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WellPoint, $876.8 million; that is a 51- 

percent increase over the same quarter 
in 2009. Humana, $258.8 million; that is 
a 26-percent increase in the first quar-
ter 2010 over first quarter 2009. Aetna, a 
$562.6 million profit; that is a 29-per-
cent increase for the first quarter 2010 
over first quarter 2009. UnitedHealth, 
$1.19 billion; that is a 21-percent in-
crease first quarter 2010 over first quar-
ter of 2009. Cigna, $283 million; that is 
a 36-percent increase first quarter over 
first quarter of last year. 

See, this is amazing. They receive 
these huge profit margins, then they 
turn around and raise premiums on 
consumers, many of whom are strug-
gling to keep their insurance because 
they have lost their jobs, and many of 
whom have had a double-digit increase 
last year and even the year before. 

In 2009, despite the worst economic 
downturn since the Great Depression, 
these insurers set a full-year profit 
record. This caps a decade of enormous 
profit growth in the industry. Between 
2000 and 2007, profits at 10 of the largest 
publicly traded health insurance com-
panies soared 428 percent—from $2.4 
billion in 2000 to $12.9 billion in 2007. 

The rapidly increasing insurance pre-
miums are a piece of a larger problem. 
Multiple factors, including the large 
profit sustained by many hospitals, 
now are contributing to the cost of 
health care in the United States. So 
what we are seeing is an increase in 
costs charged by major hospitals. 

But it is important to note that 
while the cost of medical care is in-
creasing, premiums are rising much 
faster than the cost of medical infla-
tion. I must say, there are predictions 
that we will build into our budget def-
icit a structural deficit, and that struc-
tural deficit will come from these very 
rising health care costs. Mr. President, 
we must do something about it. 

From 2000 to 2008, premiums for em-
ployer-sponsored health plans in-
creased 97 percent for families and 90 
percent for individuals. At the same 
time, the payments that private insur-
ers made to health care providers in-
creased 72 percent, medical inflation 
increased 39 percent, wages increased 
29 percent, and overall inflation in-
creased 21 percent. So figure inflation 
increased 21 percent, wages 29, medical 
inflation 39, and payments to health 
care providers increased 72 percent, yet 
insurance premiums increased 97 per-
cent. Much more than the increase in 
medical costs. That is the problem. If 
we let it happen, we have no one to 
blame but ourselves. 

Meanwhile, consumers struggle to af-
ford these continued rate hikes. Be-
tween December 31, 2008, and March 31, 
2010, the combined commercial enroll-
ment of these five companies fell by 2.8 
million Americans. So insurers make 
increasing profits by increasing rates 
and, at the same time, they push 2.8 
million Americans off of medical insur-

ance because of those increasing rates. 
This is very real. It is happening out 
there every day, every week, every 
month. We must do something about 
it. 

Let me give you one personal story. 
Laurel Kaufer is a 48-year-old single 
mother of two sons. She lives in Wood-
land Hills in my State. She is a self- 
employed mediator and lawyer. She 
has had Blue Cross for 25 years. Her 
son, Brandon, is 21 and he attends the 
University of Arizona. Her son, Zack, is 
19 and goes to USC. 

Anthem Blue Cross has raised her 
health insurance rates 550 percent over 
the last 10 years. Between February of 
2001 and March of 2010, Ms. Kaufer has 
spent $52,128 on health insurance pre-
miums alone. That doesn’t include 
deductibles. 

She has no choice but to pay the in-
creases. With her two sons in college, 
she doesn’t have any disposable in-
come. She seeks medical treatment 
only when she has to. She and her son 
do their annual checkups, but as Ms. 
Kaufer says: 

Sometimes I don’t get a test that a doctor 
says I should have, because it costs me 
money, and I wait it out to see if I can do 
without it. 

This is a family with insurance, pass-
ing up tests because they already spend 
over $52,000 on premiums. 

There are numerous stories like 
these. Individuals and families have to 
choose whether to buy groceries, pay 
their mortgage, or purchase health in-
surance. 

As I pointed out, in the last few 
years, 2.8 million Americans who were 
previously insured by for-profit insur-
ance companies have severed their 
policies or lost their insurance because 
they can’t pay the bill. 

I strongly believe we need to take ac-
tion on this and soon because it is 
going to continue and it is going to spi-
ral. These companies are going to take 
every advantage of a loophole in the 
law to raise premiums, to be able to in-
crease their profit margin and push 
more people off of insurance. 

This bill is very necessary. Premiums 
are increasing every day. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
this legislation, the Health Insurance 
Rate Authority of 2010, which will close 
this loophole. 
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, morning business is 
closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF MARK A. GOLD-
SMITH TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EAST-
ERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

NOMINATION OF MARC T. 
TREADWELL TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEOR-
GIA 

NOMINATION OF JOSEPHINE 
STATON TUCKER TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nominations, which the 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nominations of Mark A. Goldsmith, 
of Michigan, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of 
Michigan; Marc T. Treadwell, of Geor-
gia, to be United States District Judge 
for the Middle District of Georgia; Jo-
sephine Staton Tucker, of California, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Central District of California. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 6 
p.m. will be for debate on the nomina-
tions, with the time equally divided 
and controlled by the Senator from 
Vermont, Mr. LEAHY, and the Senator 
from Alabama, Mr. SESSIONS. 

The Senator from Georgia. 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I rise 

briefly, and with great pride, to com-
mend to my colleagues the confirma-
tion of Marc Treadwell from the State 
of Georgia to be a U.S. district court 
judge of the Middle District of Georgia. 

Marc is all Georgian. He was born in 
Blackshear, and he traveled around as 
the son of an Army officer. But he 
came back and attended Valdosta 
State where he earned his bachelor’s 
degree, and then he graduated from 
Mercer University’s Walter F. George 
Law School in Macon. 

After graduating, he came to Atlanta 
and, ironically, practiced law at the 
firm of Kilpatrick & Cody, which rep-
resented my company for years in At-
lanta. It is one of the most distin-
guished law firms in the State of Geor-
gia. 

Marc has been inducted into the 
American College of Trial Lawyers, 
and Martindale-Hubbell gave him an 
‘‘AV,’’ its highest designation. 

Marc now teaches at his alma mater, 
Mercer, and he has written more than 
50 publications for Law Reviews and 
other publications. He is recognized as 
a leading authority and expert in Geor-
gia evidence law. 
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