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I extend my congratulations to NACWA on 

the occasion of its 40th anniversary. During 
this time, NACWA’s strategic input has been a 
valuable resource to me and the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee and un-
doubtedly will continue to be as we shape the 
course of environmental protection for our na-
tion’s waters. 
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CELEBRATING THE WORK OF MR. 
CHARLES SEGAL 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the accomplishments of 
Mr. Charles Segal, a dedicated public servant 
who has made immeasurable contributions to 
forging close ties with America’s most impor-
tant ally in the Middle East, the State of Israel. 

Throughout Mr. Segal’s years of service, he 
has dedicated himself to protecting the human 
rights of Soviet Jewry and the critically impor-
tant mission of exposing Nazi war criminals 
who escaped justice. His work has earned him 
the deep appreciation not only of strong sup-
porters of the U.S.-Israeli friendship, but also 
of the State of Israel. I am proud to recognize 
Mr. Segal and submit a letter from the Israeli 
Consul General, honoring his exemplary work 
on behalf of Israel. 

CONSULATE GENERAL, 
OF ISRAEL IN NEW YORK, 

May 5, 2010. 
DEAR MR. SEGAL, I recently learned from 

Rabbi Paul Silton of your longstanding com-
mitment and service to the State of Israel 
and therefore it is my pleasure to extend 
these heartfelt wishes of mazal tov to you. 

As the State of Israel celebrates its 62 an-
niversary, you have had the privilege of 
watching our small State take root, grow, 
and blossom before your very eyes. While 
some easily dismissed its hidden potential 
and true value, you took every opportunity 
available to fight for its existence, knowing 
that the Jewish people had earned the right 
to return to their homeland. 

As a foreign correspondent, you used the 
power of your words to mobilize the Amer-
ican and Canadian communities in support of 
Israel as we struggled to become a free and 
democratic state. You served the Jewish peo-
ple by fighting for our rights in Washington, 
DC and representing our goals and aspira-
tions to President Truman. You used your 
political clout and influence to establish ties 
and build a solid friendship between America 
and the State of Israel. Your important work 
to expose Nazi war criminals and to protect 
the rights of Soviet Jewry depicts the true 
character of a man who has always put the 
wellbeing of others at the forefront of his 
agenda. The foundation you built has lasted 
for decades, and we are so grateful for all 
you have done. 

On behalf of the State of Israel, I thank 
you for all of your efforts. I have no doubt 
that even after all these years of service we 
will be privileged to see many more incred-
ible things from you. 

Sincerely, 
ASAF SHARIV, 

Consul General. 

HONORING KATHLEEN GARABED 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Kathleen Garabed upon 
her retirement as the founder and Executive 
Director of Stone Soup in Fresno, California 
after almost twenty years of dedicated service. 
Ms. Garabed will be honored on Saturday, 
June 19, 2010. 

In 1992, Ms. Garabed was working as a re-
settlement officer for Church World Service; 
the office was located in a foursquare block of 
Fresno that was notorious for high crime. One 
day, an eight year old Cambodian boy visited 
Wesley United Methodist Church where her 
office was located and placed a pistol on her 
desk. He told her he was supposed to shoot 
someone to join a gang; he had come to her 
in search of help and hope. Ms. Garabed im-
mediately jumped into action with faith and a 
vision for the community. Without a building, 
program or money, she started a summer pro-
gram for children on the church lawn. 

Ms. Garabed worked tirelessly and contin-
ued to knock on doors that remained closed 
for many years. She was determined to gain 
support and cultivate good will for this young 
boy and many others like him. She found a 
few volunteers that were willing to share their 
time, skills and talent to replace their violent 
activities with role models and productive pro-
grams. Over the years, the original summer 
program grew into Stone Soup Fresno, a 
multi-million dollar community center, offering 
health services, education, cultural preserva-
tion and leadership development. 

Stone Soup Fresno, under Ms. Garabed’s 
leadership, has impacted a number of lives. 
The literacy rate of almost one thousand chil-
dren served by the organization has shown 
dramatic improvement, based on pre-post test 
scores from standardized tests. More than one 
hundred and twenty young leaders from the 
neighborhood have graduated from the Stone 
Soup’s leadership program, increasing leader-
ship in the community. There are two hundred 
new Hmong refugee families in the process of 
becoming new Americans who have partici-
pated in civic activities through Stone Soup. 
Ms. Garabed also helps to empower young 
Hmong women to become advocates in their 
community. 

Since the conception of Stone Soup Fresno, 
Ms. Garabed has been recognized for the ex-
emplary work she does. The organization has 
received the ‘‘Presidential Points of Light 
Award’’, ‘‘Distinguished Public Service Award’’ 
from Delta Gamma Chi State chapter, the 
Fresno Police Department’s ‘‘Outstanding Cit-
izen Award’’, ‘‘Temple Beth Israel Social Ac-
tion Award’’, ‘‘Spirit Award’’ from the Volunteer 
Bureau, and ‘‘Leadership Award’’ from the 
Central California Forum on Refugee Affairs. 
HUD has recognized Stone Soup’s steward-
ship as a ‘‘Best Practice’’ in developing the 
community center. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Kathleen Garabed upon her 
dedicated service to, and retirement from, 
Stone Soup Fresno. I invite my colleagues to 

join me in wishing Ms. Garbed many years of 
continued success. 

f 

COMMENDING MAYOR RICHARD 
ROY MICHEL 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I rise today to commend 
Mayor Richard Roy Michel, who has devoted 
over 28 years to serving Marksville, LA. 

Michel was Marksville High School’s val-
edictorian in 1950. He received his B.S. de-
gree in 1953 from Louisiana State University 
(LSU) of Baton Rouge, and continued his edu-
cation at LSU Medical School in New Orleans 
graduating in 1957. 

After marrying the former Margaret Bennett 
in 1956, Michel served his country in the U.S. 
Air Force from 1958 to 1960. He was a cap-
tain and head of the OB GYN medical division 
at Robins Air Force Base in Georgia. He also 
worked as the Assistant Hospital Adminis-
trator. 

In 1960, Michel returned to his hometown to 
practice medicine at Marksville Hospital where 
he continues to work today. 

For nearly three decades, Michel has been 
a businessman, politician, cattleman, and the 
Marksville Mayor. He is credited with turning 
Marksville from a town to a city by his notable 
undertakings. He was instrumental in encour-
aging the expansion of the Super Wal-Mart 
and assisting the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe in estab-
lishing the Paragon Casino. In addition, the 
Marksville City Hall, Police Station, Fire Sta-
tion, City Courtroom and Marksville Water 
System buildings were constructed under his 
leadership as mayor. 

Among his impressive list of endeavors, 
Michel served as a charter member of the 
American Academy of Family Practice, board 
member of the Council on Aging, Cottonport 
Bank, Airport Authority and Marksville Cham-
ber of Commerce. In addition, he was the first 
president of the Avoyelles Mayor’s Association 
and the first chief of staff at Avoyelles Hos-
pital. 

Beyond his professional career, Michel and 
his wife have two daughters, Margaret Suzone 
Alfred and Donna Renee Lemoine, two grand-
daughters, one grandson and one great- 
granddaughter. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Mayor Richard Roy Michel. His 
unwavering commitment and compassionate 
service to the Marksville community deserve 
our gratitude. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VILLAGE OF ODIN 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize the village of Odin, Illinois, as 
they celebrate their 150th anniversary. 
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