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TRIBUTE TO MS. EDNA MITCHELL- 

STEWART 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to one of the most admired, 
most loved and most influential members of 
my community, and of my congressional dis-
trict. She was not a minister, she was not a 
physician, she was not an athlete, she was 
not a gangster and she was not a public edu-
cator or well known philanthropist. She was a 
queen, the queen of soul, the queen of soul 
food. She was the owner of Edna’s Soul Food 
Restaurant where she fed kings and queens 
but never lost the common touch. 

Edna and her father, the late Mr. Sam 
Mitchell Sr. opened Edna’s in the 1960’s and 
operated a number of businesses in the Gar-
field Park Community. Their good food, per-
sonality and community spirit propelled Edna’s 
into becoming a community institution. 

During his stay in Chicago, it was one of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s, favorite eating places 
and of course they fed him and his staff often 
times for free. Over the years Edna’s became 
the place to be, it was a meeting place for 
ministers, politicians, business persons and 
others. I have held regular meetings there for 
both my political and government activities. 

Mayors, governors, Presidents, entertainers, 
athletes and other well known personalities 
were there on a regular basis. Edna and her 
family were not just proprietors; they were a 
community institution, her parents, her sisters, 
including Judge Judy Mitchell Davis, her broth-
er Sam, Sister Alice, all contributed greatly to 
the community. One former governor always 
called it Edna’s Kitchen and would inquire 

about meeting there. Governor Pat Quinn ear-
lier this year proclaimed Edna’s Day while 
feasting on black-eyed peas and cornbread. 

Edna would hire young people and help 
them go to college. I cannot count the times 
she asked me about scholarships and finan-
cial aid for students. 

Edna did more than just manage a res-
taurant. She was a guidance counselor, a 
community resource, she hired people fresh 
out of prison, she fed the hungry, she clothed 
those who were naked, and she gave hope to 
the hopeless and provided help for the help-
less. She was active in her church, partici-
pated in politics and played a substantial role 
in community affairs. 

Although Edna is gone, her spirit lives on in 
her recipes and in her legacy of generosity. 
Goodbye to our Queen of Soul . . . that is soul 
food. 
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HONORING VENEZUELAN INDE-
PENDENCE DAY ON JULY 5, 2010 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, on July 5th, just one day 
after we celebrate our country’s birth, Ven-
ezuela will celebrate its independence from 
Spain. 

The Venezuelan people know and love free-
dom, but that land of heroes has been hi-
jacked by a crazy, corrupt dictator, Hugo Cha-
vez. 

His government has limited freedom of the 
press by forcing independent TV stations and 
newspapers to shut down, has silenced its 
critics by jailing opposition party members and 

even members of the judiciary, and continues 
to put millions of dollars in the hands of terror-
ists and narco-traffickers around the world. 
Chavez has also deepened ties with Iran, 
through training exercises with Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps Qods Force. 

Chavez is leading his nation down the road 
to tyranny and that, Madame Speaker, is un-
acceptable. Venezuela is the land of Simon 
Bolivar, home to his decedents, freedom-lov-
ing people who value liberty, justice and the 
rule of law. 

As Chavez furthers his corrupt and anti- 
democratic activities in our hemisphere, the 
United States must stand firm on the side of 
freedom and support our democratic allies in 
the region and all the people who value demo-
cratic principles, both inside and outside of 
Venezuela. 

I want to thank and commend all Ven-
ezuelans living in exile in the United States for 
their dedication and commitment to preserving 
their culture and ensuring that freedom, de-
mocracy and justice once again ring true in 
Venezuela. 

South Florida is home to the largest Ven-
ezuelan and Venezuelan American community 
in the United States. They have embraced the 
values and ideals that we as Americans hold 
true. They make valuable contributions to our 
Nation, serve in our military, and take an ac-
tive part in the democratic process. 

At the same time, they hold tight to their tra-
ditions, culture and language, work tirelessly 
to support and promote democracy in Ven-
ezuela and hope to one day soon be a part of 
a democratic Venezuela. 

On their day of Independence, I urge the 
United States to stand in solidarity with the 
Venezuelan people in their struggle to pre-
serve freedom and restore democracy. 
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