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those Americans who served proudly in 
that conflict, but also to recognize the 
continued resilience and vibrancy of 
the alliance between our nations. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to be added as a co-
sponsor to this measure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the joint reso-
lution be read a third time and passed, 
the preamble be agreed to, the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
and any statements relating to the 
joint resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 32) 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The joint resolution, with its pre-

amble, reads as follows: 
S. J. RES. 32 

Whereas, on June 25, 1950, communist 
North Korea invaded the Republic of Korea 
with approximately 135,000 troops, thereby 
initiating the Korean War; 

Whereas, on June 27, 1950, President Harry 
Truman ordered the United States Armed 
Forces to help the Republic of Korea defend 
itself against the North Korean invasion; 

Whereas the hostilities ended in a cease- 
fire marked by the signing of the armistice 
at Panmunjom on July 27, 1953, and the pe-
ninsula still technically remains in a state of 
war; 

Whereas, during the Korean War, approxi-
mately 1,789,000 members of the United 
States Armed Forces served in theater along 
with the forces of the Republic of Korea and 
20 other members of the United Nations to 
defend freedom and democracy; 

Whereas casualties of the United States 
during the Korean War included 54,246 dead 
(of whom 33,739 were battle deaths), more 
than 103,284 wounded, and approximately 
8,055 listed as missing in action or prisoners 
of war; 

Whereas the Korean War Veterans Rec-
ognition Act (Public Law 111–41) was enacted 
on July 27, 2009, so that the honorable serv-
ice and noble sacrifice by members of the 
United States Armed Forces in the Korean 
War will never be forgotten; 

Whereas President Barack Obama issued a 
proclamation to designate July 27, 2009, as 
the National Korean War Veterans Armistice 
Day and called upon Americans to display 
flags at half-staff in memory of the Korean 
War veterans; 

Whereas since 1975, the Republic of Korea 
has invited thousands of American Korean 
War veterans, including members of the Ko-
rean War Veterans Association, to revisit 
Korea in appreciation for their sacrifices; 

Whereas in the 60 years since the outbreak 
of the Korean War, the Republic of Korea has 
emerged from a war-torn economy into one 
of the major economies in the world and one 
of the largest trading partners of the United 
States; 

Whereas the Republic of Korea is among 
the closest allies of the United States, hav-
ing contributed troops in support of United 
States operations during the Vietnam war, 
Gulf war, and operations in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, while also supporting numerous 

United Nations peacekeeping missions 
throughout the world; 

Whereas since the end of the Korean War 
era, more than 28,500 members of the United 
States Armed Forces have served annually in 
the United States Forces Korea to defend the 
Republic of Korea against external aggres-
sion, and to promote regional peace; 

Whereas North Korea’s sinking of the 
South Korean naval ship, Cheonan, on March 
26, 2010, which resulted in the killing of 46 
sailors, necessitates a reaffirmation of the 
United States-Korea alliance in safeguarding 
the stability of the Korean Peninsula; 

Whereas from the ashes of war and the 
sharing of spilled blood on the battlefield, 
the United States and the Republic of Korea 
have continuously stood shoulder-to-shoul-
der to promote and defend international 
peace and security, economic prosperity, 
human rights, and the rule of law both on 
the Korean Peninsula and beyond; and 

Whereas beginning in June 2010, various 
ceremonies are being planned in the United 
States and the Republic of Korea to com-
memorate the 60th anniversary of the out-
break of the Korean War and to honor all Ko-
rean War veterans, including the Korean War 
Veterans Appreciation Ceremony in the 
hometown of President Harry S. Truman, 
which will express the commitment of the 
United States to remember and honor all 
veterans of the Korean War: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress— 

(1) recognizes the historical importance of 
the 60th anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Korean War, which began on June 25, 1950; 

(2) honors the noble service and sacrifice of 
the United States Armed Forces and the 
armed forces of allied countries that served 
in Korea since 1950 to the present; 

(3) encourages all Americans to participate 
in commemorative activities to pay solemn 
tribute to, and to never forget, the veterans 
of the Korean War; and 

(4) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to its alliance with the Repub-
lic of Korea for the betterment of peace and 
prosperity on the Korean Peninsula. 
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COMMENDING EYECARE AMERICA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 557, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant editor of the Daily Di-
gest read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 557) commending 
EyeCare America for its volunteerism and 
efforts to preserve eyesight throughout the 
previous 25 years. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lated to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 557) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 557 

Whereas, according to the National Eye In-
stitute, in public opinion polls, Americans— 

(1) have consistently identified the fear of 
vision loss as second only to the fear of de-
veloping cancer; and 

(2) have stated that the loss of vision 
would have the greatest impact on their 
lives; 

Whereas the National Eye Institute esti-
mates that more than 11,000,000 people in the 
United States have common vision problems; 

Whereas, according to the National Eye In-
stitute, approximately 35,000,000 people in 
the United States experience an age-related 
eye disease, including age-related macular 
degeneration (the leading cause of vision loss 
in older people of the United States), glau-
coma, diabetic retinopathy, and cataracts; 

Whereas, according to the National Eye In-
stitute, the number of people in the United 
States who experience an age-related eye 
disease is expected to grow to 50,000,000 by 
2020; 

Whereas, according to the National Eye In-
stitute, the Hispanic and African-American 
populations experience a disproportionate 
incidence of glaucoma, cataracts, and dia-
betic retinopathy; 

Whereas, according to the National Eye In-
stitute, diabetic retinopathy is the leading 
cause of blindness in individuals of all races 
between the ages of 25 and 74; 

Whereas vision impairment and eye disease 
are major public health issues, especially as 
2010 begins the decade in which, according to 
the Census Bureau, more than 1⁄2 of the 
78,000,000 Baby Boomers will turn 65 and be 
at greatest risk for developing an age-related 
eye disease; 

Whereas much can be done to preserve eye-
sight with early detection and treatment; 

Whereas EyeCare America, the public serv-
ice program of the Foundation of the Amer-
ican Academy of Ophthalmology, works to 
ensure that eye health is not neglected by 
matching eligible patients with 1 of nearly 
7,000 volunteer ophthalmologists across the 
United States committed to preventing un-
necessary blindness in their communities; 

Whereas the volunteer ophthalmologists 
provide eye exams and eyecare for up to 1 
year at no out-of-pocket cost to the patient, 
and seniors who do not have insurance re-
ceive the care at no charge; 

Whereas individuals may call EyeCare 
America toll-free at 1–800–222–EYES (3937) to 
see if they are eligible to be referred to a vol-
unteer ophthalmologist throughout the 
United States; and 

Whereas EyeCare America has helped more 
than 1,000,000 people since the inception of 
the organization in 1985 and is the largest 
public service program of its kind in United 
States medicine as of the date of agreement 
to this resolution: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate commends 
EyeCare America for its volunteerism and 
efforts to preserve eyesight throughout the 
25 years preceding the date of agreement to 
this resolution. 

f 

NATIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PRO-
FESSIONALS RECOGNITION WEEK 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
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