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Street location sold a variety of oyster, shrimp 
and roast beef po-boys; the business became 
known as ‘‘Frenchy’s Po-Boy.’’ As the busi-
ness showed promise, expansion into other 
endeavors was likely. With the motivation of a 
close friend, Mr. Creuzot dove into the fried 
chicken business and ‘‘Frenchy’s Creole Fried 
Chicken’’ is a bustling business to this day. 

In 1977, Percy expanded his business inter-
ests and opened Frenchy’s Sausage Com-
pany. The goal was to produce and market 
Creole foods to restaurants and grocery stores 
in the Houston area. The business grew suc-
cessfully and is now run by Percy’s son, Percy 
III, and has become a leading producer of 
Creole foods and various processed meats in 
Houston and surrounding areas. 

Percy’s civic/community involvements began 
with a desire to enhance the success of Texas 
Southern University. Percy was a tireless sup-
porter of Texas Southern University and, after 
being appointed by Texas Governor Bill 
Clements to its Board of Regents, he faithfully 
served for 12 years which included being its 
Vice Chairman. Governor Clements also ap-
pointed Percy to the Texas Private Industry 
Council and he was appointed to the Houston 
Citizen’s Review Board where he served with 
distinction. Percy also was an active member 
of the National, Texas, and Houston Res-
taurant Associations as well as serving on the 
Catholic Charities’ Board of Directors. Percy 
was a long time member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
and Sigma Pi Phi (Nu Boule) Fraternities and 
the Knights of Peter Claver. Until his death, 
Percy provided financial support to the United 
Negro College Fund, the Urban League, and 
the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, University of Houston, 
Texas Southern University, Xavier University 
and Hampton University. 

Percy is survived by his wife, Sallie Creuzot; 
daughter Angele; sons Percy III (Cheryl) and 
John; grandchildren Simone and Terry Wil-
liams, Percy IV , Coline and Phillipe Creuzot, 
Ethan Creuzot ; great-grandson Christien 
Gilliam; his sister, Martina Cox (Dr. Frank); 
and numerous nieces and nephews. He also 
left to treasure his memories many in-laws, 
colleagues, friends, community members, nu-
merous Houstonian mentees including An-
thony Gaynor and Charlie Reado, as well as 
countless high school and college students. 

Madam Speaker, Percy P. Creuzot, Jr.’s life 
should serve as an inspiration to us all. 
Through his life and through his legacy he has 
challenged those who are caught in the grips 
of poverty to take control of their own des-
tinies. By his openhandedness to his commu-
nity, he is a shining example of how those 
more fortunate should share their lives with 
others. 

Madam Speaker, a great American is gone 
from our midst, but we have been empowered 
to carry on his work and continue to press to-
ward the mark. His family, friends and every-
one he has touched will be in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

HONORING MRS. RUBY BATTS 
ARCHIE 

HON. THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of a legend, a lion, and a lead-
er, Mrs. Ruby Batts Archie, who died on Sat-
urday, June 26. 

Born February 9, 1934, in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina, Ruby Batts was the only 
daughter of Helen Louise Batts. She married 
Cephus N. Archie on November 23, 1961, and 
they enjoyed forty-eight years of marriage. 
She was a graduate of Booker T. Washington 
High School in Rocky Mount, North Carolina 
and Virginia State University in Petersburg, 
Virginia, where she received both her bach-
elors and masters degrees in English. She 
also received an honorary Doctorate of Lit-
erary Letters from Virginia University of Lynch-
burg (VA). 

Mrs. Archie was a retired educator who 
served for 37 years in the Danville Public 
School System, including time as the Head of 
the English Departments at both Langston 
High School and George Washington High 
School. These decades of hands-on experi-
ence and leadership in the schools made her 
an invaluable advocate for education through-
out her career in local government. She was 
a former Mayor for the City of Danville from 
1998 to 2000, had previously served as Vice 
Mayor from 1996–1998, and at the time of her 
death was a member of the Danville City 
Council with 16 years of service. 

Mrs. Archie worked extensively as a mem-
ber of community and national organizations, 
not only on educational issues, but also men-
tal health, business development, and commu-
nity service. Her memberships are too many 
to list, but one especially close to her heart 
was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, where she 
was a sitting member of its international board 
of directors and held numerous positions in 
her chapter, Alpha Phi Omega, including 
president and treasurer, and in regional and 
national sorority committees. Additionally, she 
was a presiding officer of the Order of the 
Eastern Star; a member of the board of direc-
tors of both the Boys and Girls Club and the 
Salvation Army; and a faithful member of 
Loyal Baptist Church where she served as a 
former chairman of the Board of Education 
and Sunday School teacher and currently 
served as the chairman of the Deaconess 
Board. Mrs. Archie was deeply concerned for 
Southside Virginia’s economic future, having 
watched too many of her finest students leave 
the region never to return, and worked to cre-
ate jobs beyond Southside’s traditional textiles 
and tobacco. Her expertise was recognized by 
Governors George Allen and James Gilmore, 
who appointed her to serve on the Southside 
Business and Education Commission from 
1995 to 2003. 

Those who worked closely with Mrs. Archie 
throughout the years have expressed deep 
sorrow for her loss and gratitude for her innu-
merable contributions to the community. She 
was endlessly dedicated, dependable, and 
generous of her time and talents, and she 

held others to her high standards of hard 
work, integrity, and citizenship. Students and 
colleagues recall her warm smile, her style 
and graceful carriage, and her zeal for proper 
usage of the English language. In her work in 
the City Council, she was calmly bipartisan, al-
ways striving to build bridges. She was an ef-
fective representative of her constituents, a 
tireless educator, and an inspiration to count-
less individuals whose lives she touched. 

Mrs. Archie was just days away from retire-
ment when she died last weekend, and had 
hoped to devote her time to two of her great-
est passions, travel and enjoying the company 
of her grandchildren. Because her passing 
was far too soon, she was unable to savor this 
well-earned retirement—a truth emblematic of 
a woman whose life was full of future projects 
and plans, and who believed her work was 
never done. 

Ruby is survived by her mother, Helen; her 
devoted husband, Cephus; her children Keith, 
Trina, and Carla; her grandsons Cedric, 
Deondre, and Milek; and her cousins Charles 
and Barbara. On behalf of Virginia’s 5th Dis-
trict, I honor the passing of one of our finest 
public servants, and ask that her legacy be re-
membered for years to come. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$13,038,916,836,943.40. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,400,491,090,649.60 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, unfortunately, 
because of a necessary absence, I missed the 
recorded vote on H.R. 5623, the H.R. 5618, 
the Restoration of Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation Act. (Rollcall vote No. 398) Had 
I been present and voting on this vital legisla-
tion, I would have voted yes. 

Since Congress first provided the emer-
gency extension on unemployment benefits in 
H.R. 1, the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act, I have voted to continue the exten-
sion at least seven times. As our nation recov-
ers from the worst recession since the Great 
Depression, it is very promising that almost 
431,000 jobs were added in May, the most in 
four years. But we cannot reverse two years 
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of recession overnight, nor can we turn the 
tide on a decade of declining middle class 
economic security. There is still much to be 
done to help the nearly eight million people 
who lost work during this economic crisis re-
turn to payrolls. Providing unemployment in-
surance benefits so that families can continue 
to put food on the table and pay their mort-
gage, is necessary to the economy’s contin-
ued recovery. 

f 

H.R. 5629, THE OIL SPILL ACCOUNT-
ABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2010 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce H.R. 5629, the ‘‘Oil Spill Ac-
countability and Environmental Protection Act 
of 2010’’, legislation to respond to the ongoing 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill disaster and to ad-
dress several shortcomings in the law to en-
sure that a similar tragedy cannot happen 
again. 

To understand the intent of this legislation, 
it is important to understand the historical con-
text in which H.R. 5627, the ‘‘Oil Spill Account-
ability and Environmental Protection Act’’, is 
being introduced. 

On April 20, 2010, a blowout from the mo-
bile offshore drilling unit (MODU), the Deep-
water Horizon, led to an explosion in the Gulf 
of Mexico that left 11 crew members missing 
and presumed dead. The Deepwater Horizon 
was owned by Transocean Ltd., and leased, 
at the time of the explosion, to BP p.l.c. (BP), 
which owns a majority stake in the Mississippi 
Canyon Block 252 (MC 252) site and had con-
tracted the rig to drill a prospect well. 

Following the explosion, the Deepwater Ho-
rizon sank on April 22. Since the explosion, oil 
has been spilling from the well into the Gulf of 
Mexico. In response to the Deepwater Horizon 
disaster, BP has made numerous attempts to 
stop or contain the flow of oil into the Gulf. 
U.S. Government and independent scientists 
estimate that the most likely flow rate of oil 
today is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels 
per day. 

In light of the April 20 explosion and the on-
going release of oil into the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure has held three hearings investigating 
the potential causes of this disaster, and ex-
ploring potential changes to the laws and 
agencies under the Committee’s jurisdiction to 
ensure that a similar event cannot happen in 
the future. 

While the causes of the explosion aboard 
the Deepwater Horizon, and its eventual sink-
ing, remain under investigation, the hearings 
before the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure have uncovered several short-
comings in current law that may have allowed 
the causes of this disaster to be set in motion. 

For example, through the Committee hear-
ings, our Members received testimony on how 
the MODU, Deepwater Horizon, was reg-
istered in the Marshall Islands and, therefore, 
was not subjected to as rigorous of a vessel 

safety inspection by the Coast Guard as a 
similar U.S.-flag vessel. 

The Committee also learned that, because 
of the unique nature of offshore drilling, Fed-
eral oversight of the Deepwater Horizon drill-
ing operation was divided between the Depart-
ment of the Interior’s Minerals Management 
Service and the Coast Guard, with no clear 
final say of Federal authority over the oper-
ations onboard the drilling rig. 

The Committee also learned that apparent 
shortcuts were taken in the development, ap-
proval, and implementation of oil spill re-
sponse plans for the Deepwater Horizon drill-
ing operation, and, in hindsight, these re-
sponse plans were wholly inadequate to ad-
dress a worst-case scenario involving a blow-
out from the well head. 

The Deepwater Horizon disaster has also 
demonstrated that the current limits of liability, 
including the levels of financial responsibility 
for responsible parties, are insufficient to ad-
dress a potential worst-case scenario on the 
release of oil for offshore facilities, and have 
called into question the current limits of liability 
for other vessels as well. With the expected 
costs of the Deepwater Horizon disaster ex-
pected to be in the tens of billions, and the 
agreement by BP to set aside $20 billion in 
escrow to cover potential costs related to the 
spill, it is clear that the $75 million liability cap 
for offshore facilities needs to be significantly 
increased or removed. As noted in testimony 
before the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure, it is plausible that any limitation 
on liability, no matter how large, actually en-
courages risky behavior by externalizing the 
true cost of an oil spill response or damages 
over and above the cap. In addition, the Com-
mittee received testimony from the U.S. Coast 
Guard that suggests that the current limits of 
liability for certain classes of vessels do not 
adequately reflect the potential risks or im-
pacts of a release of oil. 

Finally, the Committee investigated the un-
precedented use of more than 1.5 million gal-
lons of chemical dispersants in relation to the 
Deepwater Horizon disaster, and has called 
into question the potential short- and long-term 
impacts that increased use of these 
dispersants may have on the Gulf of Mexico 
and the natural resources that utilize this area. 

Today, my Committee colleagues and I in-
troduce H.R. 5629, the ‘‘Oil Spill Accountability 
and Environmental Protection Act of 2010’’, to 
address these and other shortcomings that 
may have allowed the Deepwater Horizon dis-
aster to occur, and to help, ensure that similar 
events cannot happen in the future. 

In many ways, the events leading up to the 
introduction of this legislation are similar to 
those that compelled Congress to enact the 
original Oil Pollution Act of 1990. Up until this 
year, the events surrounding the release of 
approximately 750,000 barrels of oil from the 
Exxon Valdez in the Prince William Sound, 
Alaska, defined our understanding of the likely 
impacts from a domestic oil spill. 

Yet, the events of the past three months 
have forced us to realize that the protections 
included in the original Oil Pollution Act of 
1990 are inadequate to address the current 
state of oil development technologies. 

What has become evident is the potential 
adverse impacts of a ‘‘worst-case scenario’’ 

from modern exploration sites, such as that 
being explored by the Deepwater Horizon, are 
very different from those created by the re-
lease of oil from a tanker. This disaster has 
compelled us to reexamine the framework for 
Federal oversight and regulation of potentially- 
limitless sources of oil, deep beneath the sur-
face of the ocean, and the difficulty in control-
ling and remediating potentially massive re-
leases of oil beyond the reach of direct human 
control. 

This disaster also requires that we reassess 
the potential scope of impacted lives and liveli-
hoods and the natural resources related to a 
massive oil release, and the capability of Fed-
eral, state, local, and private resources to pre-
vent or address such a release. 

In addition, this disaster requires that we re-
examine the wisdom of oil exploration policies 
that push the envelope on drilling technologies 
without any assurance that these underwater 
resources can be shut down or adequately 
controlled and cleaned up if something goes 
wrong. 

Finally, this disaster has forced us to reex-
amine the safety standards for offshore oil ex-
ploration and production activities to minimize 
the potential for future losses of life. 

In short, this legislation amends or repeals 
several laws within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure to 
address the following areas: (1) Liability and 
Financial Responsibility; (2) Improvements in 
Safety; (3) Increased Oversight of Oil Spill Re-
sponses; (4) Improvements in Environmental 
Protection; and (5) Funding for Agency Re-
sponse Activities. 

A summary of the bill follows: 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRA-

STRUCTURE, H.R. 5629, THE ‘‘OIL SPILL AC-
COUNTABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2010,’’ JUNE 29, 2010 
LIABILITY AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Repeal of and Adjustments to Limitations 
on Liability: H.R. 5629 removes the existing 
statutory limitation on liability for offshore 
facilities (such as the Deepwater Horizon rig) 
to apply to all spills on or after April 19, 2010, 
to ensure that the responsible party or par-
ties will be responsible for 100 percent of oil 
pollution cleanup costs and damages to third 
parties. Directs the President to review the 
existing limitations on liability for vessels 
and onshore facilities, and authorizes the 
President to revise the liability limitations 
upward to an amount commensurate with 
the risk of discharge or any increase in the 
Consumer Price Index, whichever is greater. 

Evidence of Financial Responsibility for 
Offshore Facilities: H.R. 5629 increases the 
minimum level of financial responsibility for 
an offshore facility (such as the Deepwater 
Horizon rig) to $1.5 billion. Directs the Presi-
dent to review the minimum level of finan-
cial responsibility for an offshore facility 
every three years, and to revise the level up-
ward to reflect the potential risk of a release 
to human health and the environment. Au-
thorizes the President to require, on a case- 
by-case basis, additional levels of financial 
responsibility based on risk. Requires exist-
ing offshore leaseholders to demonstrate the 
new levels of financial responsibility within 
six months of the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

Damages to Human Health: Under current 
law, impacts to human health are not recog-
nized as a valid claim under the Oil Pollu-
tion Act. H.R. 5629 authorizes individuals to 
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