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our interparliamentary relationship, as well 
as to ensure the relevance of the TLD’s work 
to the European Parliament and the United 
States Congress. 

ANNEX: STATEMENT ON IRAN 
We, the members of the Transatlantic Leg-

islators Dialogue, condemn the systematic 
violations by the Iranian regime and its 
agencies of the human rights of the Iranian 
people. The actions of the regime are deny-
ing the Iranian people the basic human 
rights as described in the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights. We call on our 
respective Administrations to strengthen 
their efforts to assist the Iranian people in 
achieving the rights that they are due, 
through effective means to counteract the 
regime’s repression. 

We welcome the coordinated strategy and 
concerted action by the US government and 
the European Union to halt the threat posed 
by Iran’s nuclear weapons and ballistic mis-
sile programs. 
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CELEBRATING THE HOWARD K. 
WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHIC AR-
CHIVE PROJECT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Howard K. Watkins Photo-
graphic Archive Project, aptly recognized as 
the current ‘‘Fresno Photo Laureate.’’ 

Since his arrival in Fresno in 1973, Howard 
K. Watkins has been photographing and docu-
menting events in the greater Fresno area. His 
collection of 200,000 photos is the largest of 
its kind and includes: elected officials, commu-
nity and business leaders, members of the ju-
diciary and legal community, celebrities, nu-
merous community groups, parades, political 
rallies, athletes, historic buildings and several 
award winning photographs. 

Influenced by the historic Pop Laval Photo-
graphic Archive Collection and encouraged by 
others, Mr. Watkins has partnered with the 
Fresno Regional Foundation and the Henry 
Madden Library at California State University, 
Fresno to provide a permanent home for all to 
enjoy. Therefore, Fresno State is helping to 
establish the Howard K. Watkins Photographic 
Archive Project with the goal of making the 
photographs publicly accessible as an online 
historical archive. 

Mr. Watkins began taking photos in junior 
high school with a simple Brownie camera. He 
pursued his passion for photography as a 
hobby as a young adult and continued 
throughout his career as an attorney with 
Fresno County Legal Services and the Office 
of Fresno County Counsel. Mr. Watkins be-
came the official photographer for the Fresno 
County Supreme Court and has taken photo-
graphs for the State Bar of California and the 
California Supreme Court. 

Now retired from a distinguished thirty-three 
year career in the legal field, Mr. Watkins is 
devoting most of his time to indexing his pho-
tographic collection and raising the funds 
needed to make his photos accessible for 
generations to come. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
rise with me today to express our appreciation 

for Mr. Watkins’ unwavering dedication and 
commitment to keeping the greater Fresno 
legacy alive through the Howard K. Watkins 
Photographic Archive Project. 
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT ON 
H.R. 5641: TO AMEND TITLE 38, 
U.S.C., TO AUTHORIZE THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
TO PROVIDE NURSING HOME 
CARE FOR VETERANS WHO ARE 
UNABLE TO LIVE INDEPEND-
ENTLY AT NON-DEPARTMENT 
MEDICAL FOSTER HOMES 
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OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, today, I am 
introducing H.R. 5641, a bill to allow the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to enter into 
contracts with adult foster homes to provide 
life-long care to veterans unable to live inde-
pendently. 

Adult foster homes are designed to provide 
non-institutional long-term care to veterans 
who prefer a more personalized, familial set-
ting than traditional nursing homes are able to 
provide. 

VA has been helping to place veterans in 
adult foster homes since 2002 and over time 
more than 600 veterans in need have paid to 
receive such care. As we speak, 219 veterans 
are living in these special homes. 

The need for long term care is increasing as 
veterans from past conflicts get older, and it 
will continue to grow as wounded warriors re-
turn home from Iraq and Afghanistan with se-
vere injuries that require life-long assistance. 
While nursing homes will always be a valuable 
tool for providing lasting care, for some the in-
dividualized, home-like atmosphere of an adult 
foster home is a much more attractive alter-
native than the prospect of moving into a tradi-
tional nursing home. 

The advantages of adult foster homes are 
clear. Veterans who opt for foster home care 
will move into a home owned or rented by 
their chosen foster home caregiver. The care-
giver—who has passed a VA screening, fed-
eral background check, and home inspection 
and agreed to undergo annual training—re-
sides with the veteran and provides them with 
24-hour supervision and personalized care. 
For as long as that veteran resides in the 
home, VA adult foster home coordinators and 
members of a VA Home Care Team will make 
both announced and unannounced visits at 
least three times every month to ensure the 
veteran is safe and the home and caregiver 
are in compliance with VA’s high quality stand-
ards. 

Additionally, the Home Care Team will pro-
vide veterans with comprehensive, inter-
disciplinary primary care and provide the care-
givers with supportive education and training. 

Many veterans who choose to reside in an 
adult foster home would otherwise be in need 
of nursing home care and would qualify for VA 
benefits to receive it. However, because VA is 
not authorized to provide veterans with as-
sisted living benefits, these veterans must pay 

for the care they receive in adult foster homes 
out of their own pockets. 

Twenty four percent of veterans who have 
received care in a Medical Foster Home qual-
ify for VA’s highest priority group due to hav-
ing disabilities rated 50% or more service con-
nected or having otherwise been found unem-
ployable due to service connected conditions. 
Given that many of the veterans who are ben-
efitting from this individualized, non-institu-
tional care are disabled, afflicted with chronic 
disease, often elderly, and frequently 70% or 
more service connected, placing the entire 
cost burden for adult foster homes on their 
backs is no way to thank them for their valiant 
years in service. What’s more, it creates an in-
equity of benefits between those who can af-
ford to pay for such care and those that can-
not. 

The legislation I am introducing today would 
give VA the authority to enter into a contract 
with a certified adult foster home to pay for 
care for certain veterans already eligible for 
VA paid nursing home care. By doing so, it 
would ensure more veterans have the option 
to choose a treatment setting that best suits 
their needs free of financial constraints. 

Our veterans in need of life-long care have 
earned the right to decide which long-term 
care environment would make them feel most 
at home. And, I encourage my colleagues to 
join with me in cosponsoring this legislation to 
make that decision easier. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ADVO-
CATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, the Advocates 
for Self-Government, one of the freedom 
movement’s leading organizations, is cele-
brating their 25th anniversary this year. I am 
pleased to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the Advocates on this anniversary and 
wish them continued success in promoting lib-
erty. 

The Advocates where founded by my friend, 
the late Marshall Fritz. Marshall saw that the 
growth of the freedom movement was handi-
capped by the lack of an organization to help 
activists better communicate the freedom phi-
losophy to the general public. In order to rem-
edy this situation, Marshall rallied a group of 
activists and donors and founded the Advo-
cates in order to teach libertarians how to ef-
fectively communicate their principles. 

Under the leadership of Marshal from 1985 
until 1991; Carole Ann Rand from 1991 until 
1995; and Sharon Harris since 1995; the Ad-
vocates has helped countless libertarians by 
providing them with the intellectual resources 
necessary to effectively battle for a free soci-
ety. 

Without a doubt, the Advocates are best 
known for the ‘‘World’s Smallest Political 
Quiz.’’ Created by Marshall and based on an 
original idea by David Nolan, this quiz graphs 
an individual’s political philosophy based on 
responses to a series of ten questions that 
measure one’s commitment to economic and 
personal liberty. 
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