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kind, in our experience. In fact, I was 
talking with the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency yes-
terday, and she said, do you know how 
many oil spills we’re dealing with es-
sentially daily? Not on this scale, but 
it should be expected, it can be ex-
pected, in fact it must be expected 
that, if you drill, you will spill. 

As our colleague from Oregon was 
saying, for BP to go into this with no 
preparation whatsoever—I mean, they 
talk about they are a company that 
manages risk. Well, if they manage 
risk, they know, by definition, things 
can go wrong. That’s what risk means: 
There is a down side. Well, what prep-
arations, what plans, what studies, 
what research did they do for the down 
side? None. 

Now, we are in the process of not 
only extending the liability limit—and 
today we removed the per-incident 
limit so that the Coast Guard is not 
constrained by the $150 million limit, 
which they are already pushing up 
against—but we also must make sure 
that there is an enforcement of stand-
ards within the Minerals Management 
Agency separating those who grant the 
leases from those who collect the roy-
alties on the leases from those who en-
force the standards. We haven’t done 
that. So we must do that, and we must 
do that soon, so that if any oil drilling 
is going to continue, that preparations 
are made for the down side. 

I hope, in fact, that we wean our-
selves from this archaic fuel as soon as 
possible. I mean, what does the word 
‘‘fossil’’ mean to most people? That 
means out of date. What we are talking 
about here, what these companies have 
been developing ever-more-sophisti-
cated technologies to do is to bind our-
selves more strongly to an archaic way 
of powering our society and our econ-
omy. It is archaic. We should be mov-
ing away from it as rapidly as possible 
so that this won’t happen again, be-
cause it need not happen again. 

I thank my friend for drawing our 
colleagues’ attention to this and talk-
ing about those things that we will be 
doing over the next couple of weeks, 
lifting the liability limits to put in 
place research programs and regu-
latory programs for the future. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I thank 
our friend from New Jersey and thank 
him for his leadership as well. 

Let me close by pointing out that 
there is a danger to bumper-sticker 
public policy making. Those who lived 
by ‘‘drill, baby, drill’’ now have to ex-
amine not only their consciences but 
the consequences of the actions that 
flowed from that strident call. ‘‘Drill, 
baby, drill’’ has now become ‘‘spill, 
baby, spill.’’ 

The Governor of Louisiana today, 
Bobby Jindal, when he was in this body 
in 2005 said the following: ‘‘We have a 
choice. Many of my colleagues do not 
want us drilling for oil off the coast of 

Florida and do not want us to drill for 
oil off the coast of California. I would 
ask those colleagues to join with me in 
providing incentives so that we can 
drill for oil in the deep waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico. The people of Lou-
isiana,’’ he said, ‘‘welcome this produc-
tion. We know it is good for our State, 
our country, and our economy.’’ 

I wonder if the Governor of Louisiana 
might pause today in calling for the 
government’s assistance to clean up 
the worst oil spill, and arguably one of 
the worst environmental disasters ever 
to descend on our country, to consider 
whether that public policy statement 
made sense then and whether it makes 
sense now. 

The consequences of that philosophy 
of unrestricted oil drilling, irrespective 
of the environmental concerns, irre-
spective of the need for reasonable and 
prudent regulatory oversight to pro-
tect the public from precisely this kind 
of unmitigated disaster, have now ac-
tually happened because a whole bunch 
of people in a position to know better 
put oil ahead of everything else, in-
cluding the public interests. 

I yield to my friend from New Jersey. 
Mr. HOLT. I thank the gentleman. 
You spoke earlier about the liability, 

a very important principle that has 
been to some extent and should be to 
the full extent of American law in this 
area, which is, ‘‘polluter pays.’’ That 
has been the basis of the Superfund 
program. That should be the basis for 
the oil liability legislation. 

BP has said they will pay reasonable 
costs and that sort of thing. We 
shouldn’t have to take their word for 
it. We shouldn’t have to take the word 
of a company that has flagrantly cut 
corners in the past at huge cost to life 
and natural environment, whether 
you’re talking about the Texas City re-
finery, whether you’re talking about 
the blowouts on the North Slope of 
Alaska, whether you’re talking about 
the blowouts on the pipeline in Alaska, 
whether you’re talking about failure to 
level with the American public and 
even with the Coast Guard and the ex-
perts on how much oil was escaping 
from this very well. The number keeps 
shifting, and the oil company, I think, 
has not been fully forthcoming. 

So this company asks us to take 
their word for it that they will pay, 
that they will pay for the cleanup, that 
they will pay for the environmental 
damages, they will pay for the eco-
nomic damages and dislocation. I want 
that established in law. The liability 
limit should be raised to many billions 
of dollars, if there is a limit at all. 

Now, some here in the Congress, par-
ticularly from the other side, have 
said, ‘‘Well, but you’ll drive out the 
mom-and-pop, you’ll drive out the 
small independents.’’ Well, you have to 
have the ability to prevent and repair 
and pay for any damages when you go 
into business. 

The point of the oil liability legisla-
tion is not to protect small businesses; 
it’s to protect our environment and the 
life of American citizens and the well 
being and economic opportunities for 
American citizens. And that means 
that the consideration should be how 
much damage can be done, and the li-
ability limit should be large enough to 
cover the damage that can be done, not 
to ask whether this is going to put too 
much of a burden on a small company. 
The consideration should be, what is 
the damage? And there should be ade-
quate liability to cover that. 

I’m hopeful that, in the next week or 
so, we will raise this liability limit 
from the laughably small number of $75 
million to at least $10 billion. And I 
thank the gentleman for joining me in 
this effort. The American public is cry-
ing for it. They want to know that in 
law and in fact BP will be held respon-
sible for the damage they have done. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I thank 

my colleague from New Jersey. Again, 
I thank him so much for his participa-
tion tonight and for his leadership, es-
pecially in leading us in a legislative 
remedy. 

I want to end with this: on June 10, 
2008, one of our colleagues actually said 
the following: 

There are 3,200 oil rigs off the coast 
of Louisiana. During Katrina, not a 
single drop was spilled. Actually, 
600,000 gallons were spilled, but more 
than 7 billion barrels have been 
pumped from these wells over the past 
quarter century. Yet only 1–1/1000th of 
1 percent was spilled. We would suggest 
that JOHN MCCAIN revisit his reserva-
tions about ANWR and run against the 
‘‘drill nothing’’ Congress. Energy de-
velopment and the environment are 
not mutually exclusive. In fact, this 
Republican colleague said, we would 
suggest that the first joint town hall 
meeting with Barack Obama, proposed 
by MCCAIN, be held on one of those off-
shore Louisiana rigs. 

Surely, I hope our colleague did not 
mean this rig, the one that blew up, 
caught on fire, cost a number of lives, 
and led to the largest environmental 
disaster in American history. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request 

of Mr. HOYER) for today. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 
By unanimous consent, permission to 

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 
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