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here, working very diligently on sus-
pension calendar bills, doing virtually 
nothing about the national debt except 
adding to it day after day after day. 

If you were to have a household in-
come, and you were trying to deter-
mine what to do with your debt, it 
seems to me the first thing you would 
do is you would adopt a budget. You 
would adopt a budget to try and figure 
out your income, your expenses, how 
much debt you could have. But we have 
been informed by the majority that 
we’re not even going to start with that 
this year. We are going to forget about 
even coming up with a budget, I guess 
because we’re so embarrassed about the 
numbers that would be in there. 

Let’s at least do what families do: 
adopt a budget and then keep it. 

f 

ADMINISTRATION AWOL ON OIL 
SPILL 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
took President Obama 12 days to visit 
the gulf coast oil spill. In contrast, 
President Bush visited New Orleans 
just 4 days after Hurricane Katrina; yet 
the national media harshly criticized 
his response as being too slow. 

For more than a month, the Obama 
administration said that BP was re-
sponsible for stopping the oil. Finally, 
during the President’s first news con-
ference in 10 months, he said, ‘‘I take 
responsibility. It is my job to make 
sure that everything is done to shut 
this down.’’ 

Tomorrow the President finally will 
address the country to discuss the oil 
spill. The national media should hold 
the Obama administration to the same 
standard they did the Bush administra-
tion. Anything less shows a partisan 
bias. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1368) supporting the 
goals of National Dairy Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1368 

Whereas since 1939, June has been cele-
brated as National Dairy Month; 

Whereas there are nearly 70,000 dairy farms 
throughout the United States, and approxi-
mately 99 percent of these farms are family 
owned; 

Whereas the dairy industry in the United 
States produces more than 170 billion pounds 
of milk annually and contributes tens of bil-
lions of dollars to the economy; 

Whereas dairy products are an important 
source of calcium and have been long recog-
nized as an integral part of a healthy diet for 
both children and adults; 

Whereas dairy farmers are significant con-
tributors to efforts to preserve farmland and 
the rural character of communities across 
the country; and 

Whereas the dairy industry has faced sig-
nificant challenges recently due to high pro-
duction costs and low retail prices, which 
has forced many farms to close: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals of National Dairy 
Month; 

(2) encourages States and local govern-
ments to observe National Dairy Month with 
appropriate activities and events that pro-
mote the dairy industry; 

(3) recognizes the important role that the 
dairy industry has played in the economic 
and nutritional well-being of Americans; 

(4) commends dairy farmers for their con-
tinued hard work and commitment to the 
United States economy and to the preserva-
tion of open space; and 

(5) encourages all Americans to show their 
continued support for the dairy industry and 
dairy farmers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BRIGHT) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on H. 
Res. 1368. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
The resolution we are considering 

today supports the goals of National 
Dairy Month, recognizes the impor-
tance of our dairy industry and com-
mends dairy farmers for their contin-
ued hard work. Our Nation’s 57,000 
dairy farms provide healthy, nutritious 
milk and dairy products to families 
across the country. The products pro-
duced by our Nation’s dairy farmers 
provide the nutrients necessary to sup-
port a healthy lifestyle and ensure our 
children and grandchildren grow 
healthy and strong. 

The U.S. dairy industry produces 189 
billion pounds of milk annually and 
contributes tens of billions of dollars 
to our economy. The House Agriculture 

Committee has recently held farm bill 
hearings across the country where 
Members have had the opportunity to 
hear from our Nation’s dairy pro-
ducers. Like too many in our Nation, 
dairy farmers are facing difficult 
times. Production costs remain high, 
but retail prices are low, and the credit 
farmers need to stay in business is dif-
ficult to find. 

As we begin the process of writing a 
new farm bill, I am hopeful that we can 
work with our Nation’s dairy farmers 
to develop new policies that will pro-
vide a better safety net that will en-
sure they can continue to meet our 
dairy needs and play a vital role in our 
Nation’s economy. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
passage of this resolution today to sup-
port the goals of National Dairy 
Month. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise in support of H. Res. 1368, sup-
porting the goals of National Dairy 
Month, and I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, for more than 70 years, 
we have celebrated the month of June 
as National Dairy Month. Today it is 
particularly important to recognize the 
efforts of the hardworking men and 
women in the dairy industry. 

The 19th Congressional District is 
one of the fastest growing dairy re-
gions in the Nation, but many dairy 
producers from west Texas and the big 
country are concerned about low milk 
prices and rising production costs that 
are making it difficult for these oper-
ations to survive. 

Dairy products, like milk, cheese and 
ice cream, contain essential nutrients, 
including calcium, and potassium. 
These products may help to reduce 
your risk for high blood pressure, 
osteoporosis, and certain cancers. Na-
tional Dairy Month is a great oppor-
tunity to get together with friends and 
family and celebrate an industry that 
provides nutritional value to our lives 
and is an important part of many local 
economies. 

I want to take a moment to acknowl-
edge the efforts that are underway 
within the National Milk Producers 
Federation. They are working to de-
velop policy proposals to address the 
current crisis that have affected the 
profitability of nearly every dairy farm 
in this country. While I may not agree 
with each of their policy recommenda-
tions, I do appreciate the forward 
thinking and innovative approach that 
they are taking. 

However, despite these efforts, it is 
likely that whatever we do to ‘‘fix’’ the 
dairy policy will be negatively offset as 
a result of other policies advocated by 
this administration and the Demo-
cratic leadership in Congress. Whether 
we are talking about the cap-and-tax 
bill or the growing list of regulatory 
proposals being advanced at the EPA 
and other Federal agencies, there 
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