were killed on the 66th anniversary of 
the D-day invasion of Europe. 

Shakespeare wrote about such men 
in Henry V, when he said, ‘‘From this 
day to the ending of the world, we in it 
shall be remembered. We few, we happy 
few, we band of brothers; for he today 
that sheds his blood with me shall be 
my brother.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we shall always remem-
ber Brandon and his fellow marine 
brothers and the lives they gave for 
freedom. So today I extend my prayers 
and condolences to Brandon’s wife and 
two young boys, and his parents, his 
relatives, and his friends in the 
Kingwood community. 

Mr. Speaker, when a warrior goes off 
to faraway lands, the family stands 
vigilant at home because they, too, 
have really gone off to war. 

Brandon was a marine. He was the 
poster boy for what is best about 
America. 

Where does America get such amaz-
ing breed, this rare breed like Brandon 
Bury? Mr. Speaker, there is nothing 
quite like a marine. It was said best by 
an Army general when he said there 
are only two groups that understand 
marines—marines and the enemy. 

So Semper Fi, Brandon Bury, Semper 
Fi. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TRILLION WITH A ‘‘T’’ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, a week 
ago Sunday, at approximately 10:06 
a.m., after the House had adjourned for 
recess and Americans were enjoying 
their holiday weekend, the Nation 
reached a truly disturbing milestone. 
At about that moment, according to 
the National Priorities Project, the 
combined amount of taxpayer money 
spent on the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan reached a staggering $1 trillion. 
That’s trillion with a ‘‘T,’’ Mr. Speak-
er. 

That’s a breathtaking amount of 
money to spend, even on something 
that works. But that kind of spending 
on two bloody wars that have taken 
thousands of American lives, desta-
bilized other parts of the world, and 
done nothing to achieve national secu-
rity goals, well, it’s positively shame-
ful. 

That trillion dollars doesn’t even in-
clude some bills that haven’t yet come 
due, like future medical costs for re-
turning Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, 
a commitment we absolutely must 
keep. Nor does it include interest our 
grandchildren will pay on the debt we 
have racked up to finance these wars. 

What I can’t help thinking, Mr. 
Speaker, is the lost opportunity costs 
that we should be taking into account. 
What could we be spending that kind of 
money on if we weren’t wasting it on 
immoral wars? 

The National Priorities Project did a 
few calculations that report what we 
could do with a trillion dollars. They 
say we could provide a year’s worth of 
health care to 161 million low-income 
Americans, or we could pay for 137 mil-
lion Head Start slots, or we could put 
16 million more teachers in our ele-
mentary school classrooms. 

But a funny thing happens whenever 
we try to make significant investments 
in the American people, especially 
those who find themselves struggling 
through no fault of their own. Sud-
denly, many of the same people who 
want to hand a blank check to the Pen-
tagon become the strictest penny- 
pinchers. The priorities are completely 
distorted. We have to fight and scrap 
for every dime of spending designed to 
help our own people. But in the name 
of overseas invasion and conquest, 
money is no object and no expense is 
spared. 

We don’t need to spend a trillion dol-
lars to combat terrorism and protect 
our people. Instead, we can implement 
a smart security strategy that rejects 
warfare for the kind of real power, 
moral authority, and humanitarian de-
cency that is American. It is America 
at its very best. 

It’s time to replace the military 
surge with a civilian surge, Mr. Speak-
er. We need aid workers, diplomatic 
initiatives, civil society programs, 
teachers, democracy promotion spe-
cialists, agricultural experts and much 
more, which would and will make us 
safer at a fraction of the cost. 
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Mr. Speaker, these trillion dollar 

wars have to end. It’s time to move to 
a smart security strategy. It’s time to 
bring our troops home. 

f 

BP OIL SPILL DISASTER: DAY 52 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
today represents day 52 of the worst en-
vironmental disaster in U.S. history, 
and on this 52nd day, BP is no closer to 
finding a solution. As families and 
small businesses in the Florida Keys 
and across the gulf coast continue to 
suffer, BP has failed to come through 
on an effective strategy for plugging 
the gushing rig and for picking up the 
oil. 

My office has been flooded with calls 
from constituents eager to offer their 
assistance in the cleanup effort. Com-
mercial fishermen, charter boat cap-
tains stand ready to lay boom and 
skim oil before it reaches the shore. 
Community organizations like United 
Way and the Florida Keys Environ-
ment Coalition have gathered volun-
teers ready to patrol the shoreline 
searching for tar balls. Unfortunately, 
BP has not provided these groups with 
the necessary training to assist in the 
cleanup effort. 

As many constituents have com-
plained to me, BP is failing to utilize 
members of the Keys community. In-
stead, BP is waiting until oil washes 
ashore to take action. 

Additionally, many residents have 
called to offer their suggestions on how 
to clean up this mess. I sincerely hope 
that BP is giving due consideration to 
all of these suggestions. Clearly, BP’s 
plan has not worked. The cleanup plan 
in Louisiana is abysmal. It is time for 
BP to look elsewhere. 

Yesterday, I met with BP executives 
to discuss the company’s slow, unco-
ordinated, and half-baked response ef-
forts in Florida. At this meeting, I re-
layed the frustrations of many south 
Florida small business owners who are 
going through the BP claims process. 
These individuals are required to go 
through a long, complicated, and belit-
tling process in order to receive the 
compensation that they serve because, 
for their economic loss, they had a 
downturn in business as a result of the 
premature panic from the BP oil spill. 

b 1545 
Let me be clear: These hardworking 

men and women are not looking for a 
handout, Mr. Speaker. They would 
much rather be working. Unfortu-
nately, the disaster in the gulf has 
taken a tremendous toll on fishermen, 
on dive shops, on restaurants, on mo-
tels, and many tourist-related busi-
nesses in the Keys. 

BP needs to completely revamp its 
claims process. In the Keys, two claims 

offices opened by BP are virtually use-
less. Individuals seeking compensation 
leave these offices with stacks of com-
plicated paperwork, legal documenta-
tion, and little guidance. 

I have requested detailed information 
from BP on its claims process. We need 
to demand complete transparency in 
this process, including data on how 
claims are being evaluated, how pay-
ment sums are being determined, and 
how quickly claims are being proc-
essed. Complicated legal documents 
just will not do. 

On a related note, the Federal agen-
cies need to come up with a plan in the 
event of a tropical storm or hurricane 
in the gulf. Hurricane season has just 
started. Experts at the National Hurri-
cane Center predict that the 2010 hurri-
cane season could be one of the most 
active on record. Forecasters are pre-
dicting anywhere between 14 to 23 
named storms this season. Of course, it 
only takes one. Just ask the Florida 
residents who suffered through Hurri-
cane Andrew, or just ask those resi-
dents in New Orleans who are still re-
covering from Hurricane Katrina. 

In addition to a predicted active 
storm season, our communities are 
now saddled with the uncertainty of an 
oil spill. The ruptured oil rig is located 
right in the middle of hurricane alley. 
Scientists have suggested that the 
sheer strength of a hurricane could 
turn the oil slick into a devastating 
black surf. I shudder to think of the 
long-term economic devastation and 
environmental damage caused by this 
toxic combination. 

BP and, indeed, all of our Federal 
agencies must prepare now for a worst- 
case scenario later. BP cannot con-
tinue to sit idly by while communities 
are destroyed. 

f 

MAVI MARMARA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, the events 
that transpired in the Mediterranean 
off the coast of Israel on May 31st were 
profoundly unfortunate and the loss of 
life is deeply regrettable. 

We await a full and credible account 
of what happened aboard the Mavi 
Marmara, yet we know that Israel has 
the right and obligation to protect her 
citizens and borders, in this case by en-
forcing a legal naval blockade to allow 
certification of peaceful end use of 
goods transported into Gaza. 

In the days since the incident, Israel 
has released all people detained and 
has inspected and trucked the flotilla 
aid cargo to Gaza, where I understand 
it awaits permission from Hamas to 
cross. 

Sadly, last week’s confrontation 
could have been avoided. Israel offered 
the flotilla organizers the chance to 

have their cargo inspected at the Port 
of Ashdod and transported to Gaza. 
Five of the six ships in the flotilla 
complied nonviolently, but the Mavi 
Marmara, loaded with over 500 people, 
refused. 

The sequence of events that subse-
quently led to violence is disputed, but 
it is obvious, to me anyway, that the 
actions of the Mavi Marmara were need-
lessly provocative. 

Israel should lead an impartial, 
transparent, and prompt examination 
of the incident. And inquiries may 
show how the interdiction could have 
been accomplished without loss of life. 

It seems to me that the Israeli sol-
diers were right to defend themselves 
from the brutal assault. We saw this on 
video. It does not seem clear that the 
situation had to unfold as it did, how-
ever. 

Israel announced yesterday that a 
highly respected team of experts will 
review the investigations that are now 
under way, with a report expected in 
about a month. The United States 
should assist our ally in this endeavor, 
and the world community should with-
hold judgment until a reliable inquiry 
is complete. Yet many around the 
world, once again, are rushing to blame 
Israel before fully examining all the 
facts. 

The United States, correctly, voted 
against a United Nations Human 
Rights Council resolution that called 
for an independent fact-finding mis-
sion, while at the same time, pre-
maturely condemning Israel’s actions. 
This apparent bias cannot be allowed 
to inflame an already volatile situa-
tion. 

I have called for increased humani-
tarian aid to the people of Gaza for 
more than a year now. Legitimate hu-
manitarian needs cannot be ignored. 
However, continued interference and 
provocations by any nation or faction 
in the region are unhelpful and dan-
gerous. 

The United States, the Arab states, 
and others must continue to facilitate 
vigorous and sustained diplomacy until 
lasting peace is achieved. Ultimately, 
only a just, permanent, and peaceful 
settlement between Israelis and Pal-
estinians can ensure the security and 
the welfare of all in the region. 

f 

FREE ENTERPRISE, FREE MARKET 
EQUALS RECOVERY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, in to-
day’s Washington Post, the very promi-
nent columnist George Will has a col-
umn about how the very limited recov-
ery that has gone on in this country 
over the last few months is a jobless re-
covery, a term that we are hearing 
from many, many experts throughout 
the country. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:33 Jul 15, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H10JN0.001 H10JN0pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T18:32:41-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




