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by looking to our future and con-
fronting these problems with bold, new 
solutions. 

This is a day for all of us to stand to-
gether and lift up the liberties we hold 
so dear—a day to look forward, to look 
ahead to tomorrow, and continue the 
fight for freedom and equality. 

So I ask my colleagues to stand with 
me. I ask them to support my resolu-
tion observing the historical signifi-
cance of Juneteenth Independence Day. 
I invite them to share the joy of those 
who greeted Union soldiers in Gal-
veston more than 140 years ago. 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise to highlight the celebration 
of Juneteenth throughout my State of 
Colorado. 

One hundred forty-five years ago, 
Black slaves in Galveston, TX, heard 
the contents of ‘‘General Order No. 3,’’ 
which proclaimed their freedom from 
slavery. Though the announcement in 
Galveston in 1865 came over 2 years 
after President Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation, for the first time, 
Black slaves learned of their freedom 
from a shameful policy of early Amer-
ica that threatened the wellbeing of 
the entire Union. June 19, 1865, was a 
joyous day for these men, women and 
children and has since become a day of 
reflection and celebration as the day 
when Lincoln’s words in the Emanci-
pation Proclamation were finally real-
ized. As African Americans migrated 
west and out of Texas, they carried 
with them the memories and message 
they had heard on that great day in 
June. 

Communities in Colorado come to-
gether every year to continue a tradi-
tion that highlights a notable turning 
point in our country’s history; a point 
at which our country’s hard fought ef-
forts to empower a segment of Amer-
ica’s population materialized. Today, 
just as before, this community has con-
tinued to make powerful and positive 
contributions to our common quality 
of life. That is why it is no surprise to 
me that this tradition carries on. In 
Colorado, citizens of various back-
grounds gather in Pueblo, Colorado 
Springs, Denver and in the backyards 
of communities across our State to cel-
ebrate Juneteenth. 

I am particularly proud to mention 
that in Pueblo, CO, they are cele-
brating the 30th anniversary of their 
first official Juneteenth celebration 
with the theme ‘‘Growing the Commu-
nity.’’ And just as in Colorado Springs, 
Denver and other places across the 
State, it is an event that shares this 
history and time of reflection with the 
entire community. 

To all my fellow Coloradans who will 
gather this June 19 to celebrate an im-
portant event in America’s history, I 
wish you a safe and joyous occasion. 
And I am proud that you continue to 
instill a sense of history and commu-
nity that provides rich cultural and 

historical knowledge of our country’s 
fight to ensure freedom for all. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lated to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 559) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 559 

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not 
reach frontier areas of the United States, 
and in particular the southwestern States, 
for more than 21⁄2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation, which 
was issued on January 1, 1863, and months 
after the conclusion of the Civil War; 

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers 
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas with news that the 
Civil War had ended and that the enslaved 
were free; 

Whereas African-Americans who had been 
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19, 
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation; 

Whereas African-Americans from the 
Southwest continue the tradition of cele-
brating Juneteenth Independence Day as in-
spiration and encouragement for future gen-
erations; 

Whereas, for more than 140 years, 
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations 
have been held to honor African-American 
freedom while encouraging self-development 
and respect for all cultures; 

Whereas, although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a 
national, and even global, event, the history 
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and 

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all people of the United 
States, regardless of background, religion, or 
race: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) recognizes the historical significance of 

Juneteenth Independence Day to the Nation; 
(B) supports the continued celebration of 

Juneteenth Independence Day to provide an 
opportunity for the people of the United 
States to learn more about the past and to 
understand better the experiences that have 
shaped the Nation; and 

(C) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Juneteenth Independence 
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, 
and programs; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) the celebration of the end of slavery is 

an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States; and 

(B) history should be regarded as a means 
for understanding the past and solving the 
challenges of the future. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 
2010 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-

ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 
17; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and that following any lead-
er remarks, there be a period of morn-
ing business until 10 a.m., with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each, with the majority 
controlling the first half and the Re-
publicans controlling the final half; 
that following morning business, the 
Senate resume consideration of the 
House message to accompany H.R. 4213, 
tax extenders, as provided for under 
the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, at ap-
proximately 12 noon, the Senate will 
proceed to a vote in relation to the 
Thune amendment No. 4333, the Repub-
lican alternative to the tax extenders 
legislation. Additional votes are ex-
pected to occur throughout the day in 
relation to amendments to the bill. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate adjourn under the pre-
vious order following the remarks of 
Senator GRASSLEY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
wish to speak as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MUST-DO LEGISLATION 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 
legislative business before the Senate 
deals with the so-called tax extenders. 
These extenders, as important as they 
are, represent only a small portion of 
the time-sensitive tax legislative busi-
ness that needs to be completed. 

I have a chart that I have used the 
last few days illustrating the status of 
several pieces of absolutely must-do 
tax legislation. 

Earlier this week, I discussed the 
lack of action on this year’s alter-
native minimum tax. I refer to that as 
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