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A TRIBUTE TO BEL BRANDS USA 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Bel Brands USA and its Leitchfield 
plant located in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. This month, Bel Brands USA, which 
specializes in the creation and production of 
quality cheeses, is celebrating its 40th Anni-
versary. 

In 1970 the company established a plant in 
Leitchfield, KY., and has been manufacturing 
quality cheese products ever since. Bel 
Brands USA’s Leitchfield facility is a prominent 
employer in Grayson County and is expected 
to produce 33,800,000 pounds of cheese this 
year. 

The plant has grown exponentially since its 
establishment 40 years ago. Currently, the 
plant employs 370 individuals between two 
production departments and covers an area of 
almost 190,000 square feet. 

Bel Brands USA and its Leitchfield facility 
have remained committed to hard work and 
creativity. With 25 production sites worldwide, 
Bel Brands USA promotes their core values in 
the workplace and throughout the community. 
Ethics, innovation, competence, cohesion and 
enthusiasm have contributed to the company’s 
many accomplishments. 

The entire Grayson County community is 
grateful for Bel Brands USA’s continued pres-
ence, support and generosity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the employees of Bel Brands USA. I am proud 
to represent them here in Washington and 
look forward to their continued success. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
MR. AND MRS. SGRO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Albert and 
Vera Sgro as they celebrate their platinum 
wedding anniversary on June 29, 2010. 

Seventy years of marriage is a truly remark-
able accomplishment; in this time they have 
raised two sons, been grandparents to four 
children and now have four great-grand-
children. Except for eight years on a farm in 
Medina, Mr. and Mrs. Sgro have always lived 
in Cleveland. Mr. Sgro’s parents emigrated 
from Italy and Mrs. Sgro’s ancestors hail from 
Bohemia. They attended Cleveland schools, 
met at a dance, and have been inseparable 
ever since. They continue to be the hearts and 
souls of their family and remain active in the 
lives of their children, David and his wife Lou-
ise, Jerry and his wife Heather; their grand-
children, David, Shelly, Max and Anthony; and 
their great-grandchildren, Brittney, Jeremy, 
Alex and Nicholas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sgro live life with great energy, 
enthusiasm and joy. They are kind, generous, 
outgoing and have a great sense of humor. 

Like any couple of seventy years they also 
share many interests: gardening, traveling and 
reading to name a few. Every year, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sgro grow enough fresh vegetables and 
flowers for themselves, their children, friends 
and neighbors. Mrs. Sgro is an excellent cook 
and baker; she is well known locally for her 
pies—especially her rhubarb pie, which she 
makes with rhubarb straight from their garden. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honoring, recognizing and cele-
brating Albert and Vera Sgro as they reach 
their platinum wedding anniversary. Their on-
going love for each other, and for their family 
and friends, acts as a beacon of hope. I wish 
Mr. and Mrs. Sgro continuing health, happi-
ness and peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION 
AND LEADERSHIP OF DR. SALLY 
RIDE 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the amazing accomplishments 
and life-long dedication of Dr. Sally Ride on 
the anniversary of the 1983 Challenger jour-
ney that established her as the first American 
woman to travel into space. Since that jour-
ney, Dr. Ride, a distinguished educator and 
scientist, has dedicated her life to improving 
science education. 

Dr. Ride received her bachelor’s degree, 
Master’s and PhD in Physics from Stanford 
University. In the Stanford University paper, 
she saw an advertisement that NASA was 
seeking astronauts. Out of thousands of appli-
cants, she was one of 35 candidates chosen 
for the space program. On June 18, 1983, Dr. 
Ride joined the crew aboard the space shuttle 
Challenger and, twenty-seven years ago on 
this date, became the first American woman to 
travel into space. After two journeys to space, 
she was preparing for her third mission when 
the Challenger exploded in 1986. Dr. Ride 
continued to work with NASA by serving as a 
member of the Presidential Committee inves-
tigating the Challenger accident, and went on 
to serve as Special Assistant to the Adminis-
trator for long-range planning at NASA head-
quarters. 

Dr. Ride continued her life-long commitment 
to promoting the fields of science, math, and 
technology, especially among young women 
by founding the Sally Ride Science Company 
in 2001. Dr. Ride wanted to share her passion 
and encourage young women to pursue ca-
reers in these fields. The company creates 
school programs and educational materials 
aimed at engaging young people’s interest in 
these fields and changing society’s percep-
tions of women in the math, science, and 
technology workforce. 

Madam Speaker, Central Florida is so proud 
of the space program and we recognize that 
its success would not be possible without the 
dedication of Dr. Ride. As a member of the 
Science and Technology committee, I have 
great respect and admiration for her contribu-
tions, not only to the space program, but also 

her work to motivate young people’s interest in 
science. While Dr. Ride will always be known 
as the first American woman to travel into 
space, her commitment to advancing the edu-
cation of future generations of young women 
ensure there will be many to follow. 

f 

NASA’S CONSTELLATION 
PROGRAM 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I re-
main very concerned about the direction of our 
Nation’s space agency under the Obama plan. 
This Administration has made the surprisingly 
drastic decision to cancel NASA’s follow-on to, 
the space shuttle, the Constellation program. 
Constellation would provide the means to 
service and use the International Space Sta-
tion, and once again explore beyond low earth 
orbit. 

Canceling the Constellation program threat-
ens our country with the potential loss of tens 
of thousands of highly-skilled and well-paid 
jobs. As important as jobs are right now, by 
canceling Constellation we stand to lose more 
than just jobs. We are losing American know- 
how and expertise. The NASA contractor team 
is a national asset, one that would be difficult 
and costly to duplicate. 

Next year with the retirement of the Space 
Shuttle, the U.S. will have no way to launch 
anyone into space. American astronauts and 
our international partners will have to hitch 
rides on Russian spacecraft, launched from a 
Russian base, to get into low earth orbit and 
visit the International Space Station. I do not 
think this is the best plan to maintain Amer-
ican preeminence in space. 

I have fought hard here in Congress to de-
fend NASA’s budget so that they can perform 
meaningful work. Yet there seems to be a dis-
turbing trend at NASA where priorities are 
shifted away from what I think should be their 
top goal—manned space exploration. Rather 
than focus on the vital elements necessary to 
maintain American leadership in space, the 
Obama administration and NASA are dis-
tracted with programs that seem to spend 
money on anything but human space flight. 

Last week, the administration came forward 
with a request to transfer $100 million out of 
NASA’s already limited human space flight 
budget and give it to the Department of Com-
merce and the Department of Labor to fund an 
Interagency task force to spur ‘‘regional eco-
nomic growth and job creation’’ aimed at help-
ing Florida and other states bracing for job 
losses associated with the end of the space 
shuttle program. Our nation’s best and bright-
est engineers and technicians want to be en-
gaged in building rockets and spacecraft. 
America’s space program already generates 
substantial amounts of regional economic 
growth. It does not make sense to kill a pro-
gram that delivered huge returns on invest-
ment to create a government program to re-
train and retool workers for some possible, un-
defined jobs in the future. 

The announcement the cancellation of the 
Constellation program in favor of a $100 mil-
lion interagency task force, along with several 
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other recently announced NASA initiatives, 
paints a broad picture of an agency without a 
clear mission. 

NASA is a mission-driven organization that 
produces its best results with clearly defined 
goals and the resources to achieve them. With 
the retirement of the Space Shuttle and a plan 
to cancel the Constellation program, it is more 
important than ever that we work together to 
provide NASA with the legislative guidance it 
needs. 

The men and women of our nation’s human 
space flight program have given us so much 
to be proud of. Through their focus, sacrifice 
and dedication they have enabled the United 
States to be the global leader in human space 
flight. They have earned our respect and grati-
tude, and we should deliver a program that 
keeps them, and our nation, focused on lead-
ing the world in spaceflight. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REVEREND RICHARD 
W. JONES 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Reverend 
Richard W. Jones, a longtime resdent of 
Willingboro, New Jersey who recently passed 
away at age 85. Reverend Jones was a true 
leader in the community serving as Sheriff’s 
Officer in Burlington County for 24 years and 
the inspirational Pastor of Tabernacle Baptist 
Church for 49 years. He was also a loving 
husband, of 52 years, to his wife, Ethel. 

While Reverend Jones was conferred with a 
doctorate of human letters from Thomas Edi-
son State College in 2001, perhaps his great-
est legacy will remain his work at Tabernacle 
Baptist Church. His hard work and enduring 
faith led to the completion of his church’s 
sanctuary and the expansion of the education 
wing in 1995, which is rightfully named the R. 
W. Jones Family Life Center. He was also re-
sponsible for the expansion of his church’s 
multipurpose room, that included a gym-
nasium, aerobics room, locker room, cafeteria, 
and banquet room which was dedicated in 
2008 as Unity Hall. 

Reverend Jones was a humble man who af-
fected not only the people in his congregation 
but those he met throughout his life. During 
his pastorship, he ordained more than 60 dea-
cons and provided guidance to thousands of 
local residents. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
a man whose life serves as a role model to 
many people and whose church will continue 
his legacy for a long time to come. 

IN HONOR OF CONSUL GENERAL 
JANJA ZMAUC OF SLOVENIA ON 
THE OCCASION OF SLOVENIAN 
STATEHOOD DAY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of the Consul 
General from the Republic of Slovenia, Mr. 
Jure Zmauc, and his wife, Mrs. Janja Zmauc, 
on the occasion of Slovenian Statehood Day 
celebrated annually on June 25th. 

In 2009, Mr. Jure Zmauc, Mrs. Janja 
Zmauc, daughter Nika and son Aljaz moved 
from Slovenia to Cleveland. Mr. Zmauc served 
there for four years as a foreign diplomat rep-
resenting the largest Slovenian population in 
the world outside of Slovenia. Mr. Zmauc’s re-
sponsibilities in the United States include de-
veloping educational, business and tourism 
ties for Slovenia and supporting Americans of 
Slovenian heritage throughout Northeast Ohio. 

The twenty-fifth of June is Slovenian State-
hood Day, an annual celebration of Slovenia’s 
independence and the sovereignty it gained in 
1991. It is a commemoration of the struggles 
and triumphs of the people of Slovenia. It also 
serves as an opportunity for residents of 
Northeast Ohio to celebrate the customs, tra-
ditions and contributions of Slovenian Ameri-
cans to our community. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognition and welcome of Consul 
General Janja Zmauc and his family. Their 
representation of Slovenia in our community 
connects our communities and our nations— 
from the shores of Lake Erie to the Adriatic 
Sea. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, on the 
evening of Wednesday, June 23, 2010, and 
on Thursday, June 24, 2010, I was absent 
from the House and missed rollcall votes 382 
through 394. 

Had I been present for rollcall 382, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass, as amend-
ed, H.R. 5481, To give subpoena power to the 
National Commission on the BP Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 383, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass, as amend-
ed, H.R. 3993, the Calling Card Consumer 
Protection Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 384, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
1388, Supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Hurricane Preparedness Week, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 385, on or-
dering the previous question for H. Res. 1468, 
Providing for consideration of H.R. 5175, the 
Democracy is Strengthened by Casting Light 

on Spending in Elections Act, and for other 
purposes, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 386, on 
agreeing to H. Res. 1468, Providing for con-
sideration of H.R. 5175, the Democracy is 
Strengthened by Casting Light on Spending in 
Elections Act, and for other purposes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 387, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Con. 
Res. 285, Recognizing the important role that 
fathers play in the lives of their children and 
families and supporting the goals and ideals of 
designating 2010 as the Year of the Father, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 388, on 
agreeing to the amendment, King of Iowa 
Amendment No. 2 to H.R. 5175, the Democ-
racy is Strengthened by Casting Light on 
Spending in Elections Act, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 389, agreeing 
to the amendment, Patrick Murphy of Pennsyl-
vania Amendment No. 5 to H.R. 5175, the De-
mocracy is Strengthened by Casting Light on 
Spending in Elections Act, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 390, on a mo-
tion to recommit with instructions H.R. 5175, 
the Democracy is Strengthened by Casting 
Light on Spending in Elections Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 391, on pas-
sage of H.R. 5175, the Democracy is 
Strengthened by Casting Light on Spending in 
Elections Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 392, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
1464, Recognizing the 50th anniversary of the 
conclusion of the United States-Japan Treaty 
of Mutual Cooperation and Security and ex-
pressing appreciation to the Government of 
Japan and the Japanese people for enhancing 
peace, prosperity, and security in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 393, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and concur with the 
Senate amendments to H.R. 3962, To provide 
affordable, quality health care for all Ameri-
cans and reduce the growth in health care 
spending, and for other purposes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 394, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to the 
conference report to H.R. 2194, the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and 
Divestment Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

CONGRATULATING JEFF 
THEERMAN 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Jeff Theerman, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Metropolitan St. Louis 
Sewer District, on his election as the new 
President of the National Association of Clean 
Water Agencies (NACWA). 

For over twenty-five years, Mr. Theerman 
has served St. Louis through his work at the 
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