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Having previously served a year in 

Iraq, Specialist Redding was just 4 
weeks into his deployment in Afghani-
stan when the vehicle he was riding in 
was hit by the roadside bomb. Four 
others were lost in this tragic event. 

Specialist Redding served his country 
honorably and made the ultimate sac-
rifice for his fellow Americans. His 
courageous choice to protect his coun-
try and help the people of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan achieve peace and security 
represents all that we can be proud of 
in our Armed Forces. 

I commend SPC Blaine Redding’s 
bravery and selflessness, while offering 
my deepest condolences to his young 
wife Nikki and the family members he 
left behind. It is a small comfort for 
those who must now go on without one 
they loved so dearly, but they know 
that Specialist Redding gave his life 
for a noble goal. I join all Nebraskans— 
indeed, all Americans—in mourning 
the loss of this fine young man. 
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TRIBUTE TO KOREAN WAR 
VETERANS 

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize and pay tribute 
to our Korean war veterans and to ex-
press my strong support for and admi-
ration of the Harry S. Truman Library 
Institute, the nonprofit partner of the 
Truman Library, that is leading our 
Nation’s commemoration of the 60th 
anniversary of the start of the Korean 
war. On this important anniversary, we 
must not forget the lessons from this 
oft-forgotten war, nor the men and 
women who demonstrated legendary 
courage and valor in the face of un-
speakable brutality. 

Sixty years ago in Independence, MO, 
on June 25, 1950, President Harry S. 
Truman received word that the free 
people of South Korea had been in-
vaded by some 135,000 communist 
troops from the North. America’s 33rd 
President responded swiftly and deci-
sively, for, in his words, ‘‘In my gen-
eration, this was not the first occasion 
when the strong had attacked the 
weak.’’ Today, the fateful crossing of 
the 38th parallel by communist forces 
stands as the opening paragraph of one 
of the most brutal chapters in our 
American history, the Korean war. 

It is impossible to understand our 
world today—and to have an informed 
view on the conflict that continues to 
seethe on the Korean peninsula—with-
out understanding the Korean war. And 
yet, the first conflict in the Cold War is 
sometimes called the ‘‘Unknown War,’’ 
or worse, the ‘‘Forgotten War’’ because 
it is not widely taught, studied or un-
derstood. That is why, on this impor-
tant occasion, we must rise to honor 
the courage and sacrifice of our Korean 
war veterans—so we can never forget. 

We cannot and will not forget that 
nearly 1.8 million Americans served in 
Korea, along with the forces of the Re-

public of Korea and 20 other members 
of the United Nations, to defend free-
dom and democracy. We will not forget 
that nearly 33,739 Americans died in 
battle during the war. We will not for-
get that nearly 92,100 troops were 
wounded in action during the conflict. 
We will not forget that more than 8,100 
men and women never came home, and 
are still listed as missing in action or 
prisoners of war. 

We have, as we recognize the 60th an-
niversary of the start of the Korean 
war, an important opportunity to ex-
amine the roots and legacy of the Ko-
rean war and to honor each individual 
who, in the defense of freedom, bravely 
faced aggression of devastating tyr-
anny. I urge all Americans to observe 
the 60th anniversary of the Korean war 
and to take this opportunity to learn 
about the conflict and, most impor-
tantly, the men and women who par-
ticipated in it. Their legacy is one of 
great honor. I want to recognize the 
Korean War Veterans Appreciation 
Ceremony—held on June 21, 2010, in the 
hometown of one of Nation’s great 
leaders, President Harry S Truman, as 
a sterling symbol of our Nation’s com-
mitment to always remember, under-
stand, and honor our brave Korean war 
heroes and the history of the Korean 
war. 

I want to especially recognize the 
men and women at the Harry S Tru-
man Library Institute who tirelessly 
labored to make the Appreciation Cere-
mony possible and a tremendous suc-
cess. It is with great regret I will not 
be able to join many Missourians, 
many veterans, my esteemed col-
league, Congressman IKE SKELTON, who 
is a tremendous student of military 
history, and keynote speaker GEN 
David Petraeus, a modern-day Amer-
ican war hero, on June 21 in Independ-
ence to recognize this anniversary and 
celebrate Korean war veterans. How-
ever, I know this will be a momentous 
event on a momentous occasion. I 
stand with all of those at the event in 
remembering the Korean war, in hon-
oring Korean war veterans, in paying 
respect to the remaining POWs and 
MIAs and the fallen servicemembers, 
and in celebrating America’s freedom, 
which has for so long been guaranteed 
by our fighting men and women. 
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JUNETEENTH 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today in celebration of the 145th anni-
versary of Juneteenth, the oldest com-
memoration of the end of slavery in 
the United States. On June 19, 1865, 
Union soldiers arrived in Galveston, 
TX, to inform the slaves that they 
were free. Although the Emancipation 
Proclamation took effect on January 1, 
1863, it was 2 years later before the 
message reached slaves in Texas and 
the Union troops enforced the Presi-
dent’s order. Eighty-nine years after 

America’s Independence Day, Africans 
in America finally obtained their inde-
pendence from slavery. Juneteenth is a 
day when all Americans should cele-
brate Black Americans’ freedom and 
heritage. 

In 2008, Congress apologized for the 
injustice, cruelty, brutality, and inhu-
manity of slavery and Jim Crow laws. 
The congressional resolution acknowl-
edged that African Americans continue 
to suffer from the complex interplay 
between slavery and Jim Crow long 
after both systems were formally abol-
ished. This suffering is both tangible 
and intangible, including the loss of 
human dignity, the frustration of ca-
reers and professional lives, and the 
long-term loss of income and oppor-
tunity. 

On Wednesday, Congress honored the 
African-American slaves who built the 
U.S. Capitol by dedicating plaques to 
their memory. Historians have discov-
ered that slaves worked 12-hour days, 6 
days a week on the construction of the 
Capitol. The Federal Government 
rented over 400 slaves from local slave 
owners at a rate of $5 per person per 
month, but the slaves were not paid for 
their work. 

On this day, it is fitting to remember 
our Nation’s painful history. Millions 
of Africans were torn from their home-
land and brought to the Americas as 
chattel. While it is unknown how many 
died during the middle passage, it is es-
timated that 645,000 arrived in the 
United States. My own State of Mary-
land had slaves. In 1790, more than 
100,000 slaves, which would have been 
about a third of the State’s total popu-
lation, lived in Maryland. Seventy 
years later, the 1860 census indicated 
that there were more than 4 million 
slaves nationwide. 

Despite Maryland’s history of slav-
ery, many Marylanders led the fight 
for abolition. The underground railroad 
was a secret network that helped 
enslaved men, women, and children es-
cape to freedom. Its route through 
Maryland took passengers by boat up 
the Chesapeake Bay. Ships departed 
from the many towns located directly 
on the bay and from cities on rivers 
that flowed into the bay, including Bal-
timore. Many ships’ pilots hid fugitives 
and helped them on their way. 

Another route led slaves by land up 
along the eastern shore of Maryland 
and into Delaware, where they could 
cross into Pennsylvania and go north 
to freedom in Massachusetts, New 
York, and Canada. This was the route 
used by Harriet Ross Tubman, a native 
of Dorchester County, MD. Tubman not 
only guided herself and her family to 
freedom through the underground rail-
road, she also made more than 19 trips 
to the South to lead more than 300 
slaves to freedom. She never lost a 
‘‘passenger’’ along the route. 

The abolitionist leader Frederick 
Douglass was born in Talbot County on 
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