
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 9 12469 June 30, 2010 
should not be tolerated. If U.S.-based 
cruise ship companies who own and op-
erate foreign-flagged passenger vessels 
want to access millions of Americans 
who travel on these ships, they should 
be required to implement simple, prop-
er safety and security improvements 
for all travelers. 

As the cochair and founder of the 
Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus, 
I am proud to support H.R. 3360. This 
bill will implement necessary safety 
measures onboard cruise ships, includ-
ing video surveillance and proper docu-
mentation of complaints by passengers. 
Most importantly, the law mandates 
that cruise ship personnel contact both 
the FBI and the Coast Guard as soon as 
serious crimes like homicide, kidnap-
ping, and assault are reported by the 
passengers. 

This strong legislation will protect 
the safety of millions of Americans and 
hold law violators accountable for sex-
ual assault on the high seas. No longer 
will criminals be able to hide on our 
oceans when they commit crimes 
against Americans. So I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of the Senate amendment to 
H.R. 3360, the ‘‘Cruise Vessel Security and 
Safety Act of 2010.’’ 

Serious crimes are committed at sea aboard 
cruise vessels just as they are committed on 
land. Over the last five years, sexual and 
physical assaults were the leading crimes 
committed aboard cruise vessels and inves-
tigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Alarmingly, it is not known precisely how 
often crimes are committed on cruise vessels 
or how many people have disappeared during 
ocean voyages because cruise lines that are 
registered in countries other than the United 
States are not required to make crime-related 
data available. 

In fact, only one of the nearly 200 cruise 
vessels that serve the North American market 
is registered in the United States. This means 
that only one cruise vessel serving the North 
American market is, at all times, subject to the 
laws of the United States and required to re-
port incidents of alleged crimes to United 
States law enforcement agencies. 

While there are limited circumstances in 
which the U.S. can assert jurisdiction over 
some crimes occurring on cruise ships, cruise 
vessels registered in foreign countries directly 
fall under the jurisdiction of the United States 
only when they are operating in U.S. waters— 
in U.S. ports or sailing within 12 miles of the 
U.S. coast. 

At all other times, foreign-registered vessels 
operate subject to the laws of the country in 
which the vessel is registered or in whose 
waters they are travelling. The laws in these 
countries may not—and often do not—provide 
the same rights and protections to crime vic-
tims that would be provided under U.S. law. 

However, foreign-registered cruise vessels 
can be subject to some U.S. laws as a condi-
tion of entry into U.S. ports. 

By applying conditions upon U.S. port entry, 
H.R. 3360 seeks to bridge some of the poten-
tial gaps between the rights, protections, and 

access to assistance that are available to vic-
tims of crime under U.S. law and the laws of 
other countries. 

H.R. 3360 establishes stringent new stand-
ards including training for ships’ personnel to 
preserve evidence of crimes and provide ap-
propriate medical treatment. Specifically, H.R. 
3360 requires cruise lines to aid U.S. inves-
tigators by training crewmembers in crime 
scene preservation, by mandating log book 
entries detailing complaints of crimes, and by 
making available video tapes and other forms 
of evidence. 

The legislation also provides much-needed 
support for the victims of crime by requiring 
cruise lines to provide on board medical pro-
fessionals who are trained to treat victims of 
sexual assaults, medications, and access to 
victims’ support services. 

In addition, H.R. 3360 ensures that the pub-
lic can make informed choices before booking 
a cruise. The bill requires the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to compile and maintain 
statistical data of certain incidents on an inter-
net website. The data would identify each 
cruise line and each cruise line would be re-
quired to provide a link on its internet site to 
the website maintained by the Secretary. 

Finally, H.R. 3360 enhances the safety and 
security of cruise passengers by requiring 
cruise lines to upgrade, modernize, and retrofit 
the safety and security infrastructure on their 
vessels by installing peep holes in passenger 
doors, video surveillance cameras, time-sen-
sitive electronic key technology, higher rail-
ings, and acoustic hailing devices. 

It is estimated that 10.6 million Americans 
enjoyed a cruise vacation in 2007. Millions 
more have cruised since and millions more will 
cruise in the future. We need to ensure the 
security and safety of passengers and crews 
on cruise vessels and to provide support for 
the victims of crime at sea. 

With passage of this legislation today, the 
bill will be cleared for the President’s consider-
ation. 

Before closing, I want to acknowledge the 
extraordinary work of the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. MATSUI) for bringing us to this 
point. In 2006, Ms. MATSUI’s constituent, Lau-
rie Dishman, who was the victim of a crime 
aboard a cruise ship, reached out to Ms. MAT-
SUI and Congress for help in addressing the 
significant shortcomings of cruise vessel safe-
ty and security. Ms. Dishman had the courage 
and fortitude to tell her heart-wrenching story 
to our Committee in a hearing on these 
issues. Knowing Ms. Dishman’s story, Ms. 
MATSUI drafted this bill and has worked for 
more than three years to get Congress to this 
point. 

I also thank the gentlemen from Arizona 
(Mr. SHADEGG and Mr. MITCHELL), who have 
strongly supported this bill on behalf of the 
daughter of an Arizona constituent. Merrian 
Carver disappeared from a cruise ship in Au-
gust 2004, and was never found. What makes 
Ms. Carver’s case even more shocking is not 
just that a vibrant, young woman was lost, but 
that her disappearance was not reported by 
the cruise line to the U.S. Coast Guard or the 
FBI until well after the voyage ended. 

Finally, I thank Chairman JAY ROCKEFELLER, 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, for work-

ing to overcome Republican objections to the 
bill, enabling Senate passage of the legisla-
tion. 

With enactment of this legislation, I am 
hopeful that the stories of Laurie Dishman and 
Merrian Carver will become a thing of the 
past. Although we cannot stop all crimes 
aboard cruise ships (or anywhere else), we 
can ensure that Americans will be protected 
by our system of justice. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Senate amendment to H.R. 3360, 
the ‘‘Cruise Vessel Security and Safety Act of 
2010.’’ 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. In closing, I will 
just urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this very, very important piece 
of legislation that will have far-reach-
ing effects. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
CUMMINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 3360. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CORRECTING THE ENROLLMENT 
OF H.R. 3360 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 289) 
directing the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives to make a technical 
correction in the enrollment of H.R. 
3360. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 289 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That in the enrollment of 
the bill (H.R. 3360) to amend title 46, United 
States Code, to establish requirements to en-
sure the security and safety of passengers 
and crew on cruise vessels, and for other pur-
poses, the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives shall make the following correction: In 
section 4(b), strike ‘‘Coast Guard and Mari-
time Transportation Act of 2004’’ the second 
place it appears and insert ‘‘Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Act of 2006’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. LOBI-
ONDO) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
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may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Con. Res. 289. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 289 simply 

corrects a drafting error in the Senate 
amendments to H.R. 3360. Specifically, 
the Senate amendments intended to 
combine required Coast Guard reports 
on fisheries enforcement plans and on 
efforts to prevent the incursion of for-
eign fishing vessels into U.S. waters. 

However, the Senate amendments in-
correctly referred to section 804 of the 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Act of 2004 rather than the act 
of 2006, which is the correct cite for the 
requirement that the Coast Guard sub-
mit biannual reports on the service’s 
progress in detecting and interdicting 
incursions by foreign fishing vessels 
into the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone. 

H. Con. Res. 289 merely corrects the 
legal cite, but does not make any other 
changes to the Senate amendments to 
H.R. 3360. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, this is 

purely technical. We have no objection. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
CUMMINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 289. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AFFIRMING SUPPORT FOR A 
STRONG ALLIANCE WITH THAI-
LAND 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1321) expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives 
that the political situation in Thailand 
be solved peacefully and through demo-
cratic means, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1321 

Whereas Thailand became the first treaty 
ally of the United States in the Asia-Pacific 
region with the Treaty of Amity and Com-
merce, signed at Sia-Yut’hia (Bangkok) 
March 20, 1833, between the United States 
and Siam, during the administration of 
President Andrew Jackson and the reign of 
King Rama III; 

Whereas the United States and Thailand 
furthered their alliance with the Southeast 
Asia Collective Defense Treaty, (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Manila Pact of 1954’’) signed 
at Manila September 8, 1954, and the United 
States designated Thailand as a major non- 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
ally in December 2003; 

Whereas, through the Treaty of Amity and 
Economic Relations, signed at Bangkok May 
26, 1966, along with a diverse and growing 
trading relationship, the United States and 
Thailand have developed critical economic 
ties; 

Whereas Thailand is a key partner of the 
United States in Southeast Asia and has sup-
ported closer relations between the United 
States and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN); 

Whereas Thailand has the longest-serving 
monarch in the world, His Majesty King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, who is loved and re-
spected for his dedication to the people of 
Thailand; 

Whereas Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva 
has issued a 5-point roadmap designed to pro-
mote the peaceful resolution of the current 
political crisis in Thailand; 

Whereas approximately 500,000 people of 
Thai descent live in the United States and 
foster strong cultural ties between the 2 
countries; and 

Whereas Thailand remains a steadfast 
friend with shared values of freedom, democ-
racy, and liberty: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) affirms the support of the people and 
the Government of the United States for a 
strong and vital alliance with Thailand; 

(2) calls for the restoration of peace and 
stability throughout Thailand; 

(3) urges all parties involved in the polit-
ical crisis in Thailand to renounce the use of 
violence and to resolve their differences 
peacefully through dialogue; 

(4) supports the goals of the 5-point road-
map of the Government of Thailand for na-
tional reconciliation, which seeks to— 

(A) uphold, protect, and respect the insti-
tution of the constitutional monarchy; 

(B) resolve fundamental problems of social 
justice systematically and with participa-
tion by all sectors of society; 

(C) ensure that the media can operate free-
ly and constructively; 

(D) establish facts about the recent vio-
lence through investigation by an inde-
pendent committee; and 

(E) establish mutually acceptable political 
rules through the solicitation of views from 
all sides; and 

(5) promotes the timely implementation of 
an agreed plan for national reconciliation in 
Thailand so that free and fair elections can 
be held. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this resolution, and 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my 
good friend, Congressman 
FALEOMAVAEGA, for introducing this 
important resolution, which calls for a 
peaceful resolution to the political sit-
uation in Thailand through democratic 
means. 

As we all know, earlier this year Red 
Shirt protesters occupied the streets of 
Bangkok for 9 weeks. At first, these 
protests were peaceful. Over time, how-
ever, clashes between the Red Shirts 
and the security forces escalated into 
urban warfare. By mid-May, 89 people, 
the vast majority of them civilians, 
had been killed, and around 1,800 
wounded, including a renegade Thai 
general who joined the antigovernment 
protests. 

Since the outbreak of these protests, 
the government has made significant 
strides towards addressing the con-
cerns of the protesters. Earlier this 
month, Prime Minister Abhisit 
Vejjajiva announced that he plans to 
hold new elections by the end of 2011. 

b 1930 

His fans called for all parties to join 
together in upholding the institution 
of the constitutional monarchy, work-
ing towards resolving fundamental 
problems of social justice, ensuring 
that the media can operate freely, cre-
ating an independent committee to in-
vestigate the street protests, and es-
tablishing political rules through solic-
itation of views from all sides. 

I believe that the Prime Minister’s 
plan is a positive step towards achiev-
ing democratic reconciliation. Earlier 
this month, the Prime Minister sur-
vived a vote of no confidence in the 
parliament over his handling of the 
protests, demonstrating that there is 
support for the PM to lead the country 
towards reconciliation. 

I want to remind my colleagues that 
Thailand is one of the United States’ 
closest friends and most dependable al-
lies. In 1833 we concluded the first trea-
ty with an Asian nation when we joined 
with Thailand in the Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce. In 1954, we forged a 
military alliance. And in 2003, the 
United States designated Thailand as a 
major non-NATO ally. 

Because of our long history, I believe 
that we must do everything we can to 
support reconciliation in Thailand and 
to convey our sincere hope that Thai-
land continues to prosper with democ-
racy, stability, and the rule of law. 
That is why I cosponsored House Reso-
lution 1321, and I urge all my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
resolution and moving it towards 
speedy adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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