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2001, where Republicans controlled the 
White House and the Congress. But, un-
like the fiscal history revisionists, I 
am not trying to make any partisan 
points, I am just trying to get to the 
fiscal facts. 

There is also data that compares the 
tax receipts for 4 years after the much- 
ballyhooed 1993 tax increase and the 4- 
year period after the 2003 tax cuts. 

In 1993, the Clinton tax increase 
brought in more revenue as compared 
to the 2003 tax cut. That trend reversed 
as both policies moved along. Over the 
first few years, the extra revenue went 
up over time relative to the flat line of 
the 1993 tax increase. 

So, let’s get the fiscal history right. 
The progrowth tax and trade policies 

of the 1990’s along with the ‘‘peace divi-
dend’’ had a lot more to do with the 
deficit reduction in the 1990s than the 
1993 tax increase. In this decade, defi-
cits went down after the tax relief 
plans were put in full effect. 

No economist I am aware of would 
link the bursting of the housing bubble 
with the bipartisan tax relief plans of 
2001 and 2003. Likewise, I know of no 
economic research that concludes that 
the bipartisan tax relief of 2001 and 2003 
caused the financial meltdown of Sep-
tember and October 2008. 

As I said, from the period of 2003 
through 2007, after the bipartisan tax 
relief program was in full effect, the 
general pattern was this: revenues 
went up and deficits went down. 

That is the past. We need to make 
sure we understand it. But what is 
most important is the future. People in 
our States send us here to deal with fu-
ture policy. 

They don’t send us here to flog one 
another, like partisan cartoon cut-out 
characters, over past policies. They 
don’t send us here to endlessly point 
fingers of blame. The substitute before 
us takes us in the direction of more 
deficits and debt. The Thune amend-
ment, which was rejected by most of 
the Democratic Caucus, would have put 
us on a path in the opposite fiscal di-
rection. My friends on the other side 
fool no one if they pretend that the fis-
cal choices made by the Democratic 
Leadership and the President over the 
last year have nothing to do with this 
rapidly rising debt. 

President Obama rightly focused us 
on the future with his eloquence during 
the campaign. I would like to para-
phrase a quote from the President’s 
nomination acceptance speech: 

We need a President who can face the 
threats of the future, not grasping at the 
ideas of the past. 

President Obama was right. 
We need a President, and I would add 

Congressmen and Senators, who can 
face the threats of the future. Grasping 
at ideas of the past or playing the par-
tisan blame game will not deal with 
the threats to our fiscal future. 

It is not too late to correct the ex-
cesses of the stimulus bill or the bloat-

ed appropriations bills that will come. 
The Senate missed an opportunity, 
with a partisan rejection of Senator 
THUNE’s alternative. 

Senator MCCASKILL’s and SESSIONS’ 
amendment, which calls for a time out 
on the exponentially rising levels of 
appropriations spending, is a good 
start. The President called on the 
Democratic leadership to do something 
similar. That is what the American 
people want and need. There is a way 
to reach a real bipartisan compromise, 
not just picking off a few Senators that 
frequently vote with the Democrats. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate go into 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators allowed to speak therein for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor the legacy of Dr. 
Robert Smith, cofounder of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, which is celebrating this 
year its 75th anniversary. 

Dr. Smith, commonly referred to as 
Dr. Bob, was a prominent surgeon in 
my State in Akron, OH, when his 
friend, Henrietta Seiberling, an heir to 
the Goodyear fortune, introduced him 
to New Yorker Bill Wilson in 1935. 

Dr. Bob and Bill Wilson’s discussion 
that year on Mother’s Day in Gate 
Lodge on the grounds of the Seiber-
ling’s Stan Hywet estate laid out the 
framework for the modern-day Alco-
holics Anonymous. 

Having shared the common disease of 
alcoholism, Dr. Bob and Bill Wilson 
recognized the need to offer dignified 
healing of sobriety for all people who 
struggle with the disease of alcoholism. 

What started as an informal con-
versation in Gate Lodge on the Stan 
Hywet estate led to small group meet-
ings and conversations at the home of 
Dr. Bob and his wife Anne on Ardmore 
Avenue. 

Dr. Bob and Anne subsequently 
opened their home to those seeking so-
briety, and the understanding of the 12 
steps that Dr. Bob and Bill Wilson were 
refining. 

As one of Akron’s premier physicians 
at Summa Health’s Akron City Hos-

pital, Dr. Bob also understood that pre-
vailing medical treatment was inad-
equate in treating a disease that did 
not discriminate among gender, age, 
culture, wealth, or social standing. 

This was an era when alcoholism was 
not understood as a disease, so those 
seeking treatment were not admitted 
to hospitals. 

Dr. Bob and Bill understood that the 
alcoholic needed the help of the ‘‘Angel 
of Alcoholics Anonymous,’’ Sister 
Mary Ignatia and St. Thomas Hospital. 

Dr. Bob took to bringing alcoholics 
from the back entrance of the hospital 
up to empty rooms in Sister Ignatia’s 
unit. 

Sister Ignatia would ask Dr. Bob: Are 
they sick? 

Dr. Bob would respond: Very sick. 
Sister Ignatia replied: Then they 

shall come to the front door—a very 
different treatment of alcoholism than 
ever before. 

Sister Ignatia and St. Thomas Hos-
pital then filled the void of the lack of 
formal treatment to help those bat-
tling alcoholism. They helped fill the 
gap in the lack of public and medical 
understanding of the disease. 

Therein lies the root of the modern 
Alcoholics Anonymous—in Akron, OH, 
on Olive Street—where St. Thomas 
Hospital remains an institution com-
mitted to offering health services to 
those afflicted with alcoholism. 

Since those early days 75 years ago in 
the 1930s, Dr. Bob and Sister Ignatia 
helped foment the public consciousness 
that alcoholism is, in fact, a disease; 
that it is never fully cured but only 
managed with self-determination and 
with family and community support. 

Dr. Bob and Sister Ignatia imbued a 
sense of urgency in the movement 
where literally the common refrain for 
those who live the disease is to live one 
day at a time. 

It is that sense of urgency that often 
found Sister Ignatia saying, ‘‘Time is 
running out and I must work while I 
can.’’ 

Earlier this week, the people of 
Akron gathered at St. Thomas Hospital 
to rename Olive Street ‘‘Dr. Bob’s 
Way’’ to recognize his contribution to 
our Nation’s history. And earlier this 
month, thousands of supporters of 
AA—alcoholics and family members 
throughout the Nation—traveled to 
Akron for Founders Day which cele-
brates the legacy of Dr. Bob and Sister 
Ignatia. 

Many visitors traveled to Stan 
Hywet Hall where they walked along 
the pristine landscape, walking past 
the Gate Lodge where AA meetings 
continue to this day. 

From that single conversation at 
Gate Lodge to Dr. Bob and Anne’s 
home on Ardmore Avenue to St. Thom-
as Hospital on Olive Avenue, AA has 
turned into one of the most unified and 
diverse organizations in the world. 

Since its earliest days, AA opened its 
doors and services to all those who 
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