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Americans can turn the dream of home owner-
ship into reality. I commend Frank for working 
with Congress to create the conditions nec-
essary to make home ownership available to 
more families. 

Frank Williams is the recipient of the 1998 
Fair Housing Award from the Fair Housing 
Council of San Bernardino County. He was 
named the National Association of Home 
Builders ‘‘Gary Komarow Memorial Executive 
Officer of the Year’’ in 1999. 

While the BIA is losing an exceptional lead-
er, I know our community and our Nation will 
continue to benefit from Frank’s enthusiasm 
and vision for the cause of housing. Frank has 
been a tireless community leader and advo-
cate for affordable housing, and he has been 
instrumental in helping to promote home own-
ership on the national level. With Frank’s dedi-
cation, we have been able to raise national 
awareness about the housing needs of Califor-
nians. I am confident his work will continue 
into the future. 

Frank is the Founder, Chairman of the 
Board and President of Housing Action Re-
source Trust (HART), a non-profit affordable 
housing provider that has assisted 50,000 
families to buy homes. He also serves as a 
Commissioner to the San Bernardino County 
Housing Authority and is a fully-accredited 
Commissioner on the National Association of 
Housing and Redevelopment Officers. In addi-
tion, he was recently appointed by Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger to a Joint Land Use 
Task Force within the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research. 

There are many grateful people who have 
benefited from Frank’s mentorship and vision 
over the years. On Wednesday, July 7, 
Frank’s colleagues, friends and family are 
gathering to thank him for his leadership and 
dedication to the cause of home ownership. 

Frank Williams has been a champion for in-
creasing home ownership and promoting com-
munity development. I am very proud to con-
gratulate him on his retirement and I com-
mend him for his dedication to furthering hous-
ing opportunities for Californians and all Amer-
icans. 
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize the participants 
and sponsors of the National Junior Disability 
Championships. This annual competition, 
founded by Wheelchair Sports USA, has 
helped teach the value of sports to young ath-
letes since 1984. It began as a small competi-
tion for wheelchair athletes ages 7 to 21. 
Since that time, it has continued to grow both 
in nature and number. The competition ex-
panded in scope to include athletes with many 
different types of disabilities, not just those in 
wheelchairs. Athletes with spinal cord injuries, 
cerebral palsy, blindness, and many other dis-
abilities now participate in the competition. Re-

flecting this expansion in mission, the spon-
soring organization changed its name to 
Wheelchair & Ambulatory Sports USA. The di-
versity of sports offered also increased. Al-
though only three sports were initially offered, 
athletes now participate in seven areas of 
competition. Over 300 athletes from around 
the country participate each year. 

For some of these young athletes, the Na-
tional Junior Disability Championships com-
petition provides a pathway to qualify for the 
U.S. Paralympics team. More importantly, 
however, it provides these young people the 
opportunity to develop the values of teamwork, 
sportsmanship, hard work, and perseverance 
offered by sports. Participants also benefit in 
other ways. For example, research shows the 
importance of physical activity in both the 
physical and mental development of children. 
This event removes the barriers that so often 
prevent these young people with disabilities 
from participating in sports, allowing them to 
reap the benefits of athletic competition. 

In closing, I would also like to congratulate 
the athletes participating in the National Junior 
Disability Championships. It takes great perse-
verance, commitment, and strength of spirit to 
participate in this type of competition. I wish 
you the best of luck as you prepare for your 
respective athletic events. 
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Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Mr. Bobby Pope, of Macon, 
Georgia, who is retiring after a long and illus-
trious tenure as Athletic Director of Mercer 
University. I rise to thank Bobby for his ex-
traordinary commitment to Mercer Athletics, 
his promotion of academic and athletic excel-
lence within the Atlantic Sun Conference, and 
his overall contributions to the local commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, for over 20 years Bobby 
Pope, Dean of the Atlantic Sun Conference, 
has served as the Athletic Director for Mercer 
University. During his tenure, Mercer athletics 
have thrived, and its student-athletes have 
achieved impressive success both on and off 
the field. The program now includes 14 NCAA 
Division I teams plus the addition of the first- 
ever fulltime coaches for men’s and women’s 
golf, tennis, and cross country. Largely thanks 
to Bobby, Mercer University will field Georgia’s 
first NCAA Division I men’s and women’s la-
crosse teams in the upcoming year. Bobby 
Pope’s commitment to building and strength-
ening Mercer athletics can further be seen in 
the recent renovations of existing fields and 
the construction of a state-of-the-art facility for 
student-athletes and coaches. 

With Bobby Pope at the helm, Mercer Uni-
versity has twice won the Atlantic Sun Con-
ference’s All-Academic Trophy. Since its in-
ception in 2007, the Atlantic Sun Conference 
post-graduate scholarship recognizing excel-
lence and integrity has been awarded to a 
Mercer student-athlete. During Bobby’s tenure, 
the cumulative grade point average for Mercer 

Bear student-athletes never fell below 3.0—a 
testament to his commitment to academic ex-
cellence. 

Madam Speaker, Bobby Pope’s passion and 
commitment to athletics and promoting sports-
manship extend beyond Mercer University. He 
has been very active in the Atlantic Sun Con-
ference—twice serving as Conference Presi-
dent, as well as serving as a member on nu-
merous Conference committees. Bobby has 
also made innumerable contributions to the 
local community as treasurer of the Macon 
Touchdown Club and through his service on 
the Mayor’s Recreation Master Plan Com-
mittee, as well as the Georgia Sports Hall of 
Fame Authority. Indeed, he was recognized 
for his lifelong contributions to Middle Georgia 
Athletics when he was inducted into the 
Macon Sports Hall of Fame on April 28, 2006. 
Also, for over 35 years, his broadcast of local 
sports news on the ‘‘Saturday Scoreboard’’ 
gave us the good, the bad, and the ugly about 
our Georgia Bulldogs, Georgia Tech Yellow 
Jackets, and other middle Georgia sports 
teams. 

Also, for over 35 years, his broadcast of 
local sports news on the Saturday Scoreboard 
gave us the good, the bad, and the ugly about 
our Georgia Bulldogs, Georgia Tech Yellow 
Jackets, and other Middle Georgia sports 
teams. 

Madam Speaker, it is fitting for the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD to include this brief ac-
knowledgement of the accomplishments of 
Bobby Pope as Athletic Director of Mercer 
University. As he assumes his new role as the 
Executive Director for the Mercer Athletic 
Foundation, Bobby will undoubtedly continue 
to contribute to the success and accomplish-
ments of Mercer Athletics. Few leave such en-
duringly positive legacies. 
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to proudly recognize the George 
Mason High School girls’ and boys’ soccer 
teams for winning their respective State 1A 
Soccer Championships. On June 12th at 
Radford University, the George Mason High 
School Mustangs of Falls Church valiantly de-
feated Radford High School 3–1 to capture 
their third consecutive state title. The following 
day, the boys’ team displayed equally out-
standing talent by defeating Radford 2–1 to 
capture their second consecutive state cham-
pionship. 

The girls’ championship win follows a re-
markable season of 18 wins, 3 losses, and 1 
tie. Junior midfielder Hannah Walker scored 
twice and sophomore forward Leah Roth had 
a goal and an assist. Nichole Mitchell played 
tough as the starting goalkeeper, only allowing 
one goal in the net from a penalty kick. After 
the final moment of the game, the George 
Mason players victoriously rushed the field 
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