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with homegrown fuels derived from coal. De-
spite a recent slide, crude prices closed above 
$115 a barrel on Friday. 

Still, industry officials said the economic 
downturn has reduced investors’ willingness 
to sink cash into large projects such as the 
Many Stars plant. Meanwhile, costs have 
soared due to rising global demand for con-
struction materials and skilled labor. 

‘‘You have the optimum oil scenario play-
ing out with prices skyrocketing, but you 
have the bottom dropping out of Wall 
Street,’’ said Corey Henry with the Coal-to- 
Liquids Coalition, a group funded by the 
mining industry. ‘‘It’s been tough sledding to 
try to get the money to build these plants.’’ 

About a dozen coal-to-liquids plants are on 
the drawing boards in the United States. 
Only two such plants exist worldwide; both 
are in South Africa. 

The biggest hurdle in the United States 
will be getting the first few plants built, 
Henry said. Once those are operational, he 
predicted investors would be more willing to 
fund similar plants. 

Blood said he was not concerned, noting he 
initiated one coal-to-liquids project in Aus-
tralia that was later sold for $5 billion. In 
June, he announced a second project in Aus-
tralia, a $2 billion plant to convert coal into 
liquid fertilizer. 

‘‘You hear about the problems in the cap-
ital markets, but what people don’t hear is 
there are dozens and dozens of projects, hun-
dreds of projects, being funded,’’ Blood said. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KAUFMAN). The Senator from Montana. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I note 
with great interest the comments of 
my good friend from Kentucky, Sen-
ator BUNNING, about the need for coal- 
to-liquids technology. I agree. I agree 
wholeheartedly. In fact, as the Senator 
from Kentucky undoubtedly knows, I 
have urged this technology. He also 
knows regrettably the other body is op-
posed to this technology. We have had 
some difficulty in finding a way to re-
solve coal to liquids in both the House 
and the Senate. 

I might say to my friend from Ken-
tucky, I am not sure that adding this 
provision is going to speed the passage 
of the so-called extenders bill. In fact, 
I might tease my good friend from Ken-
tucky by saying I think my friend from 
Kentucky is opposed to passage of the 
extenders bill. 

Maybe, if I could ask the Senator, if 
he would support passage of the ex-
tenders bill? 

Mr. BUNNING. Most of them. 
Mr. BAUCUS. Again, Mr. President, I 

am teasing. I ask my friend, somewhat 
in jest, if he were to fully support pas-
sage of the extenders bill if this provi-
sion he mentioned were in the bill? The 
fact is, we are having a hard time pass-
ing the extenders bill. Anything we add 
to the extenders bill is one more addi-
tional weight. I do not think that 
would further the passage of the bill at 
this time. Rather, I think the appro-
priate place for coal-to-liquids tech-
nology will be in the Energy bill and 
there will be an Energy bill, of that I 
am positive. There is a question of 
what will be contained in that energy 
bill, but there will be one, I am sure, 

brought up on the floor of this body to 
help make this country more secure in 
its national energy position so we are 
less reliant on foreign countries to 
produce energy. 

f 

MONTANA DISASTERS 
Mr. BAUCUS. I also rise to call at-

tention to a pair of disasters that re-
cently struck Montana and pledge my 
support for the recovery effort. Last 
week the Big Sandy Creek spilled over 
its banks and flooded into the Lower 
Box Elder Road and the surrounding 
area. The flooding displaced 30 families 
at the Rocky Point Boy’s Indian Res-
ervation in north central Montana. 

As is the tradition in our States, 
folks with the Chippewa Creek Tribe 
are pulling together to help one an-
other. The Vo-Tech Center in Box 
Elder has been converted to a make-
shift home for those left homeless by 
the flooding. The American Red Cross 
of Montana is providing beds and other 
services at that center. The area is still 
under a stage two flood advisory. I just 
talked to the chairman of the Rocky 
Boy’s about half an hour ago, who told 
me there have been about 7 inches of 
rain there and he had an extremely dif-
ficult time with the water problems 
and sewage problems. Homes have been 
displaced. He has never seen anything 
like it. 

Initial estimates exceed $1 million at 
this point. I will work with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs and Indian Health 
Service to see that Rocky Boy’s re-
ceives the assistance they need. I 
might add I will work with any agency 
that is relevant to make sure the peo-
ple at Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation 
receive the assistance they need. 

Just as folks at Rocky Boy’s began 
assessing damage yesterday afternoon, 
another disaster beset Montana. A tor-
nado with wind speeds between 111 and 
135 miles an hour crashed into our 
State’s largest city—Billings. Folks in 
Yellowstone County have not seen such 
a destructive twister since 1958. 

The tornado hurled hail the size of 
golf balls, ripped the roof off our sports 
arena, the Metrapark—that is the larg-
est facility, I might add, in Billings, 
MT. After striking it, it tore through a 
number of nearby small businesses. 
The tornado left a path of destruction 
in its wake—power outages, flooding in 
some places up to 2 feet of water. The 
winds damaged at least 10 businesses in 
Billings: the Main Street Casino, a 
laundromat, a dance studio, Reiter’s 
Marina. The tornado also ripped the 
roof from Fast-Break Auto Glass. The 
roof was later found in a nearby creek. 
Witnesses saw big pieces of metal hang-
ing from power lines near the arena. 
Insulation and metal debris was 
thrown far across town. One look at 
these photos gives one a sense of the 
size of the destruction. 

I might add, if you look at the photo 
to my right, that is what is left of the 

Metra arena, Billings’ largest facility. 
You can see the Metra almost entirely 
destroyed, roof completely gone, walls 
collapsing. I talked to two county com-
missioners and the mayor today and 
they explained the deep problems they 
have with reconstructing this facility, 
to say nothing about all the bookings 
that have been made about 2 years in 
advance that have to be dealt with be-
cause of this destruction. 

The Metra sports arena is part of the 
fabric of life in Billings. Montanans 
gathered at the Metra to cheer on the 
Billings Outlaws, for example, an in-
door football team. Fans say their 
home field advantage is recognized 
around the league. The arena also 
houses the Chase Hawks Memorial 
Rough Stock Rodeo. Lots of events 
take place in this arena. I was there a 
couple of months ago for a high school 
graduation. Event after event occurs, 
it seems, around the clock at this 
arena. It is totally destroyed by the 
tornado. 

The Metra was also visited by Amer-
ican Presidents—President Kennedy, 
President Reagan, President Clinton, 
and President Bush. It is part of our 
State’s history. In Montana we work 
together to solve problems and we will 
work together through this disaster as 
well. Yesterday, utility crews worked 
to shut off a gas leak at a commercial 
strip mall near Main Street. Crews 
were also working to repair downed 
power lines. 

Yellowstone County requested a 
state of emergency, requested that dec-
laration from our Governor last night. 
They were given an oral declaration 
and clearly will receive a written dec-
laration today. 

The Montana National Guard has de-
ployed to the area to help keep secu-
rity around the crumbling arena. I am 
committed to working with local offi-
cials, the Governor, as well as Senator 
TESTER and Congressman REHBERG to 
coordinate any and all possible Federal 
assistance, coordinating with all Fed-
eral agencies to make sure all re-
sources are available when requested. I 
have sent my staff to work with local 
and State officials on the ground to as-
sess the extent of the damage and I will 
be there every step of the way during 
the recovery and rebuilding process. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
the people of Billings, particularly 
those injured during the storm and 
those whose property and homes were 
damaged by the winds. 

Today, business owners are returning 
to the rubble that once was their place 
of business, their livelihood. Many 
homeowners are drying out as flood-
waters recede. They will work hard in 
the coming days and months to make 
sure every Federal resource is made 
available to help folks in Billings as 
well as the Rocky Boy’s Reservation as 
they recover from these twin disasters. 
Our officials have done this before and 
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nobody can handle this better than the 
great team we have in Montana. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Mississippi. 
Mr. WICKER. I ask unanimous con-

sent Senator CARDIN and I be allowed 
to engage in a colloquy for 20 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL DUE PROCESS 
RIGHTS 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I am ap-
preciative that I am able to join today 
with my friend and colleague, Senator 
CARDIN. I appreciate his joining me 
today to discuss an issue of great con-
cern to both of us and to human rights 
advocates around the world. That is 
the ongoing trial in Russia of Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky and his business partner 
Platon Lebedev. In June of last year, 
Senator CARDIN joined me in intro-
ducing a resolution urging the Senate 
to recognize that Khodorkovsky and 
Lebedev have been denied basic due 
process rights under international law 
for political reasons. It is particularly 
appropriate, I think, that Senator 
CARDIN and I be talking about this this 
afternoon because in a matter of days, 
Russian President Medvedev will be 
coming to the United States and meet-
ing with President Obama. I think this 
would be a very appropriate topic for 
the President of the United States to 
bring up to the President of the Rus-
sian Federation. 

I can think of no greater statement 
that the Russian President could make 
on behalf of the rule of law and a move-
ment back toward human rights in 
Russia than to end the show trial of 
these two individuals and dismiss the 
false charges against them. 

Since his conviction, Khodorkovsky 
has spent his time either in a Siberian 
prison camp or a Moscow jail cell. Cur-
rently, he spends his days sitting in a 
glass cage enduring a daily farce of a 
trial that could send him back to Sibe-
ria for more than 20 years. Amazingly, 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky remains unbro-
ken. 

I think it appropriate that President 
Obama and Secretary of State Clinton 
have committed to resetting relations 
with the country. I support them in 
this worthwhile goal. Clearly, our for-
eign relations can always stand to be 
improved. I support strengthening our 
relations, particularly with Russia. 
However, this strengthening must not 
be at the expense of progress on the 
issue of the rule of law and an inde-
pendent judiciary. The United States 
cannot publicly extol the virtues of 
rule of law and an independent judici-
ary and at the same time turn a blind 
eye to what has happened to 
Khodorkovsky and Lebedev. 

I urge President Obama and Sec-
retary Clinton to put the release of 

these two men high on the agenda as 
we continue to engage with Russia, and 
high on the agenda for President 
Medvedev’s upcoming meeting here in 
Washington, DC. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I thank 
Senator WICKER for taking this time 
for this colloquy. He has been a real 
champion on human rights issues and 
on bringing out the importance for 
Russia to move forward on a path of 
democracy and respect for human 
rights. He has done that as a Senator 
from Mississippi. He has done that as a 
very active member of the Helsinki 
Commission. I have the honor of 
chairing the Helsinki Commission, 
which I think is best known because of 
its fight on behalf of human rights for 
the people, particularly in those coun-
tries that were behind the Iron Cur-
tain—particularly before the fall of the 
Soviet Union, where we were regularly 
being the voices for those who could 
not have their voices heard otherwise 
because of the oppressive policies of 
the former Soviet Union. 

So in the 1990s, there was great eu-
phoria that at the end of the Cold War, 
the reforms that were talked about in 
Russia—indeed, the privatization of 
many of its industries—would at last 
bring the types of rights to the people 
of Russia that they so needed. But, un-
fortunately, there was a mixed mes-
sage, and in the 1990s, I think contrary 
to Western popular opinion at the 
time, Russia did not move forward as 
aggressively as we wanted with free-
dom and democracy. 

It is interesting that Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky, who was part of the 
Communist elite, led the country into 
privatization in the right way. He took 
a company, Yukos Oil Company, and 
truly made it transparent and truly de-
veloped a model of corporate govern-
ance that was unheard of at the time in 
the former Soviet Union and unheard 
of in the Russian Federation, and he 
used that as a poster child to try to 
help the people of Russia. He started 
making contributions to the general 
welfare of the country, which is what 
we would like to see from the business 
and corporate community. He did that 
to help his own people. But he ran into 
trouble in the midst of the shadowy 
and violent Russian market, and his 
problems were encouraged many times 
by the same people who we thought 
were leading the reform within the 
Russian Federation. 

By 1998, with the collapse of the 
ruble, the people of Russia were disillu-
sioned; they found their prosperity was 
only temporary. The cost of imports 
was going up. The spirit of nation-
alism, this nationalistic obsession, be-
came much more prominent within the 
Russian Federation, and the move to-
ward privatization lost a lot of its lus-
ter. 

The rise of Mr. Putin to power also 
established what was known as vertical 

power, and independent companies 
were inconsistent with that model he 
was developing to try to keep control 
of his own country. Therefore, what he 
did under this new rubric was to en-
courage nationalization spirit, to the 
detriment of independent companies 
and to the detriment of the develop-
ment of opposition opportunity, de-
mocracy, and personal freedom. We 
started to see the decline of the open 
and free and independent media. 

All of this came about, and a highly 
successful and independent company 
such as Yukos under the leadership of 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky was incon-
sistent with what Mr. Putin was trying 
to do in Russia. As a result, there was 
a demise of the company, and the trials 
ensued. My friend Senator WICKER 
talked about what happened in the 
trial. It was a miscarriage of justice. It 
was wrong. We have expressed our 
views on it. And it is still continuing 
to this day. I thank Senator WICKER for 
continuing to bring this to the Mem-
bers’ attention and I hope to the people 
of Russia so they will understand there 
is still time to correct this miscarriage 
of justice. 

Mr. WICKER. I thank my colleague. 
I will go on to point out that things 

started coming to a head when Mr. 
Khodorkovsky started speaking out 
against the Russian Government, led 
by President Putin, and his company 
that he headed, Yukos, came into the 
sights of the Russian Federation. 

Mr. Khodorkovsky visited the United 
States less than a week before his ar-
rest. He was in Washington speaking to 
Congressman Tom Lantos, the late 
Tom Lantos, a venerated human rights 
advocate from the House of Represent-
atives, who had seen violations of 
human rights in his own rights. Mr. 
Khodorkovsky told Congressman Lan-
tos that he had committed no crimes 
but he would not be driven into exile. 
He said: ‘‘I would prefer to be a polit-
ical prisoner rather than a political 
immigrant.’’ And, of course, a political 
prisoner is what he is now. 

Shortly after his arrest, government 
officials accused Yukos Oil of failing to 
pay more than $300 billion in taxes. At 
the time, Yukos was Russia’s largest 
taxpayer. Yet they were singled out for 
tax evasion. And 
PricewaterhouseCoopers had recently 
audited the books of Yukos, and the 
government tax office had approved the 
2002 to 2003 tax returns just months be-
fore this trumped-up case was filed. 

The Russian Government took over 
Yukos, auctioned it off, and essentially 
renationalized the company, costing 
American stockholders $7 billion and 
stockholders all around the country 
who had believed Russia was liberal-
izing and becoming part of the market 
society. A Swiss court has ruled the 
auction illegal. A Dutch court has 
ruled the auction illegal. But even 
more so, they tried these two gentle-
men and placed them in prison. Mr. 
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