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have a great group of former Members to 
work with on the Executive Committee level 
and we are pleased to announce that former 
Member of Congress Jim Kolbe will become a 
new officer with the Former Members Asso-
ciation. In addition, I wish to thank our 
Board of Directors and our counselors for 
their commitment to our Association. Your 
service is valued and appreciated! As of July 
1st our newest board member will be former 
Member of Congress Scott Klug. 

To administer all these programs takes a 
staff of dedicated and enthusiastic profes-
sionals. We have five full-time employees 
and we appreciate their hard work. They are: 

Esra Alemdar, Program Officer 
Bryan Corder, Member Services Manager 
Tracy Fine, Democracy Officer 
Sudha David-Wilp, International Programs 

Director 
Pete Weichlein, Executive Director 
Closing Remarks. That concludes the 40th 

Report to Congress by the U.S. Association 
of Former Members of Congress. We thank 
the Congress, Majority Leader Hoyer, and 
Minority Leader Boehner for giving us the 
opportunity to report again this year on the 
activities of our organization and we look 
forward to another active and productive 
year. Thank you. 

Mr. HERTEL. I thank the gentleman 
from Arizona and the president of our 
association for all his service. I think 
it could be summarized best by Speak-
er PELOSI, coming this morning to our 
memorial service for those Members 
who have died in this last year in talk-
ing about Jay Rhodes and how much 
she respected him and how she hopes 
he will continue in service of this orga-
nization and in service of our country. 
Those were the remarks of Speaker 
PELOSI this morning. 

I want to thank Lorraine Miller, the 
Clerk of the House, for being with us 
again and for hosting us and for spend-
ing all this time with us. We are hon-
ored to have you here. Thank you very 
much, Madam Clerk. I want to thank 
all of the guests of our whip and Budg-
et chairman, Bill Gray, who received 
our Distinguished Service Award. We 
are very honored that you all took the 
time to come. You are just as proud of 
him as we are. You know how much 
time it took from his community but 
especially his family. 

I want to recognize his wife, Andrea; 
their three sons, Bill, Justin and An-
drew, up in the gallery; their daughter- 
in-law, Jennifer; and two grand-
children, Sabrina and Aidan, here 
today. Thank you very much for com-
ing. We are so proud of him and for all 
the time he gave on behalf of us taken 
from you. 

Finally, I want to thank Richard 
Balfe from the European Union Asso-
ciation of Former Members; Steven 
Gilchrist who is leading a delegation of 
the Ontario legislature; and lastly Leo 
Duguay, my counterpart and the presi-
dent of the Canadian Association of 
Former Parliamentarians, and Don 
Boudria and Francis LeBlanc for tak-
ing the time to join with us. All of the 
public service that all of you are ac-
complishing for us on the international 

level, we very much appreciate; and I 
want to thank all of our Members here 
for all their service. 

We are adjourned. 
Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 min-

utes a.m.), the House continued in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at 11 
o’clock and 30 minutes a.m. 

f 

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD 
DURING RECESS 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and 
that all Members and former Members 
who spoke during the recess have the 
privilege of revising and extending 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada? 

There was no objection. 
f 

JOBS 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to dis-
cuss the importance of putting Ameri-
cans back to work. You know, we can-
not overturn and change 8 years of Re-
publican rule with simply a snap of a 
finger. However, the Democratic Cau-
cus is on its way to restoring this coun-
try’s economic well-being. 

The House passed the Small Business 
and Infrastructure Jobs Tax Act. The 
legislation will create 160,000 jobs and 
extends successful Build America 
Bonds for schools, roads and bridges. 
We also passed the Summer Jobs Act 
which creates 300,000 summer job op-
portunities for our youth. We have seen 
an increase in GDP, and we’ve seen an 
increase in manufacturing, and we’ve 
seen a significant increase in economic 
indicators. As President Obama said, 
this is the Nation where anyone with a 
good idea and the will to work hard can 
succeed. Dallas, my hometown, is no 
stranger to good ideas, hard work, or 
small businesses. 

I commend Dallas’ small businesses which 
have created hundreds of jobs, provide valu-
able goods and services, and help drive our 
local economy. 

I encourage my colleagues in the House 
and in the Senate to work together to enact 
policies that creates and saves jobs. 

House Democrats are committed to create 
good American jobs, build a strong foundation 
for the economy, and work to turn around our 
Nation’s economy. 

RECOGNIZING COLLIERVILLE AND 
HOUSTON HIGH SCHOOLS FROM 
SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to praise two outstanding 
high schools in Tennessee’s Seventh 
Congressional District. Collierville 
High and Houston High Schools, both 
in Shelby County, Tennessee, have 
been named by Newsweek magazine 
among America’s top high schools. 
Only 6 percent of America’s high 
schools make this list. This is an im-
portant accomplishment that comes 
because of hard and diligent work not 
just from students but faculty, staff, 
principals, from parents and from lots 
of participation from the community. 

I congratulate Principals Leisa 
Justus of Houston and Tim Setterlund 
of Collierville, along with the faculty 
and most importantly the students of 
both schools for all the hard work that 
has led them to this important 
achievement. 

f 

FLAG BURNING 

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday folks across Amer-
ica gathered together to celebrate our 
national flag. For 233 years now, the 
Stars and Stripes have been a unique 
symbol of freedom and democracy 
across the globe, the representation of 
all we are and all that we stand for. 
Millions of young men and women 
fought and died for their country under 
that flag, and every day our service-
members risk their lives in Afghani-
stan, Iraq and around the world to pro-
tect the ideals it represents. 

To burn or desecrate it is an insult to 
those who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice to keep us safe and to those who 
helped build our great Nation. It 
should be illegal, and this Congress 
should make it illegal by finally pass-
ing a constitutional amendment to ban 
the burning of a U.S. flag. Every day 
this House begins its work by pledging 
allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America. We need to live up 
to that pledge. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, U.S. ARMY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday the United States 
Army celebrated its 235th birthday. 
Since the Continental Congress first 
created the Continental Army to pro-
tect and secure our new Nation, men 
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