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seek compensation from responsible parties 
for damages to human health resulting from 
a release of oil. 

Modernize Federal Maritime Laws: H.R. 
5629 amends the Death on the High Seas Act 
(enacted in 1920) and the Jones Act (enacted 
in 1920) to authorize the recovery of non-pe-
cuniary damages currently allowed under 
general maritime law. Repeals the Limita-
tion of Liability Act of 1851, which limits the 
liability of a ship owner to the value of the 
vessel and freight. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN MARITIME SAFETY 

Americanization of the U.S. Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone: H.R. 5629 requires all vessels (in-
cluding Mobile Offshore Drilling Units 
(MODUs) such as the Deepwater Horizon) en-
gaged in oil drilling activities in the U.S. Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (200-mile zone) to be 
U.S.-flag vessels owned by U.S. citizens. 
Americanization ensures that the vessels are 
subject to U.S. safety regulations and that 
all of these vessels employ U.S. citizens 
(who, thus, pay U.S. taxes). 

Safety Management Plans and Safety 
Standards for Mobile Offshore Drilling Units: 
H.R. 5629 requires that all MODUs develop 
and implement a safety management plan to 
address all activities on the vessel that may 
threaten the safety of the vessel or its crew. 
Requires the U.S. Coast Guard to develop 
standards to address a worst-case event in-
volving a discharge of oil and gas. 

Approval of Oil Spill Response Plans: H.R. 
5629 requires the Coast Guard to concur in 
the oil spill response plan for an offshore fa-
cility (the well). Clarifies the respective au-
thorities of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) with respect to on-
shore facilities. 

Coast Guard Maritime Safety Workforce: 
H.R. 5629 requires the Coast Guard to in-
crease the number of qualified marine in-
spectors, marine casualty investigators, and 
marine safety engineers. 

Licensing Requirements for MODU Cap-
tains: H.R. 5629 requires that a MODU (such 
as the Deepwater Horizon) is, at all times, 
under the command of a licensed and pro-
ficient master who is responsible for the 
safety of both the navigational and indus-
trial functions (e.g., drilling operations) on 
the MODU. 

INCREASED OVERSIGHT OF OIL SPILL RESPONSES 

Evaluation, Approval, and Public Avail-
ability of Oil Spill Response Plans: H.R. 5629 
ensures that EPA, the Coast Guard, and DOT 
have the authority to require owners and op-
erators of vessels and facilities engaged in 
oil-related activities to submit their oil re-
sponse plans for approval, and make the 
plans publicly available. Clarifies that the 
agencies with jurisdiction must review, and, 
where necessary, revise, inspect, and enforce 
the provisions of a vessel or facility oil spill 
response plan. 

Repeal of Response Plan Waivers: H.R. 5629 
repeals the authority for the agencies with 
jurisdiction to allow any tank vessel or on-
shore or offshore facility to operate without 
an approved oil spill response plan. The bill 
preserves waiver authority for nontank ves-
sels. 

Oversight of Oil Spill Claims; Acceleration 
of Claims to the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund: H.R. 5629 authorizes the President, in 
the event of a spill of national significance, 
to require a responsible party (or guarantor) 
to provide the United States with informa-
tion on claims for damages made against the 
responsible party or the Trust Fund. Amends 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to allow claim-

ants to pursue compensation from the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund within 45 days of 
a denial of a claim by the responsible party. 
IMPROVEMENTS IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Use of Dispersants and Other Chemicals: 
H.R. 5629 directs the EPA to undertake a 
rulemaking to revise the list of approved 
dispersants and other chemicals that can be 
used in relation to an oil spill. Directs the 
Administrator to establish minimum tox-
icity and efficacy criteria for dispersants, 
provide for independent verification of indus-
try-provided data, require public disclosure 
of the formula for listed dispersants, and 
provide a mechanism for delisting a dispers-
ant based on potential impacts to human 
health or the environment. Requires specific 
approval of the Federal On-Scene Coordi-
nator, in coordination with EPA, before use 
of a dispersant or other chemical in relation 
to a future oil spill. 

National Oil Spill Database: H.R. 5629 re-
quires the President, acting through EPA, 
the Coast Guard, DOT, and other Federal 
agencies to develop a publicly-available, na-
tional database to track all discharges of oil 
or hazardous substances into the waters of 
the United States, adjoining shorelines, or 
the waters of the contiguous zone. 

Reforms of Federal Agencies, Laws, or Pro-
grams to Ensure Effective Oversight, 
Insspection, Monitoring, and Response Capa-
bilities to an Oil Spill: H.R. 5629 directs the 
National Commission on the BP Deepwater 
Horizon Spill and Offshore Drilling, estab-
lished by Executive Order, to evaluate the 
current division of responsibility among the 
different Federal agencies, and to submit 
recommendations to Congress on changes to 
the current responsibilities of Federal agen-
cies, including the creation of new agencies 
to regulate offshore drilling operations. Re-
quires the Commission to develop rec-
ommendations to ensure that offshore drill-
ing is overseen by career professionals who 
will give safety the highest priority, and not 
be improperly influenced by political ap-
pointees or the regulated industry. 

FUNDING FOR AGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITIES 
Authorized Level of Coast Guard Per-

sonnel: H.R. 5629 authorizes an end-of-year 
strength for active-duty Coast Guard per-
sonnel of 47,300 for fiscal year 2011, of which 
not less than 300 personnel shall be assigned 
to implement the activities required of the 
Coast Guard by this Act. 

Authorization of Appropriations from the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund: H.R. 5629 spe-
cifically authorizes appropriations from the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund for the Coast 
Guard, EPA, and DOT to carry out this Act. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF MA-
RINES CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD, 
JOEL RANGEL, AND CLAYTON 
YOUNG 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor Master Sergeant 
Christopher Lee Arnold, Master Sergeant Joel 
Ascension Rangel, and Gunnery Sergeant 
Clayton Roy Young of the Marine Battle Color 
Detachment who are each retiring after more 
than 20 years of service in the Marine Corps. 

The Battle Color Detachment features the 
U.S. Marine Drum and Bugle Corps, the Silent 

Drill Platoon, and the Marine Corps Color 
Guard. All are attached to Marine Barracks, 
Washington, DC, also known as the ‘‘Oldest 
Post of the Corps.’’ These Marines appear in 
hundreds of ceremonies annually across the 
country and abroad. 

I would like to express my personal grati-
tude to these three Marines who were a part 
of the Marine Battle Color Detachment when 
they visited Connecticut’s First Congressional 
District in October of 2008. In conjunction with 
a traveling replica of the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall during its 25th anniversary, they gave a 
moving performance before the residents of 
the Connecticut State Veterans Home and 
over 3,000 attendees at Rentschler Field in 
East Hartford. These Marines have performed 
and helped facilitate many events such as 
these in Connecticut, across the country and 
around the world, Everywhere the Marine 
Corps Battle Color Detachment performs, they 
instill in all an enormous amount of pride for 
our Armed Forces and the nation as a whole. 
This Congress and the people of the United 
States of America owe these three recently re-
tired Marine NCO’s a significant debt of grati-
tude for all of their service: 

Master Sergeant Christopher Lee Arnold 
began his enlistment on July 1, 1990 and will 
retire on July 31, 2010 after twenty years of 
service. 

Master Sergeant Joel Ascension Rangel 
began his enlistment on September 12, 1989 
and will retire on June 30, 2010 after twenty 
years of service. 

Gunnery Sergeant Clayton Roy Young 
began his enlistment on August 15, 1988 and 
will retire on August 31, 2010 after twenty-two 
years of service. 
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RECOGNITION OF DENNIS GUEST 
FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

HON. MARY JO KILROY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dennis Guest, Executive Director 
of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Author-
ity (CMHA), as he retires from a lifelong ca-
reer as an affordable housing advocate. Dur-
ing 24 years at CMHA, Dennis supervised 250 
employees administering Housing Choice 
Vouchers for approximately 12,500 families, 
distributing over $77,000,000 to rental property 
owners, and managing 3,147 apartments in 
Franklin County, Ohio. 

Dennis facilitated the Rebuilding Lives Initia-
tive and fostered partnerships with the City of 
Columbus, Franklin County, Community Shel-
ter Board, United Way, ADAMH Board, and 
other non-profit organizations to provide the 
best housing and supportive services to 
34,000 residents. As a result of his hard work 
and dedication, CMHA is strategically posi-
tioned for success well into the future. 

Prior to this position, Dennis served as the 
Director of Housing Management at the San 
Francisco Housing Authority and the Executive 
Assistant at the Oakland Housing Authority. 
He was also a VISTA Volunteer at the Seattle 
Housing Authority and Assistant Public Hous-
ing Manager in Detroit, Michigan. 
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Devoted to public service, Dennis sits on 

the Funders Collaborative of the Community 
Shelter Board, Joint Columbus and Franklin 
County Housing Advisory Board, Housing Vi-
sion Council of United Way, and is President 
of the Assisted Housing Services Corporation. 

I ask my colleagues to please join me in 
wishing Dennis and his wife Bernadette a 
happy retirement after years of dedication to 
the affordable housing needs of Columbus 
and Franklin County, Ohio. 
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HONORING THE CITY OF 
CHANDLER 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the City of Chandler 
on its 50th anniversary of incorporation on 
July 10th. 

Alphonso Chandler and his brother Haskell 
moved their families from Georgia to the area 
located between Kickapoo Creek and the 
Neches River in 1859. As one of the first set-
tlers in the area, Alphonso built a general 
store on his property. A U.S. Post Office was 
added in 1873, under the name of Stillwater. 
The Cotton Belt Railroad later made its way to 
the area in 1880, and Mr. Chandler deeded 
land to the Texas and St. Louis Railroad for 
tracks and a depot. Mr. Chandler also donated 
property for schools, churches and a ceme-
tery. A new community grew around the rail-
road. 

What many may not know is that Chandler 
is the birthplace of Senator Ralph Yarborough 
who represented Texas in the U.S. Senate 
from 1957 to 1971. Many of his personal and 
public effects can be found at the Chandler 
Public Library. 

Chandler has become a gateway to Lake 
Palestine, a beautiful body of water that is 
home to many migratory birds and waterfowl, 
as well as great fishing and recreational boat-
ing. Traveling on South FM 315, one might 
catch a glimpse of our nation’s emblem, the 
bald eagle, soaring over the lake. 

Chandler is a growing community and its 
citizens live by its motto, ‘‘City with a Heart.’’ 
I would like to congratulate the City of Chan-
dler on its 50th anniversary of incorporation 
and recognize its citizens, both past and 
present, who have given so much to build a 
vibrant community. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT DAVID 
PARKS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sergeant David Parks’s 31 years of 
exemplary service in law enforcement, in 
honor of his retirement from the Newark, Cali-
fornia, Police Department. 

Sergeant Parks began his law enforcement 
career as a 2-year public safety officer with 

the Brisbane Department of Public Safety. He 
was then hired as a police officer with the 
Newark Police Department in September 
1981, where he served for 29 years. 

As a police officer at the Newark Police De-
partment, Sergeant Parks served 1 year as a 
fraud detective and 3 years as a Crimes 
Against Persons detective. In July 2004, he 
was promoted to the rank of sergeant and 
served in a variety of positions including patrol 
sergeant, community safety team sergeant, 
and detective sergeant. 

During his tenure with the Newark Police 
Department, Sergeant Parks had held many 
collateral duties such as field training officer, 
FTO; FTO Sergeant, criminal evidence re-
sponse team, CERT, member; CERT super-
visor; trauma response team; traffic officer; 
acting sergeant; SWAT team member; Ala-
meda County arson task force member; and 
composite sketch artist. 

I join the City of Newark in expressing ap-
preciation for Sergeant Parks’s leadership and 
commitment during his service in the Newark 
Police Department. I rise to thank him for his 
stewardship for public safety and wish him 
well in his retirement. 
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HONORING SCOTT URBAN 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of Scott 
Urban, a teacher from Mankato West High 
School in Mankato, MN. 

Scott was one of two recipients this year to 
receive the Minnesota WEM Foundation Out-
standing Educator Award for Teacher Achieve-
ment. 

This award recognizes exemplary teachers 
who support, inspire and assist students to at-
tain greater learning. The recipients of this 
award are nominated by students, parents, 
colleagues, and community members—the 
people who know the difference a good teach-
er can make. 

As a teacher on leave from Mankato West, 
I have had the honor to teach with Scott. 

I’ve seen how Scott’s passion for teaching 
and outstanding leadership inspires students 
to achieve their true potential. He encourages 
students to learn the material not for a test, 
but to increase their knowledge and shape 
their world view. 

Scott’s success with students is truly un-
matched. Over the past 11 years at Mankato 
West, students in his AP government and poli-
tics class have maintained an 80 percent pass 
rate on the national AP exam, well above the 
state and national averages. Last year, 85 stu-
dents took the exam in his class and 46 
achieved the highest possible score, five out 
of five. 

Students in Scott’s advanced placement 
government and politics class come away with 
a superior knowledge of our political system 
and a deep appreciation for our democracy. 

For 27 years Scott has challenged every 
student that walks into his classroom to go be-
yond what is expected. His efforts have im-

pacted a generation of students and we in 
Minnesota are lucky to have him. I can think 
of no one else who deserves this award as 
much as he does. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Scott Urban for his life of dedication and serv-
ice to his community and his country. 
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BP DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL 
SPILL 

HON. JOHN J. HALL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam Speaker, 
the tragic BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico has cost the nation billions of 
dollars in economic damages to the United 
States, as well as widespread devastation of 
our natural resources. There is an immediate 
need to act—to stop the leak, clean up the oil, 
and repair our fragile economy and eco-
system. But we will be making an irreparable 
mistake if we do not take this opportunity to 
examine our energy needs for the future. 

Historians will look back on this era as a 
turning point. The BP disaster and its resulting 
damage to our economy and to nature will re-
shape Americans’ support for renewable en-
ergy versus continued dependence on oil. 

It is impossible for us to comprehend the 
magnitude of the oil spill in the Gulf; we may 
not be able to calculate the true costs for 
years. But in the midst of unprecedented trag-
edy, we see hopeful signs of change. 

The military—one of the largest users of en-
ergy—is looking at alternative sources of 
power. In my district in New York’s Hudson 
Valley, the United States Military Academy at 
West Point is beginning to use solar and wind 
energy. 

Renewable energy is being produced in 
other places unimaginable not long ago. More 
than 1,300 billboards in Florida will be con-
verted to solar and wind energy by the Lamar 
Advertising Company. This is notable because 
it showcases renewable energy as a practical 
and accepted corporate solution. 

Further, billboards are visible. The solar 
panels and small wind turbines will create 
awareness about renewable energy, sending a 
message that renewable energy is not some 
far away idealist dream. It’s doable, and it’s 
doable now. 

The kilowatt production from this project will 
be significant. Just as important, the hardware 
is made in the United States. In Times 
Square, office equipment provider Ricoh just 
completed a solar-powered electronic bill-
board. Hardware came from companies based 
in California, Ohio, and Rhode Island. 

Renewable energy is a growth industry here 
at home. In my congressional district, a solar- 
cell company moved into existing manufac-
turing space, which had been vacant. Where 
did the previous jobs go? China. 

My congressional district is also home to 
SpectraWatt, which has started to manufac-
ture advanced silicon photovoltaic cells at the 
Hudson Valley Research Park in Hopewell 
Junction, NY. When I toured this facility with 
Labor Secretary Hilda L. Solis in late March, 
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