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Maryland’s eastern shore. At age 20 he 
escaped from slavery and spent the rest 
of his life advocating racial equality 
throughout the United States and the 
United Kingdom. Harriet Tubman, 
Frederick Douglass, and countless oth-
ers who led slaves to freedom and 
fought to abolish slavery are the he-
roes who inspire us to persevere in the 
fight for equality and justice in this 
country and worldwide. 

In 1865, June 19 marked the end of 
slavery in America, but not the end of 
de jure racial discrimination. My own 
State of Maryland passed 15 Jim Crow 
laws between 1870 and 1957. Maryland’s 
schools, swimming pools, movie houses 
and other facilities were segregated. 
Notably, in 1930, the University of 
Maryland Law School denied admission 
to Baltimore native Thurgood Mar-
shall, a man who would two decades 
later argue the landmark Brown v. 
Board of Education case, outlawing le-
gally segregated schools, and who 
would soon after become the Nation’s 
first Black Supreme Court Justice. 

While our Nation has made consider-
able progress over the past century and 
a half, many challenges remain. Dis-
crimination, disparities, and racially 
motivated hate persist. We must con-
front these issues. We cannot ignore 
the disparities in health care that re-
sult in higher premature birth rates 
and reduced life expectancy for minor-
ity populations. We cannot ignore dis-
criminatory sentencing in our courts 
or discriminatory lending practices by 
financial institutions. Racially moti-
vated police brutality and hate crimes 
cannot stand. We must continue to 
pursue justice in each of these areas, 
and for all Americans. 

We owe it to the legacy of our prede-
cessors in the battle for racial equality 
to keep fighting injustice until the 
Declaration that ‘‘all men are created 
equal’’ rings true. We cannot be com-
placent. As Martin Luther King, Jr. 
said, ‘‘We will remember not the words 
of our enemies, but the silence of our 
friends.’’ 

We must continue to strive toward 
elimination of inequality so we can 
truly honor the spirit of Juneteenth. 

f 

REMEMBERING ARKANSAS FLOOD 
VICTIMS 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, my 
home State of Arkansas is known for 
its natural beauty, drawing thousands 
of visitors each year for camping, fish-
ing, and outdoor recreation. Trag-
ically, 20 visitors to Camp Albert Pike 
lost their lives last weekend after se-
vere rain resulted in flash flooding 
early Friday. My heartfelt condolences 
go out to their families, friends, and 
loved ones, many of whom I met as I 
toured the devastation. I will continue 
to pray that they find peace and con-
solation. 

I have always had the utmost respect 
for our law enforcement, first respond-

ers, search and rescue teams and of-
fices of emergency management. I have 
never been more impressed than in see-
ing their monumental effort during 
this tragedy. These brave men and 
women put their own safety at risk to 
search for survivors and victims, and 
they demonstrated amazing com-
petence and dedication. 

I was personally moved, as once 
again, Arkansans rallied to help their 
neighbors. While most of the victims of 
this disaster were from outside the 
boundaries of our State, local citizens 
embraced them with love and true 
compassion. 

It was heartbreaking to hear the sto-
ries of those who struggled to make it 
out alive and those who were not so 
fortunate. There were many true he-
roes—of all ages—who continued to res-
cue others even when they knew mem-
bers of their own families had perished 
and in the face of unbelievable personal 
danger. 

Mr. President, I ask that we remem-
ber those who lost their lives in this 
tragic event: 

ARKANSAS 
Kaden Jez, 3, Foreman; Leslie Anne Jez, 23, 

Foreman; Debra McMaster, 43, Hope; Sheri 
Wade, 46, Ashdown. 

LOUISIANA 
Shane Basinger, 34, Shreveport; Kinsley 

Basinger, 6, Shreveport; Jadyn Basinger, 8, 
Shreveport; Anthony Smith, 30, Gloster; 
Katelynn Smith, 2, Gloster; Joey Smith, 5, 
Gloster; Bruce Roeder, 51, Luling; Kay Roe-
der, 69, Luling; Deborah Roeder, 52, Luling. 

TEXAS 
Robert Lee Shumake, 68, DeKalb; Wilene 

Shumake, 67, DeKalb; Nicholas Wade 
Shumake, 8, DeKalb; Eric Wayne Schultz, 38, 
Nash; Gayble Y. Moss, 7, Texarkana; Kylee 
Sullivan, 6, Texarkana; Julie Freeman, 53, 
Texarkana. 
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WORLD REFUGEE DAY 2010 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this Sun-

day, June 20, is World Refugee Day. On 
June 20, 2001, we recognized World Ref-
ugee Day for the first time, in com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of 
the 1951 Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees. 

At the end of the last century, war 
and ethnic cleansing in the former 
Yugoslavia left many people without a 
home or the protection of their coun-
try of origin. The Rwandan genocide of 
1994 and the subsequent wars in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo forced 
refugees to flee to Tanzania and other 
neighboring states. As of last fall, over 
300,000 individuals in Tanzania were 
still waiting for safe, third country re-
settlement. The dissolution of the 
former Soviet Union, followed by war 
and ethnic strife in Chechnya, the 
Caucasus, and Central Asian successor 
states, created millions of refugees and 
internally displaced persons. Some of 
these former Soviet citizens were left 
stateless and remain so, unable to 
claim the rights or protection of any 
nation. 

Despite these tragic events, the first 
World Refugee Day was an occasion of 
great hope. It provided an opportunity 
to celebrate the perseverance of refu-
gees as they begin new lives in foreign 
lands, join new communities, learn new 
languages, and help their families ad-
just. The inaugural World Refugee Day 
celebrated the hard work of organiza-
tions such as the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees and other voluntary agencies dedi-
cated to serving refugees. The day also 
acknowledged the personal contribu-
tions of volunteers in the United 
States and around the world to help 
refugees resettle in their communities. 
Finally, World Refugee Day raised 
awareness about the challenging condi-
tions faced by refugees, whether they 
are fleeing violence and persecution, or 
waiting in a camp, hoping that a safe 
nation will welcome them and provide 
them security. 

The last 10 years have not been easy 
for refugees. War and conflict around 
the globe have produced more refugees, 
yet the financial crisis and global eco-
nomic downturn have made it more dif-
ficult for comparatively wealthy coun-
tries to contribute funds to support ref-
ugees and resettlement programs. For 
refugees recently resettled in the 
United States, the high unemployment 
rate, increased demand for low income 
housing, and strain on community 
service providers has made it more dif-
ficult for these new Americans to start 
to build their new lives. 

After the September 11, 2001, attacks, 
certain changes to U.S. asylum law 
were enacted that have the effect of de-
nying protection to genuine refugees, 
such as child soldiers and women 
forced into sexual slavery, if their co-
erced actions are labeled as ‘‘material 
support’’ for terrorism. 

Throughout this difficult time, I 
have remained proud of the role that 
our country plays in supporting refu-
gees and internally displaced persons 
abroad and helping refugees resettle in 
the United States. Since the 1980 Ref-
ugee Act was enacted, more than 2.6 
million refugees and asylum seekers 
have been resettled in the United 
States. 

My home State of Vermont has wel-
comed more than 5,300 refugees since 
1989. In 2001, the same year as the first 
World Refugee Day, the first group of 
the ‘‘Lost Boys’’ of Sudan was resettled 
in Vermont. These boys had traveled 
hundreds of miles by foot to escape war 
and ethnic- and religious-based perse-
cution. They were warehoused in ref-
ugee camps in Kenya and Ethiopia be-
fore being resettled in the United 
States. In the 9 years since they have 
arrived in Vermont, many have grad-
uated from college, and some have 
gone on to attend graduate school. 

Vermont has received refugees from 
across the globe, including Bosnia, Bu-
rundi, Vietnam, Somalia, and Russia. 
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Hundreds of Vermonters have volun-
teered to help these refugees adapt to 
life in Vermont, welcoming them into 
their homes, schools, and places of wor-
ship. The newcomers have had a pro-
found effect on life in Vermont, start-
ing small businesses, excelling in local 
soccer teams, creating art, running 
community gardens, and sharing their 
cultures. In one Vermont school dis-
trict, all signs are in English, Viet-
namese, and Serbo-Croatian, reflecting 
just a few of the many languages spo-
ken by the diverse student population. 
Not only do the Vermont-born students 
learn a little more about the world 
from their classmates who are refu-
gees, but they also learn an important 
lesson about the resolve and durability 
of the human spirit. 

While I am proud of the United 
States’ long-standing commitment to 
refugees, I believe that we as law-
makers can do better for the world’s 
most vulnerable populations. That is 
why I introduced S.3113, the Refugee 
Protection Act of 2010. The bill will 
bring the United States back into com-
pliance with the Refugee Convention. 
Through modifications to the statute 
and misinterpretations of law in court 
decisions, the United States is falling 
short in some areas of refugee protec-
tion. The bill corrects serious problems 
in our law, such as the material sup-
port provision, which can prevent inno-
cent victims of persecution from gain-
ing protection. It also repeals the one- 
year filing deadline for asylum seekers 
in the United States. The deadline was 
unnecessary when it was added to the 
law in 1996, and remains unnecessary 
now. The bill also improves due process 
protections for asylum seekers without 
lowering the standards that one must 
meet in order to gain refugee status. 

For resettled refugees in the United 
States, the bill ensures that per capita 
grants to assist these new Americans 
are adjusted every year to reflect the 
cost of living and inflation. The Obama 
administration raised the per capita 
grant level this year after it had lan-
guished at an unacceptably low level 
for years. I commend that action, but 
want to ensure the number does not re-
main stagnant. 

I thank Senators LEVIN, AKAKA, DUR-
BIN, and BURRIS for their support of the 
Refugee Protection Act. I hope that on 
World Refugee Day, others will join us 
in helping victims of persecution 
worldwide. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this Sun-
day, June 20, the world will observe the 
tenth annual World Refugee Day. On 
this day, we call attention to human-
ity’s efforts, through the United Na-
tions, the work of individual govern-
ments, and of nongovernmental organi-
zations, to alleviate the plight of those 
forced from their homes by conflict or 
hatred. 

Sadly, while the world’s commitment 
to these refugees is great, the scope of 

the problem is even greater. Last year, 
more than 43 million people were forc-
ibly displaced from their homes, the 
largest number since the mid-1990s. At 
the same time, data from the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees show that the number of refugees 
who resettled in 2009 was at the lowest 
level in two decades. 

These figures, just for 2009, include 
more than 2.8 million people who have 
fled homes in Afghanistan, more than 
1.7 million people from Iraq, more than 
half a million in Somalia, nearly half a 
million from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. These stunning numbers rep-
resent the human cost of humanity’s 
inability to live in peace. These seem-
ingly endless millions represent moth-
ers who struggle to feed their babies, 
children unable to go to school, fami-
lies without dependable access to clean 
water or food or medical care. They are 
without homes, and if the world is si-
lent to their pleas for aid, they will be 
without hope. 

Fortunately, this human tragedy has 
prompted global action, with the 
United States in the lead. The Refugee 
Act of 1980 guides U.S. policy with re-
gards to refugees, and since its passage, 
more than two and a half million peo-
ple forced from their homes have been 
resettled in the United States. Of the 
more than 112,000 refugees who found 
refuge in countries other than their 
home in 2009, about 80,000, or nearly 
three-quarters, were resettled in the 
United States. 

Despite our commitment to aiding 
refugees and to finding them new 
homes, our current policies often stand 
in the way of fulfilling our responsi-
bility to help. Current law and admin-
istrative practice too often put unnec-
essary burdens on those seeking asy-
lum here, even barring some who hope 
to escape the worst sorts of violence 
and persecution from entering the 
United States. 

Seeking to address these problems, I 
have joined Senators LEAHY and DUR-
BIN in sponsoring the Refugee Protec-
tion Act of 2010. Our legislation would 
extend protections for those seeking 
asylum in the United States; reform 
the process by which asylum seekers 
can be expelled from this country; 
modify existing law to ensure that le-
gitimate asylum-seekers are not inad-
vertently caught up in antiterrorism 
protections while ensuring that terror-
ists are unable to manipulate the sys-
tem to gain entry; and ease the path to 
resettlement for asylum-seekers and 
their families. Failing to remedy these 
gaps in our refugee law would carry a 
great human cost. As Dan Glickman, 
the president of Refugees Inter-
national, testified to the Judiciary 
Committee during a hearing on our bill 
last month, ‘‘The Refugee Protection 
Act will help us do the right thing by 
creating a more efficient and fair proc-
ess for providing safe haven to the 
world’s most vulnerable.’’ 

We face this continuing challenge 
without one of the world’s most elo-
quent and effective advocates for the 
world’s refugees. Senator Ted Kennedy 
led the drive to pass the original Ref-
ugee Act of 1980. He was a tireless ad-
vocate for the innocent victims of con-
flict, religious persecution and ethnic 
hatred. As we approach another World 
Refugee Day, we would benefit enor-
mously from his leadership, but we can 
gain inspiration from his example. So 
long as there are people forced from 
their homes by war and persecution, 
this Nation will have a responsibility 
to act, and the Refugee Protection Act 
is an important opportunity to do so. 

f 

UIGHUR PROTESTS IN URUMQI 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, it has 
been nearly a year since deadly ethnic 
rioting between ethnic Han Chinese 
and the native Uighur population en-
gulfed the city of Urumqi in China’s 
vast, far-western region of Xianjiang— 
one of the worst ethnic clashes in 
China in decades. 

Last year, after the protests began, I 
spoke on the floor, expressing my con-
cern about human rights abuses and a 
lack of press freedom in Xianjiang, as 
demonstrated by the decision by the 
Chinese government to block access to 
journalists, which prevented the world 
from knowing the truth of what was 
occurring. Unfortunately, it is now 
clear that things were even worse than 
we knew at the time. 

The Chinese police, the People’s 
Armed Police, and the military re-
sponded with a heavy hand, conducting 
many large-scale sweep operations in 
two mostly Uighur areas of the city, 
operations that reportedly continued 
at least through mid-August of 2009. 
Internet and text-messaging services 
were immediately limited or cut off, 
and were only restored last month, de-
priving the people of Xianjiang from 
access to news, information, means of 
communication, and other benefits of 
connective technology. 

The official death toll from the July 
5, 2009, rioting was reportedly 197— 
though human rights observers say the 
actual number of casualties is higher. 
At least 1,700 people were injured, and 
some 1,500 people, by the government’s 
own account, were detained. According 
to an insightful article published in the 
Washington Post this week, as of early 
March, there have been 25 death sen-
tences among the 198 people officially 
sentenced. Twenty-three of those 25 
were ethnic Uighurs. 

The Post, which sent a reporter to 
Urumqi for a look at the city 1 year 
after the riots, reports that residents 
‘‘seem most terrified of talking,’’ and 
not just with journalists but also with 
each other. Uniformed and plainclothes 
police officers are pervasive, the news-
paper reports. Most Uighurs are Sunni 
Muslims, but their religious freedoms 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:54 Jul 11, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S17JN0.001 S17JN0pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T18:23:43-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




