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Trevor Ball—Plano, Texas—Plano East 
Senior High School 

Matthew Craft—Murphy, Texas—Plano East 
Senior High School 

Nathan Ley—Plano, Texas—Plano Senior 
High School 

Congratulations are in order for these 13 
appointees. God bless you, God bless Amer-
ica, and I salute you. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2010 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
354 my vote in support of S. 3474—To amend 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to authorize ad-
vances from Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund—was 
not recorded by the House voting system. I 
fully supported this bill and should have been 
recorded as ‘‘yea.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF EDWARD 
GEFFNER, PRESIDENT AND CEO 
OF PROJECT RENEWAL, ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
acknowledge the achievements of Mr. Edward 
Geffner on the occasion of his retirement as 
the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Project Renewal, a not-for profit organization 
dedicated to serving the needs of homeless 
persons in New York City. 

Edward Geffner began his work with Project 
Renewal in 1976. For the past third of a cen-
tury, he has served the organization as its Ex-
ecutive Director, leading it with extraordinary 
compassion and commitment. Under his able 
management, Project Renewal has reached 
out to countless homeless men and women in 
need of support. 

Under Mr. Geffner’s leadership, Project Re-
newal has taken a comprehensive approach in 
providing critical assistance to its clients. The 
organization reaches out to homeless men 
and women on the streets of our nation’s 
greatest city through mobile medical and psy-
chiatric teams. Project Renewal helps provides 
essential services to those who are also cop-
ing with mental illness or drug addiction by 
linking residents to treatment programs that 
help them combat addiction or learn to man-
age their mental illness. Edward Geffner and 
the Project Renewal staff recognize that a 
good job is critical to independent living, and 
they have created a wide range of employ-
ment initiatives, including a culinary arts pro-
gram that has successfully placed 85 percent 
of its graduates in jobs. I have seen the effec-
tiveness of the programs that Project Renewal 
operates in the district that I represent. 

Supported largely by private philanthropy 
and corporate sponsors, Edward Geffner and 

Project Renewal have worked in collaboration 
with numerous public, private, and not-for-prof-
it organizations and social service providers to 
help homeless and formerly homeless individ-
uals and families find employment and hous-
ing. Trained social workers and staff mem-
bers, many of whom were formerly homeless, 
visit and coordinate services for those in need 
of assistance in managing and in accessing 
benefits and medical and social services to 
which they are entitled. Project Renewal pro-
vides information, referral and ongoing moni-
toring and care management as well as pro-
viding some special services that are not of-
fered by other service providers. The agency 
also collaborates with organizations at all lev-
els to develop and improve coordination of 
services for the homeless and formerly home-
less persons who need individualized commu-
nity-based preventive protective services if 
they are to live safely in their own homes. 
Thanks in no small part to Edward Geffner’s 
expert leadership, Project Renewal now pro-
vides dedicated and compassionate assist-
ance to more than 10,000 New Yorkers every 
year. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of a lifetime 
of service to others, I request that my distin-
guished colleagues join me in paying tribute to 
Edward Geffner, a great New Yorker and a 
great American. Throughout a career of pro-
fessional and voluntary activity, he has fought 
for and secured immeasurable improvements 
to the quality of life of his fellow New Yorkers. 
Edward Geffner’s selfless and enduring dedi-
cation to public and community serves as an 
inspiration to us all. 
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HONORING MR. CARL VILARDO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the years of service given to 
the people of Chautauqua County by Mr. Carl 
Vilardo. Mr. Vilardo served his constituency 
faithfully and justly during his tenure as a 
member of the Westfield Town Council. 

Public service is a difficult and fulfilling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but 
only a few are able to reach the end. Mr. 
Vilardo served his term with his head held 
high and a smile on his face the entire way. 
I have no doubt that his kind demeanor left a 
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County. 

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the 
wonderful place that we all know it can be. Mr. 
Vilardo is one of those people and that is why, 
Madam Speaker, I rise in tribute to him today. 

CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR ORA MAE HARN, THE FIRST 
LADY OF MARANA 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2010 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ora Mae Harn, the First 
Lady of Marana, Arizona, who on June 10th 
will be honored at the Marana Council Cham-
bers for her work to establish the Marana Her-
itage Conservancy. 

Ora Mae Harn is the former mayor and cur-
rent town historian of Marana, a fast-growing 
community in the northwestern corner of Ari-
zona’s 8th Congressional District. Those two 
titles, however, do not even come close to de-
scribing the extraordinary impact that Ora Mae 
has had on her hometown. 

Ora Mae is one of the most prominent 
voices and faces of Marana. She is well- 
known as a tireless champion for the citizens 
of Marana and their interests. If any one per-
son can embody the community spirit that de-
fines Marana, it is Ora Mae Ham. 

The residents of Marana acknowledge the 
contributions of Ora Mae every time they play 
a ball game, use a grill or go for a stroll at Ora 
Mae Harn Park. Having a park named after 
her is one way that her grateful community ex-
presses appreciation for all she has done to 
implement the vision that has made Marana 
such a wonderful place to live, work and raise 
a family. 

Ora Mae was a member of the Marana 
Town Council and served as mayor for eight 
years. As a public servant, her commitment 
and dedication to the betterment of Marana al-
ways were obvious. Under her wise leader-
ship, the town grew from an agricultural com-
munity to the family-friendly town it is today. 

When Ora Mae moved to Marana in 1961, 
she immediately became involved in civic life. 
Early on she worked for the Marana Unified 
School District driving a school bus and 
cooked in the school cafeteria. She helped 
found and worked at the Marana Health Cen-
ter and she still helps the center with fund-
raising to this day. She also has served as the 
president of the Arizona Women in Municipal 
Government and as a representative to the 
Pima Association of Governments. 

Ora Mae’s activism went beyond the cor-
ridors of government. She applied her well- 
honed organizational skills to Marana’s Found-
er’s Day Committee, the Sister Cities Pro-
gram, Yoem Pueblo Rehabilitation Project and 
the Lot Beautification Program. She also was 
instrumental in the formation of the Marana 
Food Bank. 

Today, in addition to serving as the town 
historian, Ora Mae heads the Marana Heritage 
Conservancy, which aims to preserve and en-
hance the town’s past. Given her longstanding 
association with and deep love for Marana, 
there is no better person for that important job. 

Recently the Marana Town Council entered 
into an Intergovernmental Agreement with the 
Marana Heritage Conservancy. This unani-
mous decision affirmed the credibility of the 
Conservancy and Ora Mae’s efforts to develop 
an organization that will ensure that the history 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:45 Jul 11, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR10\E14JN0.000 E14JN0pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T18:18:28-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




