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this. Most of them are city people, any-
way. They probably think it would be 
good if everyone was forced to live in 25 
or 30 urban areas, with the rest of the 
country left totally empty and people 
could be bused to a national park or 
wilderness area every couple of 
months, under government supervision, 
of course, so they would not harm the 
land. 

Everyone pays lip service to energy 
independence, but we already had 84 
percent of our U.S. oil off limits even 
before the President imposed this lat-
est moratorium. Environmental radi-
cals will say they, too, want energy 
independence. But, then, environ-
mental groups oppose drilling for oil, 
cutting any trees, digging for any coal, 
or producing any natural gas because 
of the pipelines and the refineries. And, 
heaven forbid, they certainly don’t 
want more nuclear power. 

The opposition varies from group to 
group and geographic location, but the 
environmentalists are always there to 
fight any kind of energy production ex-
cept for solar and wind. But then some 
oppose the windmills, too. And solar 
energy, despite mega billions in gov-
ernment subsidies over the last 30 
years, only produces one-seventh of 1 
percent of our energy, and adding wind 
power only brings it up about 1 percent 
more. 

If we limit this Nation to wind and 
solar, we might as well just shut the 
country down economically. And all 
these young people with degrees who 
are working as waiters and waitresses 
or in other low-paying jobs can thank 
the environmentalists. I told my wife 
as we were eating out last Saturday 
night, the American people used to 
work in factories and eat out just occa-
sionally. Now, most of the factories 
have gone to other countries and res-
taurants have replaced the factories as 
our biggest employers other than gov-
ernment. 

Now, a slight majority of our people 
get most of their income from Federal, 
State, or local government. When a 
country passes that threshold, it is on 
the way down. We need to wake up and 
realize that the worst polluters in the 
world have been the socialist and com-
munist countries. And we need to real-
ize that only a free market, free enter-
prise system can generate the money 
to do the good things for the environ-
ment that everybody wants done. 

Charles Krauthammer wrote in an-
other column a few months ago that, 
‘‘socialism having failed so spectacu-
larly, the left was adrift until it struck 
on a brilliant gambit: metamorphosis 
from red to green. The cultural elites 
went straight from the memorial serv-
ice for socialism to the altar of the en-
vironment. The objective is the same: 
highly centralized power.’’ 

Once again, Mr. Krauthammer is 
right. 

We certainly need to clean up the BP 
oil spill, but we should not let mis-

guided radicals shut down our economy 
and hurt many lower- and middle-in-
come people in the process. 

f 

PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. I was going to 
speak on a subject, and I will, but after 
listening to the previous speaker, I 
think a few comments are in order. 

I think it was that great socialist, 
Richard Nixon, that happened to sign 
the Environmental Protection Act and 
the Clean Air Act. So maybe that’s 
what you’re talking about. 

But to make the argument that 
somehow the environmental movement 
is responsible for the demise of Amer-
ican industries is just fallacious. It’s a 
stretch of the imagination. In fact, 
there are many, many things involved, 
including free trade acts and inter-
national competition that’s coming our 
way. 

And if my colleague on the Repub-
lican side was so interested in this, he 
would have voted on the bill last week 
that would have brought back foreign 
earnings and closed the tax loopholes 
on those American corporations that 
have gone offshore—instead, bringing 
those back. I think, if I recall cor-
rectly, we didn’t get one Republican 
vote on closing those loopholes that 
have allowed American corporations to 
offshore jobs. But I really wanted to 
take up another issue, and I will do so 
now. 

I rise today to express my support for 
the right that all nations have to se-
cure their borders in self-defense. Our 
close ally, Israel, shares a border with 
Gaza, a region controlled by the ter-
rorist organization Hamas. Since 2001, 
thousands of rockets have been 
launched from Gaza into Israel, killing 
more than a dozen Israelis and wound-
ing hundreds and terrifying that na-
tion. We also know that Hamas re-
ceives material support from Iran, an 
international pariah that oppresses its 
own citizens while funding terrorist or-
ganizations throughout the region. For 
all these reasons, Israel has chosen to 
restrict imports to the Gaza Strip, in-
sisting that all deliveries must be in-
spected to make sure that weapons are 
not smuggled into the territory. 

Today, I call on Hamas leadership to 
reject their past support for terrorism, 
renounce violence, and embrace the 
two-state solution so that Israelis and 
Palestinians can live their lives freely, 
in peace, and security. 

I also call on all powers in the Middle 
East to value human life and to do ev-
erything to avoid bloodshed. The loss 
of life in the flotilla incident was trag-
ic, and I look forward to the findings of 

the recently formed Independent Pub-
lic Commission, which will examine 
such issues as the naval blockade of 
Gaza, actions taken by the commandos 
during the flotilla incident, and the 
identities and conduct of the orga-
nizers and participants in the flotilla. 

In the meantime, we must focus on 
avoiding escalation, preventing more 
violence, and continuing the peace 
process. The greatest tragedy would be 
to allow the flotilla incident to end the 
region’s prospects for peace. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
in Genesis, chapter 12, verses 1 through 
3, God tells Abraham that he will bless 
the nation that blesses his people, and 
curse the nation who curses his people. 

God says in that verse, starting at 
verse 1, The Lord had said to Abraham, 
‘‘Leave your country, your people, and 
your father’s household and go to the 
land I will show you. I will make you 
into a great nation, and I will bless 
you. I will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you, 
I will curse. And all people’s on Earth 
will be blessed through you.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, God gave the land in 
Israel to the Israelites, to the Jewish 
people. They’re a sovereign nation. 
They have a sovereign right to protect 
their borders, to protect their lives, to 
protect their country, to protect their 
valid claim to the land that God gave 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation has sup-
ported Israel since it was reestablished 
in 1947 by an act of the United Nations. 
This country has supported Israel ever 
since then. We’ve been blessed as a Na-
tion since then. But I’m very fearful 
that this administration is turning its 
back upon Israel. I’m very fearful that 
God’s blessing that has been on this 
land, as promised in Genesis, chapter 
12, verses 1 through 3, will cease if we 
cease supporting the nation of Israel. 

Israel is a sovereign nation that’s 
protecting itself. It has an absolute 
right to do so. Mr. Speaker, if we turn 
our back upon Israel, as I’m fearful 
that we’re doing as a Nation through 
this administration, not only will we 
cease to have God’s blessings, but we 
will also start receiving the curses 
from God that he promised in Genesis, 
chapter 12. 

Mr. Speaker, if we don’t support 
Israel, and just by being silent, just by 
turning our back upon Israel, then 
we’re supporting Hamas. We’re sup-
porting Hezbollah. We’re supporting 
Iran. President Ahmadinejad has 
stressed over and over again that he 
wants to annihilate Israel from the 
face of the Earth. We have to support 
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Israel, Mr. Speaker. The consequences 
for our Nation are too dire not to. 

God has put his blessings upon this 
country. And I think a big part of that 
is because this country was founded on 
the Judeo-Christian principles that 
have made this country so powerful, so 
rich, and so successful as a political ex-
periment. But that blessing will cease 
if we ever turn our back upon Israel. 
We must not. We cannot. America 
must support Israel. Our administra-
tion must support Israel. And I call 
upon our country to continue to do so. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO GOOD BREAD AND 
A FAMILY OF ENTREPRENEURS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. SABLAN. The people of the 
Northern Mariana Islands love rice. 
Pre-contact with the West, the Mari-
anas were the easternmost extent of 
the cultivation of rice. For us, a meal 
without rice is no meal. 

Yet, ironically, one of our most cher-
ished local businesses processes that 
great competitor of rice: Wheat bread. 
Pan mamis and Pan toasta. These 
baked goods bring back mouthwatering 
memories for all of us in the Marianas. 
And the source of this goodness we 
most recall is Herman’s Modern Bak-
ery. 

Perhaps, our devotion to Herman’s 
has to do with the roots of that busi-
ness in the ashes of war. Like the peo-
ple of Israel beset by the Babylonians, 
as the people of the Marianas emerged 
from the trauma of World War II, ‘‘the 
famine was sore, so that there was no 
bread.’’ We were starving and stored 
together in an internment camp in the 
days and months following the U.S. 
victory over the Japanese in 1944. 

But the U.S. forces quickly began re-
organizing society and reestablishing 
the ability of our community to care 
for itself. The occupying forces tapped 
the young Herman Reyes Guerrero to 
bake. Herman had previously appren-
ticed as a baker during the Japanese 
administration of the Northern Mari-
anas, and he quickly agreed to return 
to this calling. He began baking bread 
for the U.S. troops, for Japanese pris-
oners of war, and for the Chamorro and 
Carolinian people of Saipan housed by 
the military in Camp Susupe. 

As often happens after war, much 
materiel is left behind, cheaper to 
abandon than to return home. So it 
was at the close of World War II in the 
Pacific that the United States Navy 
simply gave Herman Guerrero the bak-
ing equipment the military had sup-
plied for him to use. 

b 1830 

With those ovens and mixers and the 
customer base he had already estab-

lished, Herman opened Herman’s Bak-
ery. Not only was this the first bakery, 
this was the very first company found-
ed in our postwar economy. 

As the years went by, from that base 
of bread and baked goods, Herman’s 
business grew. He opened the first 
hotel on the island of Saipan, a retail 
store, a laundromat, and a travel agen-
cy. In the early 1980s, following exten-
sive expansion and upgrading, the bak-
ery became known as Herman’s Modern 
Bakery, and its products became ubiq-
uitous throughout Micronesia. Today, 
the company’s distribution chain in-
cludes several international franchises. 
You can even find Herman’s cookies for 
sale on the Internet. 

One of Herman Guerrero’s fondest 
memories of his early baking career 
was a visit to the shop by Admiral 
Chester Nimitz, and throughout the 
following 65-plus years of growth, the 
close relationship between the United 
States military and the bakery contin-
ued. Today, as the U.S. build-up com-
mences on Guam, Herman’s has con-
tracted as an authorized supplier, open-
ing up a distribution facility and con-
sidering a bakery there. Herman’s also 
regularly supplies the U.S. naval ves-
sels that dock in Saipan for R&R. For 
just as many residents like to make 
Herman’s our last stop on the drive to 
the airport—to take pan mamis, 
guzuria and crocks of cookies away as 
gifts and comfort foods from home—so, 
too, the sailors of the U.S. fleet enjoy 
pulling away from the dock with Her-
man’s sweets stocked in the galley. 

From a humble one-man beginning, 
today, Herman provides jobs for over 
110 individuals. A leading corporate cit-
izen, Herman’s is a strong supporter of 
civic, charitable, educational, and reli-
gious organizations, including the 
American Red Cross, the Common-
wealth Health Center, the Rotary Club, 
the Northern Marianas College Foun-
dation, the Saipan Chamber of Com-
merce, and nearly every school, 
church, and village fiesta on the is-
lands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota. The 
company piloted our school lunch pro-
gram and has provided technical exper-
tise to individuals on other islands in 
Micronesia who are opening or improv-
ing their own bakeries. With the recent 
establishment of the distribution cen-
ter on Guam, the company has begun 
to expand its charitable support to 
that island, too. 

Always, the bakery remains the 
heart of the family of companies and of 
the family of Herman Guerrero him-
self. All of the surviving children of 
Herman and his wife, Maria Tenorio 
Guerrero—Jesus, Agnes, Herman Jr., 
Juan, Florencio, Margarita, Anna, 
Rudolfo, Joseph, and Leonora—have 
worked at the bakery during signifi-
cant portions of their adult lives. Her-
man was so identified with the bakery 
business that he came to be called by 
the nickname ‘‘Pan,’’ which in the 

Chamorro language means ‘‘bread.’’ In-
deed, to this day, many of his children 
carry the ‘‘Pan’’ honorific as part of 
their own everyday names. For most of 
us in the Northern Mariana Islands, 
when we hear the word ‘‘pan,’’ it’s a 
tossup which comes first to mind: Her-
man Reyes Guerrero—Herman ‘‘Pan’’— 
and his wonderful bakery, or just the 
wonderful baked goods that ‘‘Pan’’ pro-
duced. 

Dangkulo na si yu‘us ma‘ase. 
f 

PLEADING THE 10TH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to plead the Tenth. Earlier 
today, this body voted on H.R. 4855 
that would establish in the Department 
of Labor an annual work/life balance 
award for employers that have devel-
oped and implemented work/life bal-
ance policies. The bill would also es-
tablish an advisory board to administer 
the award. Now although I oppose this 
legislation, I want to make clear that I 
actually think that the ultimate goals 
of this bill are good ones. The sponsors 
had the best intentions. I want to re-
peat that. The goals and objectives of 
this bill are respectable, even noble 
ideas. No one questions that a proper 
work/life balance is extremely impor-
tant. But just because something is im-
portant doesn’t mean Washington has 
to write a law to protect it, or create a 
bureau to encourage it, or really have 
anything else to do with it. In fact, it’s 
simply not the job of the Federal Gov-
ernment to promote good work/life bal-
ance. 

Now there will be many more egre-
gious bills in the future that will man-
date by the Federal Government to 
States and locals and to the people be-
havior in certain circumstances, but 
not the incredibly worse bills that are 
out there withstanding. This Constitu-
tion makes the principle very clear: 
the Constitution gives Congress here in 
Washington certain powers that are 
limited. And in case we weren’t clear 
on the concept or we didn’t get it, it in-
cludes the Tenth Amendment which 
states: ‘‘The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respectively, or 
to the people.’’ In other words, if a 
power is not assigned to the Federal 
Government in the Constitution, then 
it must be automatically assumed to 
be assigned to States, localities or to 
no government entity at all. 

So just imagine that, Mr. Speaker. A 
problem in America not being solved 
with the involvement of the Federal 
Government. Some in this Chamber 
cannot envision such a world, but it 
can exist. 

So I rise today to say that I do be-
lieve in the Constitution and the Tenth 
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