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use the power that they had accrued 
here to turn our government over to 
their friends in the oil industry and the 
insurance industry, the drug industry 
and the banking industry, and so I 
wonder what kind of stimulus bill they 
would have written last year were they 
still in charge. 

It would have been very different 
than the one that’s on the ground 
today in Connecticut, one that has put 
funds in a small solar company in 
Bethel, Connecticut, Apollo Solar, cre-
ating jobs in renewable energy; a stim-
ulus bill that just opened up a new 
early Head Start program in Danbury, 
Connecticut, employing 20 people im-
mediately and creating a lot of job op-
portunities for the parents who now 
have child care. It would have been 
very different than the bill that gave 
millions and millions in tax credits to 
middle- and lower-income individuals 
in Connecticut that have allowed them 
to go out and start to create a retail 
resurgence. 

The stimulus bill would have been 
done very differently under the Repub-
licans. Democrats in charge, the money 
went to the right people. 

f 

KYRGYZSTAN 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
violence flared up in Kyrgyzstan, 
prompting tens of thousands of Uzbeks 
to flee their homes and places of birth 
to seek refuge in neighboring coun-
tries. Innocent people, including 
women, children and the elderly, are 
suffering with over 100 killed. 

Just 2 months ago, the people de-
posed the authoritarian President 
Bakiyev, who promptly fled to Belarus 
and the protection of the Lukashenko 
government. Approval of a new con-
stitution and general elections were 
proceeding smoothly until the recent 
violence, which was prompted by forces 
supportive of the deposed president and 
other lawless elements. 

Even with the present chaos, the in-
terim Kurdish government is insisting 
that the date of elections will remain 
unchanged. For many years, I’ve 
worked with the nations along the old 
Silk Road in central Asia, and it pains 
me to see the Kyrgyz fleeing violence 
in their homeland. 

The U.S. wants to keep our Air Force 
base in Kyrgyzstan, but we have shown 
little interest in helping the people of 
this nation build a republic that re-
spects human rights free of corruption. 
Even China and Russia are lending 
their support with humanitarian aid 
flights. We need the State Department 
and President Obama to offer the sup-
port of America to a nation struggling 
to create democracy and freedom to 
strengthen their independence and sov-
ereignty. 

Without action on the part of the 
U.S., violence will continue, and then 
more than just a military base will be 
lost. 

f 

DON’T LET AN OIL SPILL RUIN 
YOUR VACATION 

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
as co-chair of the Congressional Tour-
ism Caucus to remind this Nation that 
we should not let an oil spill ruin our 
vacation. Disasters drive people away 
from wherever there is a disastrous in-
cident. In the Gulf States, local tour-
ism is suffering from it. It’s suffering 
from the greatest oil spill in American 
history. 

Mr. President, when you address the 
Nation tonight, I hope you will urge 
them to visit the Gulf States to shore 
up the local economy and have BP pay 
for that tourism promotion. I urge you 
to have the coastal State Governors 
support a regional tourism plan for the 
Gulf States for this summer, for now, 
immediately. 

A disaster of this proportion is a dis-
aster of national significance. It’s time 
that we as a Nation respond by spend-
ing our money and our time in those 
communities most affected. God bless 
America. Let’s promote tourism. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair requests that Members observe 
decorum by addressing comments 
through the Chair. 

f 

THE BUDGET 

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, when 
you and I and the American people 
want to start a business and we want 
to borrow money to do it, we go to a 
bank, and we have to present a busi-
ness plan with income projections and 
where we are going to get the money to 
pay the debt we’re requesting back. 

When my State of Wyoming is doing 
a budget, it projects its revenue, and 
every month we see how much money 
we have collected pursuant to those 
projections. And if we don’t have 
enough money, we cut our budget. 

In Washington, we don’t even have a 
budget. For the first time since 1974, 
this House does not have a budget, isn’t 
going to pass one. That’s irresponsible. 
That’s not leadership. 

Mr. SPRATT was right: If you can’t 
budget, you can’t govern. And this is a 
perfect example, Mr. Speaker. 

WE HAVE TO HOLD BP ACCOUNT-
ABLE FOR THE AMERICAN PEO-
PLE 

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, a 
week ago I was in Chalmette, Lou-
isiana, for a field hearing on the BP 
Deepwater Horizon oil disaster. We 
heard compelling testimony from peo-
ple whose lives have been devastated, 
including two of the widows who lost 
their husbands on that explosion on the 
rig. We also flew out over the site of 
that disaster, and as they opened up 
the rear hatch on the plane, you could 
see the burn-off from the relief wells 
being drilled, and you could smell the 
overpowering stench of oil coming off 
the water. 

Well, our friends on the other side 
like to take a position that govern-
ment should be hands off when it 
comes to business development, and BP 
is teaching us that we can’t afford to 
let businesses misrepresent to this 
country what they’re planning to do 
the way BP did when they knew that 
there was a 99 percent chance of a 
blowout during the 40-year period of 
this lease and still got a waiver from 
any deep, intensive environmental im-
pact analysis before that well was ex-
plored. 

We have to hold this company ac-
countable for the American people, the 
American taxpayers. 

They created this problem. This is 
what happens when we stay hands off 
and don’t keep people accountable for 
their conduct. 

f 

SPENDING IS OUT OF CONTROL 

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, spend-
ing is out of control. In April, the U.S. 
Government ran a record monthly def-
icit of $82.7 billion. That’s almost $83 
billion in just one month. 

Unfortunately, the Democratic ma-
jority has done nothing to reduce 
spending. Overall, spending has only 
gone up since they’ve been in power. 
Perhaps the most outrageous thing is 
that the majority is not even trying to 
pass a budget, which would give us a 
framework to rein in runaway spend-
ing. 

Budgeting is the most basic duty of 
government. Yet here we are 2 months 
beyond the deadline to produce a Fed-
eral budget, and it doesn’t appear this 
House will produce one. This will be 
the first time since 1974 we haven’t pro-
duced a budget. Failing to consider a 
budget doesn’t make the problems go 
away. It simply provides more proof 
that the current leadership in Congress 
has no plans for dealing with the debt 
and deficits that continue to rise. 
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