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seek compensation from responsible parties 
for damages to human health resulting from 
a release of oil. 

Modernize Federal Maritime Laws: H.R. 
5629 amends the Death on the High Seas Act 
(enacted in 1920) and the Jones Act (enacted 
in 1920) to authorize the recovery of non-pe-
cuniary damages currently allowed under 
general maritime law. Repeals the Limita-
tion of Liability Act of 1851, which limits the 
liability of a ship owner to the value of the 
vessel and freight. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN MARITIME SAFETY 

Americanization of the U.S. Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone: H.R. 5629 requires all vessels (in-
cluding Mobile Offshore Drilling Units 
(MODUs) such as the Deepwater Horizon) en-
gaged in oil drilling activities in the U.S. Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (200-mile zone) to be 
U.S.-flag vessels owned by U.S. citizens. 
Americanization ensures that the vessels are 
subject to U.S. safety regulations and that 
all of these vessels employ U.S. citizens 
(who, thus, pay U.S. taxes). 

Safety Management Plans and Safety 
Standards for Mobile Offshore Drilling Units: 
H.R. 5629 requires that all MODUs develop 
and implement a safety management plan to 
address all activities on the vessel that may 
threaten the safety of the vessel or its crew. 
Requires the U.S. Coast Guard to develop 
standards to address a worst-case event in-
volving a discharge of oil and gas. 

Approval of Oil Spill Response Plans: H.R. 
5629 requires the Coast Guard to concur in 
the oil spill response plan for an offshore fa-
cility (the well). Clarifies the respective au-
thorities of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) with respect to on-
shore facilities. 

Coast Guard Maritime Safety Workforce: 
H.R. 5629 requires the Coast Guard to in-
crease the number of qualified marine in-
spectors, marine casualty investigators, and 
marine safety engineers. 

Licensing Requirements for MODU Cap-
tains: H.R. 5629 requires that a MODU (such 
as the Deepwater Horizon) is, at all times, 
under the command of a licensed and pro-
ficient master who is responsible for the 
safety of both the navigational and indus-
trial functions (e.g., drilling operations) on 
the MODU. 

INCREASED OVERSIGHT OF OIL SPILL RESPONSES 

Evaluation, Approval, and Public Avail-
ability of Oil Spill Response Plans: H.R. 5629 
ensures that EPA, the Coast Guard, and DOT 
have the authority to require owners and op-
erators of vessels and facilities engaged in 
oil-related activities to submit their oil re-
sponse plans for approval, and make the 
plans publicly available. Clarifies that the 
agencies with jurisdiction must review, and, 
where necessary, revise, inspect, and enforce 
the provisions of a vessel or facility oil spill 
response plan. 

Repeal of Response Plan Waivers: H.R. 5629 
repeals the authority for the agencies with 
jurisdiction to allow any tank vessel or on-
shore or offshore facility to operate without 
an approved oil spill response plan. The bill 
preserves waiver authority for nontank ves-
sels. 

Oversight of Oil Spill Claims; Acceleration 
of Claims to the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund: H.R. 5629 authorizes the President, in 
the event of a spill of national significance, 
to require a responsible party (or guarantor) 
to provide the United States with informa-
tion on claims for damages made against the 
responsible party or the Trust Fund. Amends 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to allow claim-

ants to pursue compensation from the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund within 45 days of 
a denial of a claim by the responsible party. 
IMPROVEMENTS IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Use of Dispersants and Other Chemicals: 
H.R. 5629 directs the EPA to undertake a 
rulemaking to revise the list of approved 
dispersants and other chemicals that can be 
used in relation to an oil spill. Directs the 
Administrator to establish minimum tox-
icity and efficacy criteria for dispersants, 
provide for independent verification of indus-
try-provided data, require public disclosure 
of the formula for listed dispersants, and 
provide a mechanism for delisting a dispers-
ant based on potential impacts to human 
health or the environment. Requires specific 
approval of the Federal On-Scene Coordi-
nator, in coordination with EPA, before use 
of a dispersant or other chemical in relation 
to a future oil spill. 

National Oil Spill Database: H.R. 5629 re-
quires the President, acting through EPA, 
the Coast Guard, DOT, and other Federal 
agencies to develop a publicly-available, na-
tional database to track all discharges of oil 
or hazardous substances into the waters of 
the United States, adjoining shorelines, or 
the waters of the contiguous zone. 

Reforms of Federal Agencies, Laws, or Pro-
grams to Ensure Effective Oversight, 
Insspection, Monitoring, and Response Capa-
bilities to an Oil Spill: H.R. 5629 directs the 
National Commission on the BP Deepwater 
Horizon Spill and Offshore Drilling, estab-
lished by Executive Order, to evaluate the 
current division of responsibility among the 
different Federal agencies, and to submit 
recommendations to Congress on changes to 
the current responsibilities of Federal agen-
cies, including the creation of new agencies 
to regulate offshore drilling operations. Re-
quires the Commission to develop rec-
ommendations to ensure that offshore drill-
ing is overseen by career professionals who 
will give safety the highest priority, and not 
be improperly influenced by political ap-
pointees or the regulated industry. 

FUNDING FOR AGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITIES 
Authorized Level of Coast Guard Per-

sonnel: H.R. 5629 authorizes an end-of-year 
strength for active-duty Coast Guard per-
sonnel of 47,300 for fiscal year 2011, of which 
not less than 300 personnel shall be assigned 
to implement the activities required of the 
Coast Guard by this Act. 

Authorization of Appropriations from the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund: H.R. 5629 spe-
cifically authorizes appropriations from the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund for the Coast 
Guard, EPA, and DOT to carry out this Act. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF MA-
RINES CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD, 
JOEL RANGEL, AND CLAYTON 
YOUNG 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor Master Sergeant 
Christopher Lee Arnold, Master Sergeant Joel 
Ascension Rangel, and Gunnery Sergeant 
Clayton Roy Young of the Marine Battle Color 
Detachment who are each retiring after more 
than 20 years of service in the Marine Corps. 

The Battle Color Detachment features the 
U.S. Marine Drum and Bugle Corps, the Silent 

Drill Platoon, and the Marine Corps Color 
Guard. All are attached to Marine Barracks, 
Washington, DC, also known as the ‘‘Oldest 
Post of the Corps.’’ These Marines appear in 
hundreds of ceremonies annually across the 
country and abroad. 

I would like to express my personal grati-
tude to these three Marines who were a part 
of the Marine Battle Color Detachment when 
they visited Connecticut’s First Congressional 
District in October of 2008. In conjunction with 
a traveling replica of the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall during its 25th anniversary, they gave a 
moving performance before the residents of 
the Connecticut State Veterans Home and 
over 3,000 attendees at Rentschler Field in 
East Hartford. These Marines have performed 
and helped facilitate many events such as 
these in Connecticut, across the country and 
around the world, Everywhere the Marine 
Corps Battle Color Detachment performs, they 
instill in all an enormous amount of pride for 
our Armed Forces and the nation as a whole. 
This Congress and the people of the United 
States of America owe these three recently re-
tired Marine NCO’s a significant debt of grati-
tude for all of their service: 

Master Sergeant Christopher Lee Arnold 
began his enlistment on July 1, 1990 and will 
retire on July 31, 2010 after twenty years of 
service. 

Master Sergeant Joel Ascension Rangel 
began his enlistment on September 12, 1989 
and will retire on June 30, 2010 after twenty 
years of service. 

Gunnery Sergeant Clayton Roy Young 
began his enlistment on August 15, 1988 and 
will retire on August 31, 2010 after twenty-two 
years of service. 
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RECOGNITION OF DENNIS GUEST 
FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

HON. MARY JO KILROY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dennis Guest, Executive Director 
of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Author-
ity (CMHA), as he retires from a lifelong ca-
reer as an affordable housing advocate. Dur-
ing 24 years at CMHA, Dennis supervised 250 
employees administering Housing Choice 
Vouchers for approximately 12,500 families, 
distributing over $77,000,000 to rental property 
owners, and managing 3,147 apartments in 
Franklin County, Ohio. 

Dennis facilitated the Rebuilding Lives Initia-
tive and fostered partnerships with the City of 
Columbus, Franklin County, Community Shel-
ter Board, United Way, ADAMH Board, and 
other non-profit organizations to provide the 
best housing and supportive services to 
34,000 residents. As a result of his hard work 
and dedication, CMHA is strategically posi-
tioned for success well into the future. 

Prior to this position, Dennis served as the 
Director of Housing Management at the San 
Francisco Housing Authority and the Executive 
Assistant at the Oakland Housing Authority. 
He was also a VISTA Volunteer at the Seattle 
Housing Authority and Assistant Public Hous-
ing Manager in Detroit, Michigan. 
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