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Beginning in 1985, Officer O’Neal worked as 

a full-time police officer. He worked on a vari-
ety of assignments, including patrol, detective, 
two assignments as a Motorcycle Officer, and 
as SWAT team member. 

During his 34 years of service, his true pas-
sion was investigating drug-related crimes. Not 
only was he widely respected in the law en-
forcement community as a Drug Recognition 
Expert Instructor, but also by those who he ar-
rested because of the fair and understanding 
manner he treated everyone. In 1999, the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
and the California Highway Patrol recognized 
Officer O’Neal for arresting over 100 drug- or 
alcohol-impaired drivers. He was selected as 
the Officer of the Year for his outstanding ac-
complishments. 

Throughout his career, Officer O’Neal 
served as a Field Training Officer and was re-
sponsible for training dozens of officers. His 
passion for new and innovative firearms and 
safety training brought the most realistic train-
ing scenarios possible to fellow officers. 

He gave everything he had to the depart-
ment and its members, and set a fine example 
of responsibility and dedication. 

I join the City of Pleasanton in applauding 
Officer O’Neal’s leadership within the 
Pleasanton Police Department and expressing 
appreciation for his commitment to public safe-
ty. He is an outstanding role model for others 
in law enforcement to follow and I wish him 
well in his retirement. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GULF 
COAST RESTORATION ACT 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to announce the introduction of the Gulf 
Coast Restoration Act, legislation that would 
create jobs and national service positions to 
clean and restore the Gulf Coast, and help re-
build communities throughout the Gulf Coast 
region. Funding for these jobs and services 
would be provided by BP in accordance with 
the company’s liability under the Oil Pollution 
Act of 1990. 

We have now learned twice—both in the 
wake of the Exxon Valdez spill and the ongo-
ing cleanup of this disaster—that oil compa-
nies will never hold themselves accountable 
for their mistakes. Negotiating or trying to work 
with oil companies is futile. We have heard 
from BP over and over again that it is pre-
pared to fund the cleanup of the Gulf Coast 
and compensate those whose livelihoods have 
been devastated by the spill. And over and 
over again, the American public has seen how 
unprepared BP was to handle a catastrophic 
event like the Deepwater Horizon incident. It’s 
going to take Congress and the Administration 
to force oil companies to do their fair share. 
This bill will both help clean up the Gulf and 
provide a much-needed infusion of jobs into 
the region. 

I want to thank Representatives ISRAEL, 
HIMES, CONNOLLY, LANGEVIN, SUTTON, HIN-
CHEY, BLUMENAUER, and JOHN LEWIS for sign-

ing on as original co-sponsors. I also want to 
thank the continued commitment of the 54 
members of the Sustainable Energy and Envi-
ronment Coalition, who have endorsed the bill 
and whose dedication has been invaluable. 

An estimated one million Gulf Coast resi-
dents will likely face permanent job loss as a 
result of the Deepwater Horizon accident, and 
experts predict that it will take years, if not 
decades, to recover from the environmental 
devastation. We’ve already heard that some 
fisheries and ecosystems will likely never fully 
recover. If we learned anything from the 
Exxon Valdez spill, it’s that we’re going to 
need an enormous and continued effort to 
clean up this mess, and this bill will help us do 
just that. 
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HONORING OFFICERS DAVID 
CURTIS AND JEFFREY KOCAB 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the lives of David Curtis and 
Jeffrey Kocab, Tampa police officers who 
were shot and killed in the line of duty Tues-
day morning. Both officers were highly revered 
by their peers. 

Officer Curtis is remembered fondly for his 
positive outlook on life, his rational demeanor, 
and his devotion to this family. Many of those 
who know him comment about his dedication 
to his wife, Kelly, and four sons Austin, Sean, 
Tyler, and Hunter. He chose to work midnight 
shifts so that he would have more time to 
spend with them. 

Officer Kocab is described as a highly moti-
vated individual—active and productive—al-
ways looking for the ‘‘bad guys’’ and an ex-
ceptional learner. He exuded a caring and 
compassionate temperament toward those 
around him. His colleagues comment that his 
family was the main focus of his life. He was 
tragically taken from his pregnant wife, Sara. 

Fine officers such as David Curtis and Jef-
frey Kocab, who so selflessly sacrifice their 
lives, keep us safe in our communities. 
Though truly proud to have such upstanding 
officers in my community, it is with great re-
morse that I rise and commemorate their lives. 
It is such a tragedy that these remarkable men 
were taken at the prime of their lives. I extend 
my condolences to their families, friends, and 
colleagues. Although I did not have the honor 
of knowing Officer Curtis or Officer Kocab, I 
am thankful to know that because of their tire-
less work, so many lives have been enhanced 
and made safer. 
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IN HONOR OF ROBIN MOSELEY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, during my 17-year service in the 
South Carolina State Senate, I met many 

dedicated Senate staffers who were devoted 
to serving the public. One of the most out-
standing was Robin McIntyre Moseley of Irmo 
who was always enthusiastic about being ac-
countable and accessible. She has been the 
right hand of State Senate Education Com-
mittee Chairman John Courson, who has been 
so successful serving South Carolina pro-
moting quality education. 

Robin is retiring on July 1, 2010, and her 
service was recognized by the South Carolina 
State Senate Resolution below that was 
unanimously adopted: 

A SENATE RESOLUTION 

CONGRATULATING ROBIN MCINTYRE MOSELEY ON 
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT FROM THE 
STAFF OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE, 
THANKING HER FOR HER DEDICATION TO THE 
PEOPLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND WISHING 
HER WELL IN ALL OF HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS 

Whereas, the members of the Senate have 
learned that Robin Moseley, Director of Re-
search for Higher Education with the Senate 
Education Committee, will be retiring on 
July 1, 2010; and 

Whereas, Senator John E. Courson hired 
Robin in January 1991 to assist him in his 
Senate office; and 

Whereas, as Senator Courson’s Chief of 
Staff, Robin has faithfully and compas-
sionately assisted the people of Senate Dis-
trict 20, Richland and Lexington Counties, 
and throughout the State for twenty legisla-
tive sessions; and 

Whereas, Robin has had a distinguished ca-
reer of public service working for the Senate 
Invitations Committee and the Senate Edu-
cation Committee; and 

Whereas, Robin McIntyre Moseley is from 
Marion, South Carolina and is the daughter 
of Dorothy Dozier ‘‘Dot’’ McIntyre and the 
late Robert Joseph McIntyre; and 

Whereas, Robin has two brothers, Joe and 
Al, and one sister, Betsy; and 

Whereas, Robin is the proud mother of 
Scott Moseley, married to Melinda Moseley, 
and is the doting grandmother, known as 
’’Grandma Robin,’’ to Alex and Kate; and 

Whereas, Robin is a faithful and active 
member of McGregor Presbyterian Church in 
Irmo where she is an elder and Sunday 
school teacher, and has served as Clerk of 
the Session; and 

Whereas, Robin is an involved member of 
the Irmo community and was the longest 
serving president of the Ballentine-Dutch 
Fork Civic Association; and 

Whereas, in her free time, Robin enjoys 
gardening and photography. In 2005, she was 
honored when one of her many wonderful 
State House photographs graced the cover of 
the 2005 Legislative Manual; and 

Whereas, Robin’s decision to retire from 
her current position will leave her time to 
delight in caring for her grandchildren and 
spend time on her family’s farm in Marion 
where her mother and siblings reside; and 

Whereas, it is fitting and proper for the 
members of the South Carolina Senate to 
recognize Robin’s achievements on the occa-
sion of her retirement. Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate: 
That the members of the Senate, by this 

resolution, congratulate Robin McIntyre 
Moseley on the occasion of her retirement 
from the staff of the South Carolina Senate, 
thank her for her dedication to the people of 
South Carolina, and wish her well in all of 
her future endeavors. 

Be it further resolved that a copy of this res-
olution be forwarded to Robin Moseley. 
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TRIBUTE TO MS. EDNA MITCHELL- 

STEWART 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to one of the most admired, 
most loved and most influential members of 
my community, and of my congressional dis-
trict. She was not a minister, she was not a 
physician, she was not an athlete, she was 
not a gangster and she was not a public edu-
cator or well known philanthropist. She was a 
queen, the queen of soul, the queen of soul 
food. She was the owner of Edna’s Soul Food 
Restaurant where she fed kings and queens 
but never lost the common touch. 

Edna and her father, the late Mr. Sam 
Mitchell Sr. opened Edna’s in the 1960’s and 
operated a number of businesses in the Gar-
field Park Community. Their good food, per-
sonality and community spirit propelled Edna’s 
into becoming a community institution. 

During his stay in Chicago, it was one of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s, favorite eating places 
and of course they fed him and his staff often 
times for free. Over the years Edna’s became 
the place to be, it was a meeting place for 
ministers, politicians, business persons and 
others. I have held regular meetings there for 
both my political and government activities. 

Mayors, governors, Presidents, entertainers, 
athletes and other well known personalities 
were there on a regular basis. Edna and her 
family were not just proprietors; they were a 
community institution, her parents, her sisters, 
including Judge Judy Mitchell Davis, her broth-
er Sam, Sister Alice, all contributed greatly to 
the community. One former governor always 
called it Edna’s Kitchen and would inquire 

about meeting there. Governor Pat Quinn ear-
lier this year proclaimed Edna’s Day while 
feasting on black-eyed peas and cornbread. 

Edna would hire young people and help 
them go to college. I cannot count the times 
she asked me about scholarships and finan-
cial aid for students. 

Edna did more than just manage a res-
taurant. She was a guidance counselor, a 
community resource, she hired people fresh 
out of prison, she fed the hungry, she clothed 
those who were naked, and she gave hope to 
the hopeless and provided help for the help-
less. She was active in her church, partici-
pated in politics and played a substantial role 
in community affairs. 

Although Edna is gone, her spirit lives on in 
her recipes and in her legacy of generosity. 
Goodbye to our Queen of Soul . . . that is soul 
food. 

f 

HONORING VENEZUELAN INDE-
PENDENCE DAY ON JULY 5, 2010 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, on July 5th, just one day 
after we celebrate our country’s birth, Ven-
ezuela will celebrate its independence from 
Spain. 

The Venezuelan people know and love free-
dom, but that land of heroes has been hi-
jacked by a crazy, corrupt dictator, Hugo Cha-
vez. 

His government has limited freedom of the 
press by forcing independent TV stations and 
newspapers to shut down, has silenced its 
critics by jailing opposition party members and 

even members of the judiciary, and continues 
to put millions of dollars in the hands of terror-
ists and narco-traffickers around the world. 
Chavez has also deepened ties with Iran, 
through training exercises with Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps Qods Force. 

Chavez is leading his nation down the road 
to tyranny and that, Madame Speaker, is un-
acceptable. Venezuela is the land of Simon 
Bolivar, home to his decedents, freedom-lov-
ing people who value liberty, justice and the 
rule of law. 

As Chavez furthers his corrupt and anti- 
democratic activities in our hemisphere, the 
United States must stand firm on the side of 
freedom and support our democratic allies in 
the region and all the people who value demo-
cratic principles, both inside and outside of 
Venezuela. 

I want to thank and commend all Ven-
ezuelans living in exile in the United States for 
their dedication and commitment to preserving 
their culture and ensuring that freedom, de-
mocracy and justice once again ring true in 
Venezuela. 

South Florida is home to the largest Ven-
ezuelan and Venezuelan American community 
in the United States. They have embraced the 
values and ideals that we as Americans hold 
true. They make valuable contributions to our 
Nation, serve in our military, and take an ac-
tive part in the democratic process. 

At the same time, they hold tight to their tra-
ditions, culture and language, work tirelessly 
to support and promote democracy in Ven-
ezuela and hope to one day soon be a part of 
a democratic Venezuela. 

On their day of Independence, I urge the 
United States to stand in solidarity with the 
Venezuelan people in their struggle to pre-
serve freedom and restore democracy. 
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