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meet during the session of the Senate 
on June 17, 2010, at 3 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on June 17, 2010, at 2:15 p.m. in 
room 628 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Indian Education: Did the No Child 
Left Behind Act Leave Indian Students 
Behind?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on June 17, 2010, at 10 a.m., in SD– 
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct an executive business 
meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on June 
17, 2010, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Harnessing Small Business 
Innovation: Navigating the Evaluation 
Process for Gulf Coast Oil Cleanup Pro-
posals.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 17, 2010 at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Energy, Science, and 
Transportation of the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate at 9:30 a.m. on June 17, 
2010, in SR–328A. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Michaela 
Byrne and Jeremy Long, members of 
my staff, be granted floor privileges for 
the duration of the debate on H.R. 4213. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

PROVIDING FOR RECONSIDER-
ATION AND REVISION OF PRO-
POSED CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES VIRGIN IS-
LANDS 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 33, a joint resolution 
providing for the reconsideration and 
revision of the proposed Constitution 
of the U.S. Virgin Islands to correct 
provisions inconsistent with the Con-
stitution and Federal law, introduced 
earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 33) to provide 

for the reconsideration and revision of the 
proposed constitution of the United States 
Virgin Islands to correct provisions incon-
sistent with the Constitution and Federal 
law. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands is an unincor-
porated territory of the United States 
that was acquired from Denmark in 
1917. It is one of only two United States 
territories which does not have a lo-
cally adopted constitution to provide 
for basic governmental organization 
and operations. Instead, the Virgin Is-
lands government operates under the 
Revised Organic Act of 1954, as amend-
ed, a Federal law written by Congress 
(48 U.S.C. 1541–1645). 

In 1976, to enhance local self-govern-
ment, Congress enacted Public Law 94– 
584, which, as amended, authorizes the 
people of the Virgin Islands to convene 
a constitutional convention and draft a 
constitution. The law provides for two 
consecutive 60-day periods for Presi-
dential and Congressional review. Upon 
receiving a proposed constitution from 
the President, Congress may approve, 
modify, or amend the document by 
joint resolution, but if Congress does 
not act within its 60 legislative day re-
view period, then the constitution is 
deemed approved by Congress. If Con-
gress approves the proposed constitu-
tion, or passes modifications or amend-
ments, it then goes before the Virgin 
Islands voters to be accepted or re-
jected in a referendum. Since 1964, the 
people of the Virgin Islands have at-
tempted five times to write a constitu-
tion, but previous efforts have been un-
successful. 

On December 31, 2009, the Governor of 
the Virgin Islands submitted a pro-
posed constitution drafted by the Fifth 
Constitutional Convention to President 
Obama, and it was transmitted to Con-
gress with administration comments. 
The end of the 60 legislative day Con-
gressional review period is June 30. 

In his February 26, 2010, message to 
Congress, President Obama attached 

the proposed constitution and a memo-
randum of the Justice Department 
which noted that several features of 
the proposed constitution warranted 
comment: 1, the absence of an express 
recognition of United States sov-
ereignty and the supremacy of Federal 
law; 2, provisions for a special election 
on the Virgin Islands territorial status; 
3, provisions conferring legal advan-
tages on certain groups defined by 
place and timing of birth, timing of 
residency, or ancestry; 4, residence re-
quirements for certain offices; 5, provi-
sions guaranteeing legislative rep-
resentation of certain geographic 
areas; 6, provisions addressing terri-
torial waters and marine resources; 7, 
imprecise language on certain provi-
sions of the proposed constitution’s bill 
of rights; 8, the possible need to repeal 
of certain Federal laws if the proposed 
United States Virgin Islands constitu-
tion is adopted; and 9, the effect of con-
gressional action or inaction on the 
proposed constitution. I refer you to 
the President’s message and DOJ 
memorandum in the March 1, 2010, Con-
gressional Record, page S856. Both in 
the memorandum and in testimony on 
May 19 before the Senate Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, the 
Justice Department recommended that 
‘‘the provisions conferring legal advan-
tages on certain groups defined by 
place and timing of birth, timing of 
residency, or ancestry. . .’’ Item 3 
above—be removed from the constitu-
tion and that consideration be given to 
shortening the resilence requirements 
for certain officers—item 4—and to re-
vising the provisions concerning terri-
torial waters and marine resources— 
item 6. 

I am pleased to join with the ranking 
member of the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, Senator MUR-
KOWSKI, in introducing this resolution 
to provide for the reconsideration and 
revision of the proposed constitution of 
the Virgin Islands to correct provisions 
that are inconsistent with the U.S. 
Constitution and Federal law. More 
specifically, the resolution would 
amend P.L. 94–584, as amended, to pro-
vide that Congress may urge the con-
vention to reconvene, but following re-
consideration and revision of the pro-
posed constitution, it would not be 
sent back to Congress for review. In-
stead, the U.S. President would have 60 
calendar days to provide administra-
tion comments to the Governor and 
Congress, and to publish those com-
ments in the Federal Register. Then, 
the revised proposed constitution 
would be submitted to the voters for 
approval or disapproval. If the Con-
stitutional Convention fails to recon-
vene, or if the convention fails to make 
revisions, then there will be no ref-
erendum of approval or disapproval of 
the proposed constitution by the voters 
of the Virgin Islands, and this process 
ends. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:54 Jul 11, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00091 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S17JN0.003 S17JN0pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T18:43:16-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




