
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 8 10705 June 15, 2010 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

b 1400 

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
FATHERS 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1389) recognizing 
the immeasurable contributions of fa-
thers in the healthy development of 
children, supporting responsible father-
hood, and encouraging greater involve-
ment of fathers in the lives of their 
children, especially on Father’s Day. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1389 

Whereas fathers factor significantly in the 
lives of children; 

Whereas fathers play an important role in 
teaching their children life lessons and pre-
paring them to succeed in school and in life; 

Whereas children with involved fathers are 
more likely to do well in school, have a bet-
ter sense of well-being, and have fewer be-
havioral problems; 

Whereas supportive fathers promote the 
positive physical, social, emotional, moral, 
and mental development of children; 

Whereas promoting responsible fatherhood 
can help increase the chances that children 
will grow up with two caring parents; 

Whereas, when fathers are actively in-
volved in the upbringing of children, the 
children demonstrate greater self-control 
and a greater ability to take initiative; 

Whereas responsible fatherhood can help 
reduce child poverty; 

Whereas responsible fatherhood strength-
ens families and communities; and 

Whereas Father’s Day is the third Sunday 
in June: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) commends the millions of fathers who 
serve as a wonderful, caring parent for their 
children; 

(2) calls on fathers across the United 
States to use Father’s Day to reconnect and 
rededicate themselves to their children’s 
lives, to spend Father’s Day with their chil-
dren, and to express their love and support 
for their children; 

(3) urges men to understand the level of re-
sponsibility fathering a child requires, espe-
cially in the encouragement of the mental, 
moral, social, academic, emotional, physical, 
and spiritual development of children; and 

(4) encourages active involvement of fa-
thers in the rearing and development of their 
children, including the devotion of time, en-
ergy, and resources. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res. 
1389 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of House Resolution 1389, to honor and 
celebrate Father’s Day this Sunday 
and to recognize the involvement of 
our Nation’s fathers in their children’s 
lives. This resolution recognizes the 
special bond between father and child 
by celebrating the significant and posi-
tive impacts a present, supportive, and 
involved father has on their child and 
the entire family. 

Every year on the third Sunday in 
June, families across the country take 
time out to celebrate the dad in the 
family. New fathers and experienced fa-
thers alike are honored for the hard 
work and deep love it takes to be a sup-
portive father. Whether it be through a 
home-cooked meal, a card, or even a 
simple phone call, we stop once a year 
to thank fathers for everything they do 
in our lives. 

Unfortunately, 25 million children in 
America today are living apart from 
their biological fathers. This means 
that one out of every three children 
grow up without their biological father 
present in their lives. 

Fathers play a significant and influ-
ential role in their child’s develop-
ment. When supportive fathers are in-
volved in their children’s lives, their 
children are more likely to enjoy 
learning, earn better grades, and par-
ticipate in extracurricular activities. 
We celebrate the fathers who are posi-
tive role models for their children. 

By commemorating the hard work 
and dedication of fathers on Father’s 
Day, we encourage responsible father-
hood and happy, successful, and strong-
er families and communities. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of the resolution be-
fore us, House Resolution 1389, recog-
nizing the immeasurable contributions 
of fathers in the healthy development 
of children, supporting responsible fa-
therhood, and encouraging greater in-

volvement of fathers in the lives of 
their children, especially on Father’s 
Day, and really on every day. 

Children with involved, caring fa-
thers have improved educational out-
comes compared with children whose 
fathers are absent. A number of studies 
suggest that fathers who are involved, 
nurturing, and playful with their in-
fants have children with higher IQs, as 
well as better linguistic and cognitive 
capacities. Toddlers with involved fa-
thers go on to start school with higher 
levels of academic readiness. They are 
more patient and can handle the 
stresses and frustrations associated 
with schooling more readily than chil-
dren with less involved fathers. 

The influence of a father’s involve-
ment on academic achievement ex-
tends into adolescence and young 
adulthood. For instance, a U.S. Depart-
ment of Education study found that 
highly involved biological fathers had 
children who were 43 percent more 
likely than other children to earn 
mostly As and 33 percent less likely 
than other children to repeat a grade. 

Fathers play a significant role in 
shaping the character of their children. 
By spending time with their sons and 
daughters, being stern yet fair dis-
ciplinarians, and listening to their ex-
periences, fathers mold and shape chil-
dren into the men and women they will 
become. They instill important values 
and prepare their children for the chal-
lenges and opportunities ahead by dem-
onstrating true leadership. 

On Father’s Day and every day, we 
honor our fathers and celebrate the 
special bond between a father and a 
child. I rise today in support of this 
resolution and ask my colleagues to do 
the same. 

I yield such time as he may consume 
to my colleague from east Tennessee 
(Mr. DUNCAN). 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Wisconsin for 
yielding me this time. 

I come in support of this resolution 
because of a very meaningful time that 
I spent as a judge in Tennessee. I spent 
7 and a half years as a criminal court 
judge before coming to Congress, try-
ing the felony criminal cases, the most 
serious cases. I’ve never forgotten that 
the first day I was a judge, Gary 
Tullock, the chief probation counselor 
for 16 counties in east Tennessee, told 
me that 98 percent of the defendants in 
felony cases came from what he re-
ferred to as broken homes. He was not 
exactly right on that. It was not quite 
98 percent, but it was well over 90 per-
cent that came from father-absent 
households, and that’s the key. 

I went through over 10,000 cases in 
the time that I was judge because 97 or 
98 percent of the people in felony cases 
in criminal court plead guilty and then 
apply for probation, and I would get 8- 
or 10- or 12-page reports into their fam-
ily and work background and so forth. 
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