
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 156, Pt. 811082 June 17, 2010 
Maryland’s eastern shore. At age 20 he 
escaped from slavery and spent the rest 
of his life advocating racial equality 
throughout the United States and the 
United Kingdom. Harriet Tubman, 
Frederick Douglass, and countless oth-
ers who led slaves to freedom and 
fought to abolish slavery are the he-
roes who inspire us to persevere in the 
fight for equality and justice in this 
country and worldwide. 

In 1865, June 19 marked the end of 
slavery in America, but not the end of 
de jure racial discrimination. My own 
State of Maryland passed 15 Jim Crow 
laws between 1870 and 1957. Maryland’s 
schools, swimming pools, movie houses 
and other facilities were segregated. 
Notably, in 1930, the University of 
Maryland Law School denied admission 
to Baltimore native Thurgood Mar-
shall, a man who would two decades 
later argue the landmark Brown v. 
Board of Education case, outlawing le-
gally segregated schools, and who 
would soon after become the Nation’s 
first Black Supreme Court Justice. 

While our Nation has made consider-
able progress over the past century and 
a half, many challenges remain. Dis-
crimination, disparities, and racially 
motivated hate persist. We must con-
front these issues. We cannot ignore 
the disparities in health care that re-
sult in higher premature birth rates 
and reduced life expectancy for minor-
ity populations. We cannot ignore dis-
criminatory sentencing in our courts 
or discriminatory lending practices by 
financial institutions. Racially moti-
vated police brutality and hate crimes 
cannot stand. We must continue to 
pursue justice in each of these areas, 
and for all Americans. 

We owe it to the legacy of our prede-
cessors in the battle for racial equality 
to keep fighting injustice until the 
Declaration that ‘‘all men are created 
equal’’ rings true. We cannot be com-
placent. As Martin Luther King, Jr. 
said, ‘‘We will remember not the words 
of our enemies, but the silence of our 
friends.’’ 

We must continue to strive toward 
elimination of inequality so we can 
truly honor the spirit of Juneteenth. 
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REMEMBERING ARKANSAS FLOOD 
VICTIMS 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, my 
home State of Arkansas is known for 
its natural beauty, drawing thousands 
of visitors each year for camping, fish-
ing, and outdoor recreation. Trag-
ically, 20 visitors to Camp Albert Pike 
lost their lives last weekend after se-
vere rain resulted in flash flooding 
early Friday. My heartfelt condolences 
go out to their families, friends, and 
loved ones, many of whom I met as I 
toured the devastation. I will continue 
to pray that they find peace and con-
solation. 

I have always had the utmost respect 
for our law enforcement, first respond-

ers, search and rescue teams and of-
fices of emergency management. I have 
never been more impressed than in see-
ing their monumental effort during 
this tragedy. These brave men and 
women put their own safety at risk to 
search for survivors and victims, and 
they demonstrated amazing com-
petence and dedication. 

I was personally moved, as once 
again, Arkansans rallied to help their 
neighbors. While most of the victims of 
this disaster were from outside the 
boundaries of our State, local citizens 
embraced them with love and true 
compassion. 

It was heartbreaking to hear the sto-
ries of those who struggled to make it 
out alive and those who were not so 
fortunate. There were many true he-
roes—of all ages—who continued to res-
cue others even when they knew mem-
bers of their own families had perished 
and in the face of unbelievable personal 
danger. 

Mr. President, I ask that we remem-
ber those who lost their lives in this 
tragic event: 

ARKANSAS 
Kaden Jez, 3, Foreman; Leslie Anne Jez, 23, 

Foreman; Debra McMaster, 43, Hope; Sheri 
Wade, 46, Ashdown. 

LOUISIANA 
Shane Basinger, 34, Shreveport; Kinsley 

Basinger, 6, Shreveport; Jadyn Basinger, 8, 
Shreveport; Anthony Smith, 30, Gloster; 
Katelynn Smith, 2, Gloster; Joey Smith, 5, 
Gloster; Bruce Roeder, 51, Luling; Kay Roe-
der, 69, Luling; Deborah Roeder, 52, Luling. 

TEXAS 
Robert Lee Shumake, 68, DeKalb; Wilene 

Shumake, 67, DeKalb; Nicholas Wade 
Shumake, 8, DeKalb; Eric Wayne Schultz, 38, 
Nash; Gayble Y. Moss, 7, Texarkana; Kylee 
Sullivan, 6, Texarkana; Julie Freeman, 53, 
Texarkana. 
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WORLD REFUGEE DAY 2010 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this Sun-

day, June 20, is World Refugee Day. On 
June 20, 2001, we recognized World Ref-
ugee Day for the first time, in com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of 
the 1951 Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees. 

At the end of the last century, war 
and ethnic cleansing in the former 
Yugoslavia left many people without a 
home or the protection of their coun-
try of origin. The Rwandan genocide of 
1994 and the subsequent wars in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo forced 
refugees to flee to Tanzania and other 
neighboring states. As of last fall, over 
300,000 individuals in Tanzania were 
still waiting for safe, third country re-
settlement. The dissolution of the 
former Soviet Union, followed by war 
and ethnic strife in Chechnya, the 
Caucasus, and Central Asian successor 
states, created millions of refugees and 
internally displaced persons. Some of 
these former Soviet citizens were left 
stateless and remain so, unable to 
claim the rights or protection of any 
nation. 

Despite these tragic events, the first 
World Refugee Day was an occasion of 
great hope. It provided an opportunity 
to celebrate the perseverance of refu-
gees as they begin new lives in foreign 
lands, join new communities, learn new 
languages, and help their families ad-
just. The inaugural World Refugee Day 
celebrated the hard work of organiza-
tions such as the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees and other voluntary agencies dedi-
cated to serving refugees. The day also 
acknowledged the personal contribu-
tions of volunteers in the United 
States and around the world to help 
refugees resettle in their communities. 
Finally, World Refugee Day raised 
awareness about the challenging condi-
tions faced by refugees, whether they 
are fleeing violence and persecution, or 
waiting in a camp, hoping that a safe 
nation will welcome them and provide 
them security. 

The last 10 years have not been easy 
for refugees. War and conflict around 
the globe have produced more refugees, 
yet the financial crisis and global eco-
nomic downturn have made it more dif-
ficult for comparatively wealthy coun-
tries to contribute funds to support ref-
ugees and resettlement programs. For 
refugees recently resettled in the 
United States, the high unemployment 
rate, increased demand for low income 
housing, and strain on community 
service providers has made it more dif-
ficult for these new Americans to start 
to build their new lives. 

After the September 11, 2001, attacks, 
certain changes to U.S. asylum law 
were enacted that have the effect of de-
nying protection to genuine refugees, 
such as child soldiers and women 
forced into sexual slavery, if their co-
erced actions are labeled as ‘‘material 
support’’ for terrorism. 

Throughout this difficult time, I 
have remained proud of the role that 
our country plays in supporting refu-
gees and internally displaced persons 
abroad and helping refugees resettle in 
the United States. Since the 1980 Ref-
ugee Act was enacted, more than 2.6 
million refugees and asylum seekers 
have been resettled in the United 
States. 

My home State of Vermont has wel-
comed more than 5,300 refugees since 
1989. In 2001, the same year as the first 
World Refugee Day, the first group of 
the ‘‘Lost Boys’’ of Sudan was resettled 
in Vermont. These boys had traveled 
hundreds of miles by foot to escape war 
and ethnic- and religious-based perse-
cution. They were warehoused in ref-
ugee camps in Kenya and Ethiopia be-
fore being resettled in the United 
States. In the 9 years since they have 
arrived in Vermont, many have grad-
uated from college, and some have 
gone on to attend graduate school. 

Vermont has received refugees from 
across the globe, including Bosnia, Bu-
rundi, Vietnam, Somalia, and Russia. 
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