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WELCOMING THE HONORABLE TOM 

GRAVES TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 
(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, 
Members of the House, it’s a great 
honor to introduce TOM GRAVES, the 
newest member of the Georgia delega-
tion and, obviously, the newest Mem-
ber of the United States Congress. TOM 
comes to us from the Ninth District of 
Georgia, the seat which was held by 
Nathan Deal. And we all miss Nathan. 
He was a leading voice on Medicaid and 
immigration issues. And I know that 
TOM will continue that fight for the 
people of the Ninth District of Georgia. 

TOM comes from Ranger, Georgia. 
You may not know Ranger, Georgia, 
population 91, but it’s a little bit down 
the road from Red Bud, Georgia, which 
isn’t incorporated, and not too far from 
Fairmount, Georgia. The three of them 
collectively are near nothing at all. 
They are in Gordon County. 

Now, TOM served for 71⁄2 years in the 
Georgia General Assembly and was on 
the Transportation, Health and Human 
Services Committee and the Ways and 
Means Committee. He was a leader in 
job creation for the State of Georgia, 
and with his JOBS Act, introduced in 
2009, he worked for pro-growth legisla-
tion—legislation that would phase out 
the corporate income tax and elimi-
nate the burdensome inventory tax for 
Georgia businesses. For this, he was 
recognized by ALEC, the American 
Legislative Exchange Council, to which 
many of us once belonged. He was nom-
inated and earned the title of Legis-
lator of the Year. 

TOM has also been recognized by the 
National Federation of Independent 
Businesses as the Guardian of Small 
Business and by the Georgia Retail As-
sociation for being Legislator of the 
Year, and was one of only two State 
legislators in the country to be se-
lected by FreedomWorks Foundation 
to receive the Legislative Entrepre-
neurial Award. 

TOM, we’re very glad to have you. 
But we’re also especially glad to have 
your wife, Julie, who’s sitting up in the 
gallery. TOM also has his three children 
with him today: JoAnn, John, and 
Janey. And we’re glad that you’re 
going to share your daddy with us. 

TOM is well known back home for 
having a beautiful family and a very 
ugly pickup truck. But he is com-
mitted to the truck. He’s had it for 13 
years—and he thought that was a long 
time. But I want to introduce you to 
GARY ACKERMAN, who will tell you how 
to really take care of a car, which I 
think now is going on 30 years old. 

TOM, I also want to tell my friends 
CLIFF STEARNS and CORRINE BROWN, 
who come from a State that likes to 
pretend like they play football, that 
TOM Graves is a Georgia Bulldog. We 

can always use one more in the world. 
So if any of you people from Florida 
want to convert, it would be a good 
time. 

TOM, we welcome you to the greatest 
body, the greatest legislative body the 
world has ever seen: the United States 
Congress. 

With that, I want to yield to my good 
friend, Mr. JOHN LEWIS, the dean of our 
delegation. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to thank my 
good friend, JACK KINGSTON, for yield-
ing me time. 

As the dean of the Georgia delega-
tion, it is my great pleasure to wel-
come TOM GRAVES to the United States 
House of Representatives. Mr. GRAVES 
is not a stranger to Georgia politics. 
He served in the Georgia State House 
of Representatives for almost 8 years. 
TOM, I not only welcome you, but I am 
proud to welcome your beautiful wife, 
Julie, and your three lovely and beau-
tiful children. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Georgia is recognized. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker and Congressman LEWIS, Con-
gressman KINGSTON, thank you. 

As we recognize Flag Day today, it’s 
also a reminder of the greatness of this 
young Republic, the foundations for 
which it rests, and the opportunity 
that awaits. 

As one who didn’t grow up in wealth 
or politics but, really, quite the oppo-
site—very simple beginnings in a sin-
gle-wide trailer on a tar and gravel 
road in the backwoods of north Geor-
gia—I am here now able to pay tribute 
to my parents who couldn’t give me 
the material things in life but, instead, 
they showed me love and they encour-
aged me to dream big, to work hard, 
and achieve much. 

And while I am standing before you 
today as a freshman Member, I am the 
freshest voice from the campaign trail. 
And the message from the hills of 
north Georgia to the Hill of this great 
building is very clear, and that is that 
it’s time to curb spending. It’s time to 
balance the budget, and it’s time to 
empower the people. 

While the challenges are great in this 
Nation, the will and the Constitution 
of her people are greater. And, you 
know, my dad was right. If we, as 
Americans, dream big, work hard, we 
can achieve much as a Nation. 

So on behalf of Georgia Nine, Madam 
Speaker, I am here to go to work. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath to the gentleman from 
Georgia, the whole number of the 
House is 433. 

SUPPORTING DESIGNATION OF 
AMERICAN EAGLE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TONKO). Without objection, 5-minute 
voting will continue. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-

finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1409) expressing 
support for designation of June 20, 2010, 
as ‘‘American Eagle Day’’, and cele-
brating the recovery and restoration of 
the bald eagle, the national symbol of 
the United States, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINO-
JOSA) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 360, nays 0, 
not voting 72, as follows: 

[Roll No. 356] 

YEAS—360 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boccieri 
Boehner 
Bono Mack 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Braley (IA) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cassidy 
Castle 

Castor (FL) 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Childers 
Chu 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
Connolly (VA) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crenshaw 
Critz 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Dahlkemper 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Djou 
Doggett 
Donnelly (IN) 
Doyle 
Dreier 
Driehaus 
Duncan 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Filner 
Flake 
Fleming 

Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gallegly 
Garamendi 
Garrett (NJ) 
Giffords 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gonzalez 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Guthrie 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Halvorson 
Hare 
Harman 
Harper 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heinrich 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Holt 
Hoyer 
Hunter 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson Lee 

(TX) 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:44 Jul 11, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H14JN0.000 H14JN0pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T18:33:54-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




