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A TRIBUTE TO EVA SMITH 

MCQUILLAN 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS  

OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Eva Smith McQuillan for her 
valuable contributions to her community. 

Eva Smith McQuillan was born in Currie, 
North Carolina on July 11, 1915 to Alice and 
Richard Smith. She is the fourth of six chil-
dren; Sadie, Sealy, James, Eva, Margaret and 
Edward. She was raised and educated in Wil-
mington, North Carolina and there she met 
and married Dawson McQuillan. Together they 
have two sons, Deck and Dawson. 

In 1956, Eva decided to migrate northeast 
to New York. She and her family settled in 
Brooklyn and she found employment at B. 
Altman’s Department Store in Manhattan. She 
began as a Gift Wrapper, moving up the lad-
der to finally become an Accounting Clerk in 
the Accounts Receivable Department until her 
retirement in 1981. Upon her retirement, Eva 
became a world traveler, visiting countries in 
Europe and the Far East including Japan and 
China. She has also been to the Caribbean, 
Canada, Mexico, and various sites within the 
United States of America including Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico. 

In 1958, under the leadership of the late 
Reverend George W. Thomas, Eva became a 
member of the Brown Memorial Baptist 
Church and has been a faithful member ever 
since. The same year, she became a member 
of the Floral Club. She went on to become 
part of the Brown Memorial Baptist Church 
Pastor’s Aid Chorus. For a number of years, 
she was a Den Mother for the Boy Scouts of 
America Troop 199. Currently, she is a team 
leader on the church’s restoration project 
under the leadership of the Reverend Clinton 
M. Miller. 

Mrs. McQuillan loves people and loves to 
help those in need. Her life’s motto is ‘‘If I can 
help someone as I pass along this way—then 
my living will not be in vain.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the contributions of Eva 
Smith McQuillan. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF LT. 
COL. MELANIE MCCLURE, PRIN-
CIPAL OF ENTERPRISE ELEMEN-
TARY IN DALE CITY, VA 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to honor the service of LTC Melanie 
McClure, principal of Enterprise Elementary 
School in Dale City, Va. 

Lieutenant Colonel McClure has served with 
distinction both in our local classrooms and 
our Nation’s military. One year after grad-
uating from James Madison University in 1984 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood 
Education, she joined the United States Army 

Reserves. In that same year, her first deploy-
ment took her to Germany as a platoon lead-
er, operations officer and adjunct for the Bat-
talion Commander. When she returned home, 
Lieutenant Colonel McClure began teaching in 
the Fairfax County Public Schools system. Her 
career as an educator was put on hold when 
she once again answered the call to serve on 
active duty after the devastating terrorist at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Lieutenant Colonel 
McClure served in Alexandria, VA, as a plans 
and operations officer for the Mortuary and 
Casualty Support Division until July 2003. She 
then returned to Kent Gardens Elementary 
School in Fairfax County as an assistant prin-
cipal and principal. She took on her current 
role as principal of Enterprise Elementary 
School with Prince William County Schools in 
2007. 

Many of our Nation’s reservists juggle lead-
ership roles in both our military and our com-
munities. Lieutenant Colonel McClure is no ex-
ception. Her most recent deployment required 
that she take a leave of absence from her po-
sition as the head administrator at Enterprise 
Elementary to serve on active duty in Iraq. Her 
students paid tribute to their principal with a 
send off in the spring of 2009 and on June 7, 
2010, they welcomed her home with the rev-
erence and adoration she deserves. Lieuten-
ant Colonel McClure has used this experience 
to teach her students responsibility and the 
importance of honoring commitments. These 
are qualities our veterans come to understand 
intimately as they sacrifice their safety for the 
protection of our nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the service of LTC Melanie 
McClure. Her service stands as an example to 
her students of the bravery of our military’s 
men and women and will instill in future gen-
erations an appreciation for the needs of our 
Nation’s veterans. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANCES 
M. BERCKMAN 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the life of Frances M. Berckman, bet-
ter known as ‘‘Nanny Fran.’’ 

‘‘Nanny Fran’’ passed from this life at the 
age of 96 on Tuesday, June 15th, 2010. 

She is remembered fondly and lovingly as a 
mother, grandmother, great grandmother, and 
even great great grandmother. She was born 
and raised in Jersey City some 96 years ago, 
and lived the past 42 years in Keansburg, 
New Jersey. Her husband, Matthew passed 
away in 1990. 

She is survived by three daughters and a 
son-in-law; Dolores Laabs of Pennsylvania, 
Roberta and Jack Waugh of Hazlet, and Kath-
leen Berckman of Brick. In addition, she has 
twelve grandchildren, twenty great grand-
children, and four great great grandchildren. 

As if they were not enough to keep her life 
filled with happiness and love; she spent her 
time as a homemaker, bingo champion, read-
ing and frequent trips to Atlantic City. She was 

also a member of St. Ann’s Church where a 
funeral mass will occur to celebrate her life on 
Friday, June 18th at 11:00 am. Family and 
friends will gather at the Jacqueline M. Ryan 
Funeral Home in Keansburg, New Jersey on 
Thursday, June 17th to share their memories 
of this wonderful woman. 

I was honored to know her through four of 
her grandchildren (Thomas, Matt, Deidre, and 
Greg Keelen), who now, along with the rest of 
her family, serve as her legacy. She is as-
sured that it is in good and loving hands. God 
Bless ‘‘Nanny Fran.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN (RETIRED) 
STUART ALAN RICHARDS 
SCOTTSDALE HEALTHCARE’S 
‘‘SALUTE TO MILITARY’’ HON-
OREE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a distinguished member of 
the Armed Forces residing in my home state. 
In Arizona, Scottsdale Healthcare honors serv-
ice members who perform diligent service to 
this country every month; for the month of 
May, they have recognized Captain (Retired) 
Stuart Alan Richards. 

I commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying 
tribute to this outstanding service member for 
his commitment, dedication and service to our 
country. 

Captain Richards originally joined the U.S. 
Navy during the Vietnam era, but subse-
quently transferred to the Naval Reserve in 
order to attain a college degree as a Physi-
cian’s Assistant. After receiving his degree, 
Captain Richards became a Warrant Officer in 
the Army National Guard, quickly rising to 
achieve the rank of Chief Warrant Officer 3 
after returning to the Naval Reserve. Captain 
Richard’s final career change occurred in 1988 
with his transition into the United States Public 
Health Service. Once there, he worked at the 
Phoenix Indian Medical Center where he was 
deployed numerous times to support medical 
efforts during the shootings at Red Lakes Res-
ervation in Minnesota and hurricanes in Flor-
ida. After 31 years of federal service, he re-
tired in 2006. 

Today, Captain Richards continues his life’s 
work of caring for the injured and sick as a 
Physician’s Assistant with Scottsdale Emer-
gency Associates who staff Scottsdale 
Healthcare’s three Emergency Departments. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing this exceptional Military Officer for serv-
ing our country and caring for fellow service 
men and women in and out of combat. 
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