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following its damage from a terrorist attack. 
Mr. Mendelsohn also demonstrated out-
standing initiative in serving as a business ad-
visor to the Military Sealift Command in the 
implementation of a significant realignment 
that has ensured that the MSC can meet the 
increasing needs of the warfighter at a re-
duced cost. 

Mr. Mendelsohn established himself as a re-
spected expert in the maritime industry and 
was frequently asked to conduct briefings for 
Members of Congress and their staff on 
issues associated with the maritime industry, 
including overseas ship repair and maritime 
labor practices. Mr. Mendelsohn also drafted a 
number of legislative proposals that were en-
acted into law. 

Alan Mendelsohn has exhibited integrity, vi-
sion, dedication and civility throughout his ca-
reer. The commitment and sacrifice of Ameri-
cans like him enrich our Nation. I am proud, 
Madam Speaker, to thank Alan Mendelsohn 
for his honorable service to our Nation. I wish 
him fair winds and following seas as he con-
cludes a distinguished career of public service. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to cast the recorded votes for rollcall 339, 
340, 341, and 342. Had I been present I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ for these measures. 
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JUNETEENTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I am delighted to acknowledge 
Juneteenth. I am pleased to be with you this 
afternoon. I would like to thank you for your 
commitment to seeking solutions to one of the 
most pressing challenges facing our commu-
nity: ensuring that everyone receive all the 
rights guaranteed under our civil rights laws. I 
believe that one of the most important viola-
tions of civil rights are hate crimes and racial 
profiling. I also believe that equal access to 
health, education, housing and health care, 
are all civil rights. But I will focus on hate 
crimes and access to adequate health care. 

HISTORY OF JUNETEENTH 
For those of you who ask, ‘‘What is 

Juneteenth,’’ I will tell you. Dating back to 
1865, it was on June 19 that the Union sol-
diers, led by the courageous Major General 
Gordon Granger, landed in Galveston, Texas 
with news that the Civil War had ended and 
that the enslaved were now free. The Emanci-
pation Proclamation became official on Janu-
ary 1, 1863. Nevertheless, people held in 
bondage in Texas had to wait two and a half 
years after President Lincoln’s proclamation, 
to hear the news of freedom. 

It gives me great pleasure to speak about 
Juneteenth and I would like to share with you 

the letter that Major General Gordon Granger 
read to the emotion filled slaves. It reads as 
follows: ‘‘The People of Texas are informed 
that in accordance with a Proclamation from 
the Executive of the United States, all slaves 
are free. This involves an absolute equality of 
rights and rights of property between former 
masters and slaves, and the connection here-
tofore existing between them becomes that 
between employer and free laborer.’’ 

Prior to June 19, 1865, the Emancipation 
Proclamation had little impact on Texans due 
to the minimal number of Union troops avail-
able to enforce the new Executive order. 
Thanks to the meritorious Major Granger and 
the arrival of his troops, there were forces 
strong enough to overcome the resistance and 
to free the slaves. 

Many stories have been told about the ac-
tual reason for why it took so long for the 
news of the Emancipation to reach Galveston, 
but it is very difficult to say which one is true. 
The fact still remains that the news did not 
come to the enslaved Texans soon enough. 
The reactions to the profound news ranged 
from pure shock to immediate jubilation. 

Upon hearing the news, many of the newly 
freed slaves went north and others went to 
neighboring states, such as Louisiana, Arkan-
sas, and Oklahoma. For those freed men and 
women, recounting the memories and festivi-
ties of that great day in June of 1865 served 
as motivation as well as a release from the 
growing pressures encountered in their new 
territory. 

The celebration of June 19th was coined 
‘‘Juneteenth’’ and it grew with more participa-
tion from descendants. The Juneteenth cele-
bration was a time for reassuring one another, 
for praying and for gathering with family mem-
bers. This still holds true today because Afri-
can Americans continue to face many chal-
lenges that call for prayer and gathering to-
gether with one’s family and community. 

When the celebration of Juneteenth origi-
nated, a range of activities were offered to en-
tertain the masses, many of which continue in 
tradition today. Rodeos, fishing, barbecuing 
and baseball are just a few of the typical 
Juneteenth activities that one may witness or 
participate in today. This is an historic and im-
portant commemoration for Texas but also for 
the Nation. This Holiday equals freedom. I ap-
plaud all of the events sponsored by 
Houstonians that seeks to inspire and educate 
our children and to respect the former slaves 
of Texas who suffered so much. 
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HONORING LYDIA ZUIDEMA 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Lydia Zuidema of 
Saint Joseph, Missouri. Lydia is active in the 
community through her work and has been 
chosen to receive the YWCA Women of Ex-
cellence Award for Woman in the Workplace. 

Lydia is the superintendent and a teacher at 
St. Joseph Christian School. She instituted the 
school’s National Institute for Learning Devel-

opment program and has traveled to Afghani-
stan and South Africa to train other teachers. 
In Afghanistan, she helped staff and faculty 
prepare to receive accreditation; in South Afri-
ca, she trained early childhood educators. She 
never wavers from her sense of peace and 
calm, which comes from her great love for and 
dedication to the Lord. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in recognizing Lydia Zuidema. She has 
made an amazing impact on countless individ-
uals in the St. Joseph Community. I am hon-
ored to represent her in the United States 
Congress. 
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HONORING PATRICK CREER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Patrick Creer upon his 
retirement from the California Highway Patrol, 
Oakhurst Area Office. Officer Creer will offi-
cially retire on June 30, 2010 after 28 years of 
service. 

Officer Creer graduated from Simi Valley 
High School in 1972. He served in the United 
States Air Force from 1976 through 1982. 
After completing his service in the military, Of-
ficer Creer was appointed to the California 
Highway Patrol academy in 1982. Upon grad-
uating from the academy, he was assigned to 
the Santa Cruz Area Office. 

In 1988 Officer Creer was transferred to the 
Fresno Area Office. After serving 6 years in 
Fresno, he was transferred to the Central Divi-
sion, where he worked in the recruitment unit 
for 9 years. In 2003, Officer Creer was trans-
ferred to the newly opened Oakhurst Area Of-
fice. 

Officer Creer has been married to his wife, 
Vicki, for 34 years. They have 1 son, Matthew. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Patrick Creer for his tremen-
dous service to the State of California upon 
his retirement from the California Highway Pa-
trol. I invite my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing Officer Creer many years of continued 
success. 
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HONORING LIEUTENANT ROBERT 
REYNOLDS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the career of Lieutenant Robert 
Reynolds of the Worcester Fire Department. 
Lieutenant Reynolds is retiring after 24 years 
of dedicated service to the City of Worcester. 

As with any public service profession, the 
nobility inherent in fire fighters should not be 
overlooked. These brave people, bound by 
duty and honor, risk their own health and safe-
ty in order to protect the lives and property of 
others. This sense of duty was undoubtedly 
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