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A TRIBUTE TO BEL BRANDS USA 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Bel Brands USA and its Leitchfield 
plant located in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. This month, Bel Brands USA, which 
specializes in the creation and production of 
quality cheeses, is celebrating its 40th Anni-
versary. 

In 1970 the company established a plant in 
Leitchfield, KY., and has been manufacturing 
quality cheese products ever since. Bel 
Brands USA’s Leitchfield facility is a prominent 
employer in Grayson County and is expected 
to produce 33,800,000 pounds of cheese this 
year. 

The plant has grown exponentially since its 
establishment 40 years ago. Currently, the 
plant employs 370 individuals between two 
production departments and covers an area of 
almost 190,000 square feet. 

Bel Brands USA and its Leitchfield facility 
have remained committed to hard work and 
creativity. With 25 production sites worldwide, 
Bel Brands USA promotes their core values in 
the workplace and throughout the community. 
Ethics, innovation, competence, cohesion and 
enthusiasm have contributed to the company’s 
many accomplishments. 

The entire Grayson County community is 
grateful for Bel Brands USA’s continued pres-
ence, support and generosity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the employees of Bel Brands USA. I am proud 
to represent them here in Washington and 
look forward to their continued success. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
MR. AND MRS. SGRO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Albert and 
Vera Sgro as they celebrate their platinum 
wedding anniversary on June 29, 2010. 

Seventy years of marriage is a truly remark-
able accomplishment; in this time they have 
raised two sons, been grandparents to four 
children and now have four great-grand-
children. Except for eight years on a farm in 
Medina, Mr. and Mrs. Sgro have always lived 
in Cleveland. Mr. Sgro’s parents emigrated 
from Italy and Mrs. Sgro’s ancestors hail from 
Bohemia. They attended Cleveland schools, 
met at a dance, and have been inseparable 
ever since. They continue to be the hearts and 
souls of their family and remain active in the 
lives of their children, David and his wife Lou-
ise, Jerry and his wife Heather; their grand-
children, David, Shelly, Max and Anthony; and 
their great-grandchildren, Brittney, Jeremy, 
Alex and Nicholas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sgro live life with great energy, 
enthusiasm and joy. They are kind, generous, 
outgoing and have a great sense of humor. 

Like any couple of seventy years they also 
share many interests: gardening, traveling and 
reading to name a few. Every year, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sgro grow enough fresh vegetables and 
flowers for themselves, their children, friends 
and neighbors. Mrs. Sgro is an excellent cook 
and baker; she is well known locally for her 
pies—especially her rhubarb pie, which she 
makes with rhubarb straight from their garden. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honoring, recognizing and cele-
brating Albert and Vera Sgro as they reach 
their platinum wedding anniversary. Their on-
going love for each other, and for their family 
and friends, acts as a beacon of hope. I wish 
Mr. and Mrs. Sgro continuing health, happi-
ness and peace. 
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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION 
AND LEADERSHIP OF DR. SALLY 
RIDE 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the amazing accomplishments 
and life-long dedication of Dr. Sally Ride on 
the anniversary of the 1983 Challenger jour-
ney that established her as the first American 
woman to travel into space. Since that jour-
ney, Dr. Ride, a distinguished educator and 
scientist, has dedicated her life to improving 
science education. 

Dr. Ride received her bachelor’s degree, 
Master’s and PhD in Physics from Stanford 
University. In the Stanford University paper, 
she saw an advertisement that NASA was 
seeking astronauts. Out of thousands of appli-
cants, she was one of 35 candidates chosen 
for the space program. On June 18, 1983, Dr. 
Ride joined the crew aboard the space shuttle 
Challenger and, twenty-seven years ago on 
this date, became the first American woman to 
travel into space. After two journeys to space, 
she was preparing for her third mission when 
the Challenger exploded in 1986. Dr. Ride 
continued to work with NASA by serving as a 
member of the Presidential Committee inves-
tigating the Challenger accident, and went on 
to serve as Special Assistant to the Adminis-
trator for long-range planning at NASA head-
quarters. 

Dr. Ride continued her life-long commitment 
to promoting the fields of science, math, and 
technology, especially among young women 
by founding the Sally Ride Science Company 
in 2001. Dr. Ride wanted to share her passion 
and encourage young women to pursue ca-
reers in these fields. The company creates 
school programs and educational materials 
aimed at engaging young people’s interest in 
these fields and changing society’s percep-
tions of women in the math, science, and 
technology workforce. 

Madam Speaker, Central Florida is so proud 
of the space program and we recognize that 
its success would not be possible without the 
dedication of Dr. Ride. As a member of the 
Science and Technology committee, I have 
great respect and admiration for her contribu-
tions, not only to the space program, but also 

her work to motivate young people’s interest in 
science. While Dr. Ride will always be known 
as the first American woman to travel into 
space, her commitment to advancing the edu-
cation of future generations of young women 
ensure there will be many to follow. 
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NASA’S CONSTELLATION 
PROGRAM 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I re-
main very concerned about the direction of our 
Nation’s space agency under the Obama plan. 
This Administration has made the surprisingly 
drastic decision to cancel NASA’s follow-on to, 
the space shuttle, the Constellation program. 
Constellation would provide the means to 
service and use the International Space Sta-
tion, and once again explore beyond low earth 
orbit. 

Canceling the Constellation program threat-
ens our country with the potential loss of tens 
of thousands of highly-skilled and well-paid 
jobs. As important as jobs are right now, by 
canceling Constellation we stand to lose more 
than just jobs. We are losing American know- 
how and expertise. The NASA contractor team 
is a national asset, one that would be difficult 
and costly to duplicate. 

Next year with the retirement of the Space 
Shuttle, the U.S. will have no way to launch 
anyone into space. American astronauts and 
our international partners will have to hitch 
rides on Russian spacecraft, launched from a 
Russian base, to get into low earth orbit and 
visit the International Space Station. I do not 
think this is the best plan to maintain Amer-
ican preeminence in space. 

I have fought hard here in Congress to de-
fend NASA’s budget so that they can perform 
meaningful work. Yet there seems to be a dis-
turbing trend at NASA where priorities are 
shifted away from what I think should be their 
top goal—manned space exploration. Rather 
than focus on the vital elements necessary to 
maintain American leadership in space, the 
Obama administration and NASA are dis-
tracted with programs that seem to spend 
money on anything but human space flight. 

Last week, the administration came forward 
with a request to transfer $100 million out of 
NASA’s already limited human space flight 
budget and give it to the Department of Com-
merce and the Department of Labor to fund an 
Interagency task force to spur ‘‘regional eco-
nomic growth and job creation’’ aimed at help-
ing Florida and other states bracing for job 
losses associated with the end of the space 
shuttle program. Our nation’s best and bright-
est engineers and technicians want to be en-
gaged in building rockets and spacecraft. 
America’s space program already generates 
substantial amounts of regional economic 
growth. It does not make sense to kill a pro-
gram that delivered huge returns on invest-
ment to create a government program to re-
train and retool workers for some possible, un-
defined jobs in the future. 

The announcement the cancellation of the 
Constellation program in favor of a $100 mil-
lion interagency task force, along with several 
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