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Americans can turn the dream of home owner-
ship into reality. I commend Frank for working 
with Congress to create the conditions nec-
essary to make home ownership available to 
more families. 

Frank Williams is the recipient of the 1998 
Fair Housing Award from the Fair Housing 
Council of San Bernardino County. He was 
named the National Association of Home 
Builders ‘‘Gary Komarow Memorial Executive 
Officer of the Year’’ in 1999. 

While the BIA is losing an exceptional lead-
er, I know our community and our Nation will 
continue to benefit from Frank’s enthusiasm 
and vision for the cause of housing. Frank has 
been a tireless community leader and advo-
cate for affordable housing, and he has been 
instrumental in helping to promote home own-
ership on the national level. With Frank’s dedi-
cation, we have been able to raise national 
awareness about the housing needs of Califor-
nians. I am confident his work will continue 
into the future. 

Frank is the Founder, Chairman of the 
Board and President of Housing Action Re-
source Trust (HART), a non-profit affordable 
housing provider that has assisted 50,000 
families to buy homes. He also serves as a 
Commissioner to the San Bernardino County 
Housing Authority and is a fully-accredited 
Commissioner on the National Association of 
Housing and Redevelopment Officers. In addi-
tion, he was recently appointed by Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger to a Joint Land Use 
Task Force within the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research. 

There are many grateful people who have 
benefited from Frank’s mentorship and vision 
over the years. On Wednesday, July 7, 
Frank’s colleagues, friends and family are 
gathering to thank him for his leadership and 
dedication to the cause of home ownership. 

Frank Williams has been a champion for in-
creasing home ownership and promoting com-
munity development. I am very proud to con-
gratulate him on his retirement and I com-
mend him for his dedication to furthering hous-
ing opportunities for Californians and all Amer-
icans. 
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HONORING THE 2010 NATIONAL 
JUNIOR DISABILITY CHAMPION-
SHIPS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize the participants 
and sponsors of the National Junior Disability 
Championships. This annual competition, 
founded by Wheelchair Sports USA, has 
helped teach the value of sports to young ath-
letes since 1984. It began as a small competi-
tion for wheelchair athletes ages 7 to 21. 
Since that time, it has continued to grow both 
in nature and number. The competition ex-
panded in scope to include athletes with many 
different types of disabilities, not just those in 
wheelchairs. Athletes with spinal cord injuries, 
cerebral palsy, blindness, and many other dis-
abilities now participate in the competition. Re-

flecting this expansion in mission, the spon-
soring organization changed its name to 
Wheelchair & Ambulatory Sports USA. The di-
versity of sports offered also increased. Al-
though only three sports were initially offered, 
athletes now participate in seven areas of 
competition. Over 300 athletes from around 
the country participate each year. 

For some of these young athletes, the Na-
tional Junior Disability Championships com-
petition provides a pathway to qualify for the 
U.S. Paralympics team. More importantly, 
however, it provides these young people the 
opportunity to develop the values of teamwork, 
sportsmanship, hard work, and perseverance 
offered by sports. Participants also benefit in 
other ways. For example, research shows the 
importance of physical activity in both the 
physical and mental development of children. 
This event removes the barriers that so often 
prevent these young people with disabilities 
from participating in sports, allowing them to 
reap the benefits of athletic competition. 

In closing, I would also like to congratulate 
the athletes participating in the National Junior 
Disability Championships. It takes great perse-
verance, commitment, and strength of spirit to 
participate in this type of competition. I wish 
you the best of luck as you prepare for your 
respective athletic events. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO BOBBY POPE 

HON. JIM MARSHALL 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Mr. Bobby Pope, of Macon, 
Georgia, who is retiring after a long and illus-
trious tenure as Athletic Director of Mercer 
University. I rise to thank Bobby for his ex-
traordinary commitment to Mercer Athletics, 
his promotion of academic and athletic excel-
lence within the Atlantic Sun Conference, and 
his overall contributions to the local commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, for over 20 years Bobby 
Pope, Dean of the Atlantic Sun Conference, 
has served as the Athletic Director for Mercer 
University. During his tenure, Mercer athletics 
have thrived, and its student-athletes have 
achieved impressive success both on and off 
the field. The program now includes 14 NCAA 
Division I teams plus the addition of the first- 
ever fulltime coaches for men’s and women’s 
golf, tennis, and cross country. Largely thanks 
to Bobby, Mercer University will field Georgia’s 
first NCAA Division I men’s and women’s la-
crosse teams in the upcoming year. Bobby 
Pope’s commitment to building and strength-
ening Mercer athletics can further be seen in 
the recent renovations of existing fields and 
the construction of a state-of-the-art facility for 
student-athletes and coaches. 

With Bobby Pope at the helm, Mercer Uni-
versity has twice won the Atlantic Sun Con-
ference’s All-Academic Trophy. Since its in-
ception in 2007, the Atlantic Sun Conference 
post-graduate scholarship recognizing excel-
lence and integrity has been awarded to a 
Mercer student-athlete. During Bobby’s tenure, 
the cumulative grade point average for Mercer 

Bear student-athletes never fell below 3.0—a 
testament to his commitment to academic ex-
cellence. 

Madam Speaker, Bobby Pope’s passion and 
commitment to athletics and promoting sports-
manship extend beyond Mercer University. He 
has been very active in the Atlantic Sun Con-
ference—twice serving as Conference Presi-
dent, as well as serving as a member on nu-
merous Conference committees. Bobby has 
also made innumerable contributions to the 
local community as treasurer of the Macon 
Touchdown Club and through his service on 
the Mayor’s Recreation Master Plan Com-
mittee, as well as the Georgia Sports Hall of 
Fame Authority. Indeed, he was recognized 
for his lifelong contributions to Middle Georgia 
Athletics when he was inducted into the 
Macon Sports Hall of Fame on April 28, 2006. 
Also, for over 35 years, his broadcast of local 
sports news on the ‘‘Saturday Scoreboard’’ 
gave us the good, the bad, and the ugly about 
our Georgia Bulldogs, Georgia Tech Yellow 
Jackets, and other middle Georgia sports 
teams. 

Also, for over 35 years, his broadcast of 
local sports news on the Saturday Scoreboard 
gave us the good, the bad, and the ugly about 
our Georgia Bulldogs, Georgia Tech Yellow 
Jackets, and other Middle Georgia sports 
teams. 

Madam Speaker, it is fitting for the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD to include this brief ac-
knowledgement of the accomplishments of 
Bobby Pope as Athletic Director of Mercer 
University. As he assumes his new role as the 
Executive Director for the Mercer Athletic 
Foundation, Bobby will undoubtedly continue 
to contribute to the success and accomplish-
ments of Mercer Athletics. Few leave such en-
duringly positive legacies. 
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COMMENDING THE GEORGE MASON 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ AND BOYS’ 
SOCCER TEAMS ON WINNING THE 
VIRGINIA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to proudly recognize the George 
Mason High School girls’ and boys’ soccer 
teams for winning their respective State 1A 
Soccer Championships. On June 12th at 
Radford University, the George Mason High 
School Mustangs of Falls Church valiantly de-
feated Radford High School 3–1 to capture 
their third consecutive state title. The following 
day, the boys’ team displayed equally out-
standing talent by defeating Radford 2–1 to 
capture their second consecutive state cham-
pionship. 

The girls’ championship win follows a re-
markable season of 18 wins, 3 losses, and 1 
tie. Junior midfielder Hannah Walker scored 
twice and sophomore forward Leah Roth had 
a goal and an assist. Nichole Mitchell played 
tough as the starting goalkeeper, only allowing 
one goal in the net from a penalty kick. After 
the final moment of the game, the George 
Mason players victoriously rushed the field 
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and saluted their fans that had traveled 4 
hours to watch the game. 

The boys’ championship game was led by 
Mustang seniors Nick Smirniotopoulos and 
Andrew Arias following a remarkable season 
of 19 wins, only 1 loss, and 4 ties. This is the 
second year in a row that the George Mason 
boys’ soccer team has captured the state title. 
Smirniotopoulos, recently named to the 2010 
All-Met team by the Washington Post, and 
Arias, each scored a goal to clinch the win. 
Just before halftime, junior goalkeeper Tyler 
Back made a remarkable save on a break-
away. Also standing as stalwarts on the defen-
sive end were senior Natan Lailari and junior 
Franky Andrianarison. Like their counterparts 
on the girls’ team, the lone goal scored 
against them came from a penalty shot. 

I extend my congratulations to all of the ath-
letes, coaches, and the entire George Mason 
High School community for their historic vic-
tories. Winning a state championship takes 
hundreds of hours of practice, preparation, 
and hard work. May your perseverance, 
strength, and diligence stay with you through 
all of your journeys in life. 
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ON THE PASSAGE OF THE RESO-
LUTION CALLING FOR THE IM-
MEDIATE RELEASE OF GILAD 
SHALIT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I am very pleased that the House passed H. 
Res. 1359, a resolution calling for the imme-
diate and unconditional release of Israeli sol-
ider Gilad Shalit. It has been four long years 
since Gilad, then 19 years old, was kidnapped 
by Hamas. Hamas, in direct violation of inter-
national human rights law, has refused to 
allow Gilad any contact with his family, and 
has further refused to allow the International 
Committee of the Red Cross access to deter-
mine his well-being. It is a war crime for 
Hamas to hold Gilad hostage in order to com-
pel the Israeli government to accede to 
Hamas’ demands. 

Madam Speaker, the time for Hamas to re-
lease Gilad Shalit is now. Right now. It is sim-
ply unconscionable for Hamas to engage in 
such a vicious and cruel exercise in inhu-
manity. One of both Israeli and American soci-
eties’ highest and most noble ideals is to 
never leave a soldier behind. The passage of 
this resolution reaffirms the United States 
commitment to continue fighting for Gilad’s un-
conditional and immediate release so that he 
may return to his family. 
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SIR PAUL McCARTNEY, 
GLADWELL’S ‘‘OUTLIERS’’ AND BP 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to submit a letter from my good friend 

Gene Jewett, who shares his thoughts on the 
phenomena of talent and the recent visit from 
Paul McCartney who received the Gershwin 
Award from the Library of Congress. 

Dear Friends, 

Recently, Sir Paul McCartney visited 
Washington where he exhibited his musical 
prowess for the politically powerful, initially 
at the Library of Congress and then at the 
White House. In the course of his perform-
ance on the first night, he revealed the proc-
ess by which he had written one of his most 
famous tunes, one where the melody had 
come to him in a dream, a refrain that he 
was fortunate enough to recall. For days, he 
hummed the tune (randomly entitled 
‘‘scrambled eggs’’) to his band mates and ev-
eryone else in his greater circle of musi-
cians, all in an attempt to determine wheth-
er it was a product of his own musical soft-
ware or a reflection of a tune he had pre-
viously heard for which he was serving as a 
mere psychic conduit. When he finally ac-
cepted the song as his own, he re-dubbed it 
‘‘Yesterday’’ and the rest is history. Over 
3000 singers have recorded the song, a num-
ber which marks it as a continuing star in 
the firmament of pop music. 

His story caused me to reflect on the phe-
nomena of talent, particularly as alluded to 
by Malcolm Gladwell in his book, ‘‘Outliers.’’ 
In this book, there’s a central premise that 
suggests that great achievement is derived 
from spending at least 10,000 hours honing 
one’s craft. Specifically, it uses as an exam-
ple Paul McCartney and the Beatles playing 
in the clubs of Hamburg where they purport-
edly refined their songs. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the ‘‘Hamburg’’ Beatles played 
cover songs which could have encouraged 
them to write their original tunes, the more 
simple truth points to what McCartney ob-
serves in himself as some mystical talent 
with which he has been gifted, something for 
which he has no explanation. The difference 
between the Beatles and thousands of other 
bands can be found in these ‘‘gifts’’ of un-
usual talent. 

Not to be too grand, but the book ‘‘the 100: 
A Ranking of the 100 Most Influential People 
in History’’ by M.H. Hart is a primer for the 
study of people with extraordinary talent 
and abilities. For example, Genghis Khan 
was a late bloomer and certainly had no 
training as a military leader, but no one else 
in military history save perhaps Alexander 
shows anything close to his record of 
achievements. And how many in the realm of 
physics approach the works of Newton, Max-
well and Einstein? I realize this is a leap 
from Sir Paul, but pure talent, while it sure-
ly needs to be developed, is really a gift that 
defies description. It seems that some things 
just ‘‘are’’ and that’s the name of that tune. 
And upon such random distributions of tal-
ent and ability the upward curve of the 
course of history will continue to remain re-
liant. 

Sir Paul, author of over 300 popular songs, 
also played ‘‘Blackbird,’’ a very pleasing and 
interesting composition. But I was hoping 
he’d do, ‘‘Fixing a Hole’’ as a nod to BP who 
could certainly use a little mystical talent 
about now, no? 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, during the vote 
on H.R. 5618, the Restoration of Emergency 
Unemployment Compensation Act of 2010, I 
was unavoidably detained—had I been 
present I would have voted against this legis-
lation. 

Americans are struggling to make ends 
meet in this economy and while I support giv-
ing unemployment benefits to people who lost 
their jobs, it is irresponsible for this Congress 
to add $34 billion to the national debt to do so. 
This legislation should have been paid for with 
cuts to other programs. Last week the Treas-
ury Department quietly announced that the es-
timated total debt for fiscal year 2010 will 
reach $13.6 trillion, equal to 93.1 percent of 
our Gross Domestic Product. With the Euro-
pean Union in the midst of a sovereign debt 
crisis, this is the wrong time to add to our al-
ready staggering national debt. 

Had I been present for the vote on H.R. 
5623, the Homebuyers Assistance and Im-
provement Act of 2010, I would have voted in 
favor of this legislation. Unlike H.R. 5618, the 
cost of this legislation is fully offset. The 
homebuyer tax credit has been very success-
ful, and after its expiration on April 30th, home 
sales dropped by more than 30 percent. Ex-
tending this credit by 90 days and fully offset-
ting its cost is a responsible course of action 
I fully support. 

f 

HONORING PERCY P. CREUZOT, JR. 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor a great husband, fa-
ther, entrepreneur, community activist and all- 
around great American, Percy P. Creuzot, Jr., 
who passed on from his earthly life on Sun-
day, June 6, 2010. We are privileged and hon-
ored to salute him as a Great Houstonian for 
all of America to admire. 

Percy Creuzot had a unique ability to reach 
out and help others. Mr. Creuzot effectively ar-
ticulated that strong communities are created 
when we recognize that every member of the 
community is important. He demonstrated this 
belief in every aspect of his life. 

In 1966 his family moved to Houston, 
Texas, where he was employed by Herff- 
Jones Jewelry, a graduation supply company. 
Percy’s first entrepreneurial endeavor in Hous-
ton was a snow-ball shop in Houston on 
Dowling and McGowan. There was a dearth of 
restaurant chains and, even fewer operated in 
minority neighborhoods. Mr. Creuzot saw the 
need for uplifting his community with his cui-
sine and with that envisioned a need and mar-
ket in Houston for Southern Louisiana foods. 
With the influence from family members he 
decided to open a small sandwich shop in 
Houston’s Third Ward community. The Scott 
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