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the Constitution, the legislative veto, the item 
veto, executive privilege, executive lobbying, 
covert spending, the pocket veto, recess ap-
pointments, the budget process, the balanced 
budget amendment, biennial budgeting, and 
presidential impoundment powers. He is re-
nowned as a prolific author of books, text-
books, articles and papers on Congress, the 
Constitution, Presidential power, and other 
topics, all too numerous to list, and was the 
2006 recipient of the Neustadt Book Award for 
Military Tribunals and Presidential Power. 

With gratitude for his contributions to the 
Congress and the Nation, we extend our deep 
respect and heartfelt esteem to Dr. Fisher and 
offer our affectionate wishes for his health and 
happiness in retirement. 
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IN PRAISE OF THE TRANS-
ATLANTIC LEGISLATORS’ DIA-
LOGUE MEETING HELD IN MA-
DRID, SPAIN 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to call the attention of my colleagues in the 
Congress to another successful meeting of the 
Transatlantic Legislators’ Dialogue (TLD) that 
was held in Madrid, Spain from June 4–6, 
2010. Chairwoman SHELLEY BERKLEY, yet 
again, showed her strong commitment to fur-
thering the transatlantic relationship in her 
leadership of a bipartisan delegation, which in-
cluded Vice-Chairman JIM COSTA (D–CA), 
Vice-Chairman CLIFF STEARNS (R–FL), Rep. 
BART GORDON (D–TN), Rep. LINCOLN DIAZ- 
BALART (R–FL), Rep. MARIO DIAZ-BALART (R– 
FL), Rep. PHIL GINGREY (R–GA) and Rep. 
VERN BUCHANAN (R–FL). I wish to recognize 
and thank Chairwoman BERKLEY and the en-
tire U.S. delegation for their contribution to a 
constructive dialogue with Members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament. 

The TLD is the formal response by the Eu-
ropean Parliament and the U.S. Congress to 
the commitment in the New Transatlantic 
Agenda of 1995, which enhances legislative 
ties between the European Union and the 
United States. The TLD biannual meetings 
foster transatlantic discourse and encourage 
the exchange of views on topics of mutual in-
terest. With the additional powers provided by 
the Lisbon Treaty to the European Parliament, 
it is more imperative now that legislators en-
gage in this dialogue and seek joint solutions 
to the pressing issues that affect citizens on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

The most recent meeting in Madrid ad-
dressed a wide range of common challenges, 
including energy security and climate change, 
cooperation in both responding to international 
crises and in providing development aid, and 
current economic challenges within the 
Eurozone, the United States, and the world. 

The session addressing the transatlantic re-
sponse to volatile regions of the world was 
moderated by the Honorable Miguel Angel 
Moratinos, Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and current President of the EU General Af-
fairs Council. Members discussed the Middle 

East, Afghanistan and Pakistan, Iran, Somalia, 
and Cuba and stressed the need for trans-
atlantic engagement to address these shared 
foreign policy interests. 

There was also an extensive session on the 
implications of the Lisbon Treaty for Europe, 
the transatlantic relationship, and the TLD. 
The newly enhanced legislative power of the 
European Parliament reinforces the relevancy 
and importance of TLD meetings in fostering 
transatlantic cooperation. 

In conclusion, I submit the joint statement 
that was agreed upon by American and Euro-
pean legislators at the 68th TLD meeting held 
in Madrid. It underscores the rich agenda of 
this meeting and highlights the many areas in 
which there was strong transatlantic agree-
ment. 

TRANSATLANTIC LEGISLATORS’ DIALOGUE 68TH 
MEETING OF DELEGATIONS 

[From the European Parliament and the 
United States Congress, Madrid, Spain, 3–6 
June 2010, Joint Statement] 

(By Shelley Berkley, Chairwoman, United 
States Congress Delegation; Cliff Stearns, 
Vice Chairman, United States Congress 
Delegation; Jim Costa, Vice Chairman, 
United States Congress Delegation; Elmar 
Brok, MEP, Chairman, European Par-
liament Delegation; Sarah Ludford, MEP, 
Vice Chairwoman, European Parliament 
Delegation; Niki Tzavela, MEP, Vice 
Chairwoman, European Parliament Dele-
gation.) 
We, the Members of the European Par-

liament and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, held our 68th Interparliamen-
tary meeting (Transatlantic Legislators’ 
Dialogue) in Madrid, from 3–6 June 2010. 

Building on the joint statement issued fol-
lowing our last meeting in New York on 4–7 
December 2009, we reasserted the importance 
of regular dialogue on political, social, eco-
nomic and environmental challenges that af-
fect all of our citizens. We agreed to report 
back to our parent bodies on the content and 
outcome of our discussions in Madrid, in par-
ticular in the areas where joint efforts are 
likely to produce positive outcomes. 

The first experiences with the Lisbon trea-
ty, and the enhanced powers it gives to the 
European Parliament, were evaluated and we 
concluded that this emphasizes the need for 
continued and expanded dialogue and inter-
action between legislators in the United 
States Congress and the European Par-
liament. 

In the field of civil liberties, we recognised 
that we share many common values yet we 
also recognised that we may have different 
approaches to finding optimal solutions. It 
was noted that these differences in approach 
are being addressed with a view toward com-
ing to a permanent agreement on the Ter-
rorist Finance Tracking Program (TFTP). 
We welcomed the intensified contacts, also 
on the level of the relevant committees, to 
understand differences and explore common 
ground. We took note of the EU-US and 
Member States 2010 Declaration on Counter-
terrorism of 3 June 2010 ‘Forging a durable 
framework to combat terrorism within the 
rule of law’. 

In the same spirit we discussed issues con-
cerning energy and climate change. We ex-
changed views on adopted legislation on the 
EU side, in particular the 2020 goals, and on 
pending legislation on the US side. We em-
phasized the importance of sustainable poli-
cies on both sides of the Atlantic which 
could facilitate agreement in the larger 

international context. In this respect the up- 
coming COP 16 in Cancun was noted. We dis-
cussed the aim of ‘greening the economy’, in-
cluding alternative energy sources, to pro-
vide the opportunity of enhancing the qual-
ity of the environment and improving the 
economic situation, as well as the perspec-
tive of setting common standards for new 
and environmentally friendly technologies, 
such as electric vehicles. The national secu-
rity implications of energy sources and inde-
pendence were also discussed. 

In the presence of the Director General for 
External Relations of the European Commis-
sion, Mr. Joao Vale de Almeida, the pros-
pects for bilateral and global cooperation be-
tween the EU and the US were discussed and 
our shared commitment for disaster relief in 
third world countries and our common inter-
est in stable and sustainable development in 
all areas of the world were recognized. 

In the presence of the Spanish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and current President of the 
EU General Affairs Council, Mr. Miguel 
Angel Moratinos, we exchanged views on re-
gions in the world where tensions are high. 
In this respect we focused attention on the 
situation in the Middle East, in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, in Iran, Somalia and Cuba. 

An extensive discussion was held on the 
latest financial and economic developments 
in Europe, the US and the world. With regard 
to Europe, government interventions to 
stabilise the situation in Member States and 
the Eurozone are needed. We recognised the 
global character of the crisis and its effects 
and therefore emphasised the importance of 
coordinated action. In this respect the pros-
pects for common approaches regulating the 
financial sectors of the economy were ex-
plored. 

We evaluated the state of play of the 
Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC) and 
ways to enhance EU-US economic coopera-
tion. The transatlantic market should be al-
lowed to develop its full potential in par-
ticular through reducing non-tariff barriers 
and joint efforts to find common standards. 
The importance of a successful outcome of 
the Doha Round was reiterated. We wel-
comed a proposal to submit a TLD paper to 
our respective administrations on ways to 
expand US-EU trade and economic coopera-
tion. 

Finally, we reviewed progress in strength-
ening the Transatlantic Legislators Dia-
logue, in particular: 

—the growing interest in communication 
among Members of our institutions, both in 
general and on specific topics, 

—the strengthening of the TLD in the Con-
gress by enhancing its status, increasing sta-
bility of membership and involving the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

—the opening on 29 April 2010 of the Euro-
pean Parliament Liaison Office (EPLO) in 
Washington, 

—the steps in expanding contacts among 
staff of our institutions, 

and discussed options for further enhanc-
ing it, such as: 

—inviting EU and US officials to provide 
perspectives on strategic issues related to fi-
nancial recovery and economic growth, 

—expanding interaction between the US 
Congress and the European Parliament in 
Brussels and in Washington, including 
through video-conferencing, 

—the possibility of joint hearings and the 
issuance of joint statements. 

In conclusion, we reaffirmed our commit-
ment to strengthening the transatlantic re-
lationship and working in partnership to 
solve common challenges. We pledged to con-
tinue improving the effectiveness of our dia-
logue in order to realise the full potential of 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:18 Jul 29, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\E30JN0.000 E30JN0eh
ie

rs
 o

n 
D

S
K

2V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 156, Pt. 912524 June 30, 2010 
our interparliamentary relationship, as well 
as to ensure the relevance of the TLD’s work 
to the European Parliament and the United 
States Congress. 

ANNEX: STATEMENT ON IRAN 
We, the members of the Transatlantic Leg-

islators Dialogue, condemn the systematic 
violations by the Iranian regime and its 
agencies of the human rights of the Iranian 
people. The actions of the regime are deny-
ing the Iranian people the basic human 
rights as described in the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights. We call on our 
respective Administrations to strengthen 
their efforts to assist the Iranian people in 
achieving the rights that they are due, 
through effective means to counteract the 
regime’s repression. 

We welcome the coordinated strategy and 
concerted action by the US government and 
the European Union to halt the threat posed 
by Iran’s nuclear weapons and ballistic mis-
sile programs. 
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CELEBRATING THE HOWARD K. 
WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHIC AR-
CHIVE PROJECT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Howard K. Watkins Photo-
graphic Archive Project, aptly recognized as 
the current ‘‘Fresno Photo Laureate.’’ 

Since his arrival in Fresno in 1973, Howard 
K. Watkins has been photographing and docu-
menting events in the greater Fresno area. His 
collection of 200,000 photos is the largest of 
its kind and includes: elected officials, commu-
nity and business leaders, members of the ju-
diciary and legal community, celebrities, nu-
merous community groups, parades, political 
rallies, athletes, historic buildings and several 
award winning photographs. 

Influenced by the historic Pop Laval Photo-
graphic Archive Collection and encouraged by 
others, Mr. Watkins has partnered with the 
Fresno Regional Foundation and the Henry 
Madden Library at California State University, 
Fresno to provide a permanent home for all to 
enjoy. Therefore, Fresno State is helping to 
establish the Howard K. Watkins Photographic 
Archive Project with the goal of making the 
photographs publicly accessible as an online 
historical archive. 

Mr. Watkins began taking photos in junior 
high school with a simple Brownie camera. He 
pursued his passion for photography as a 
hobby as a young adult and continued 
throughout his career as an attorney with 
Fresno County Legal Services and the Office 
of Fresno County Counsel. Mr. Watkins be-
came the official photographer for the Fresno 
County Supreme Court and has taken photo-
graphs for the State Bar of California and the 
California Supreme Court. 

Now retired from a distinguished thirty-three 
year career in the legal field, Mr. Watkins is 
devoting most of his time to indexing his pho-
tographic collection and raising the funds 
needed to make his photos accessible for 
generations to come. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
rise with me today to express our appreciation 

for Mr. Watkins’ unwavering dedication and 
commitment to keeping the greater Fresno 
legacy alive through the Howard K. Watkins 
Photographic Archive Project. 
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT ON 
H.R. 5641: TO AMEND TITLE 38, 
U.S.C., TO AUTHORIZE THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
TO PROVIDE NURSING HOME 
CARE FOR VETERANS WHO ARE 
UNABLE TO LIVE INDEPEND-
ENTLY AT NON-DEPARTMENT 
MEDICAL FOSTER HOMES 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, today, I am 
introducing H.R. 5641, a bill to allow the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to enter into 
contracts with adult foster homes to provide 
life-long care to veterans unable to live inde-
pendently. 

Adult foster homes are designed to provide 
non-institutional long-term care to veterans 
who prefer a more personalized, familial set-
ting than traditional nursing homes are able to 
provide. 

VA has been helping to place veterans in 
adult foster homes since 2002 and over time 
more than 600 veterans in need have paid to 
receive such care. As we speak, 219 veterans 
are living in these special homes. 

The need for long term care is increasing as 
veterans from past conflicts get older, and it 
will continue to grow as wounded warriors re-
turn home from Iraq and Afghanistan with se-
vere injuries that require life-long assistance. 
While nursing homes will always be a valuable 
tool for providing lasting care, for some the in-
dividualized, home-like atmosphere of an adult 
foster home is a much more attractive alter-
native than the prospect of moving into a tradi-
tional nursing home. 

The advantages of adult foster homes are 
clear. Veterans who opt for foster home care 
will move into a home owned or rented by 
their chosen foster home caregiver. The care-
giver—who has passed a VA screening, fed-
eral background check, and home inspection 
and agreed to undergo annual training—re-
sides with the veteran and provides them with 
24-hour supervision and personalized care. 
For as long as that veteran resides in the 
home, VA adult foster home coordinators and 
members of a VA Home Care Team will make 
both announced and unannounced visits at 
least three times every month to ensure the 
veteran is safe and the home and caregiver 
are in compliance with VA’s high quality stand-
ards. 

Additionally, the Home Care Team will pro-
vide veterans with comprehensive, inter-
disciplinary primary care and provide the care-
givers with supportive education and training. 

Many veterans who choose to reside in an 
adult foster home would otherwise be in need 
of nursing home care and would qualify for VA 
benefits to receive it. However, because VA is 
not authorized to provide veterans with as-
sisted living benefits, these veterans must pay 

for the care they receive in adult foster homes 
out of their own pockets. 

Twenty four percent of veterans who have 
received care in a Medical Foster Home qual-
ify for VA’s highest priority group due to hav-
ing disabilities rated 50% or more service con-
nected or having otherwise been found unem-
ployable due to service connected conditions. 
Given that many of the veterans who are ben-
efitting from this individualized, non-institu-
tional care are disabled, afflicted with chronic 
disease, often elderly, and frequently 70% or 
more service connected, placing the entire 
cost burden for adult foster homes on their 
backs is no way to thank them for their valiant 
years in service. What’s more, it creates an in-
equity of benefits between those who can af-
ford to pay for such care and those that can-
not. 

The legislation I am introducing today would 
give VA the authority to enter into a contract 
with a certified adult foster home to pay for 
care for certain veterans already eligible for 
VA paid nursing home care. By doing so, it 
would ensure more veterans have the option 
to choose a treatment setting that best suits 
their needs free of financial constraints. 

Our veterans in need of life-long care have 
earned the right to decide which long-term 
care environment would make them feel most 
at home. And, I encourage my colleagues to 
join with me in cosponsoring this legislation to 
make that decision easier. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ADVO-
CATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, the Advocates 
for Self-Government, one of the freedom 
movement’s leading organizations, is cele-
brating their 25th anniversary this year. I am 
pleased to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the Advocates on this anniversary and 
wish them continued success in promoting lib-
erty. 

The Advocates where founded by my friend, 
the late Marshall Fritz. Marshall saw that the 
growth of the freedom movement was handi-
capped by the lack of an organization to help 
activists better communicate the freedom phi-
losophy to the general public. In order to rem-
edy this situation, Marshall rallied a group of 
activists and donors and founded the Advo-
cates in order to teach libertarians how to ef-
fectively communicate their principles. 

Under the leadership of Marshal from 1985 
until 1991; Carole Ann Rand from 1991 until 
1995; and Sharon Harris since 1995; the Ad-
vocates has helped countless libertarians by 
providing them with the intellectual resources 
necessary to effectively battle for a free soci-
ety. 

Without a doubt, the Advocates are best 
known for the ‘‘World’s Smallest Political 
Quiz.’’ Created by Marshall and based on an 
original idea by David Nolan, this quiz graphs 
an individual’s political philosophy based on 
responses to a series of ten questions that 
measure one’s commitment to economic and 
personal liberty. 
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