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Those stray bullets wounded Ameri-
cans and damaged American prop-
erties. Bandits raided ranches and at-
tacked border towns. There was law-
lessness on the border frontier. History 
is repeating itself. 

But in 1911, President Taft took swift 
action. He deployed the Cavalry from 
Fort Bliss to the border and to the 
areas along the border. They stopped 
the violence on American lives and 
property. But today, this administra-
tion is missing in action on the border. 
Meanwhile, the border war continues. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

DANGERS ON THE ROAD 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, as we celebrate the coming Inde-
pendence Day holiday, I note with sad-
ness that more American teenagers are 
killed in auto accidents over the July 4 
weekend than any other time of the 
year. From 1995 to 2006, over 76,000 
Americans between 15 and 20 years of 
age died in motor vehicle crashes, an 
average of 122 teenage deaths per week. 

Parents can’t always be in the pas-
senger seat; but we, as a Nation, can 
help our teens drive safely through 
graduated driver’s license programs 
which allow young drivers time to de-
velop their skill and road awareness be-
fore they receive a full unrestricted li-
cense. Graduated driver’s license pro-
grams save lives. California saw a 40 
percent drop in passenger deaths and 
injuries resulting from crashes involv-
ing 16-year-old drivers in the first 3 
years after adopting a graduated driv-
er’s license program, and other States 
have seen similar results. 

I have introduced bipartisan legisla-
tion that would require States to intro-
duce graduated driver’s licenses in-
formed by best practices from existing 
State programs, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it. I also urge all 
Americans, especially teenagers, to 
make an effort to drive safely this 
weekend. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DAVIE COUN-
TY’S WHIT MERRIFIELD ON 
GAME-WINNING RBI IN COLLEGE 
WORLD SERIES 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Whit Merrifield of Ad-
vance, North Carolina, who brought in 
the winning run in the 11th inning for 
the University of South Carolina to 
win the NCAA’s College World Series 
over UCLA. Merrifield’s game-winning 
hit capped a two-game sweep of UCLA 
for South Carolina and helped the 
Gamecocks capture their first-ever 
College World Series title. The team’s 

coach called his historic game-winning 
hit ‘‘the biggest hit of his career,’’ and 
I couldn’t agree more. 

Merrifield, who is the son of Bill and 
Kissy Merrifield, comes from a family 
of North Carolina athletes. He played 
for Davie County High School, was on 
the 2007 South Carolina/North Carolina 
All-Star Select Team, hit .400 his sen-
ior year at Davie High and .464 his jun-
ior year, and was a two-time all-State 
selection. And after his history-making 
RBI for the Gamecocks, his family, 
friends and the people of Davie County, 
North Carolina, are proud to call him 
their own. 

f 

OBAMA FAILS TO PROTECT 
AMERICAN JOBS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, an 
Associated Press poll found that only 
36 percent of Americans approve of the 
President’s handling of immigration, 
and only 42 percent approve of the way 
he is handling employment. This is no 
coincidence. Illegal immigration and 
unemployment are directly linked. 
There are 15 million unemployed Amer-
icans in the United States and 8 mil-
lion illegal immigrants in the labor 
force. We could cut unemployment in 
half simply by reclaiming the jobs 
taken by illegal workers. 

President Obama is on the wrong side 
of the American people when it comes 
to immigration. The President should 
support policies that help jobless citi-
zens and legal immigrants find the jobs 
they need and deserve rather than not 
enforce immigration laws. 

President Obama has failed to pro-
tect American jobs. 

f 
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LOUISIANA SEAFOOD IS SAFE 

(Mr. MELANCON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of thousands of Lou-
isiana families that have worked tire-
lessly in the seafood industry to deliver 
shrimp, oysters, crab and countless va-
rieties of fish to restaurants and mar-
kets across this country. 

While the news coverage of the BP oil 
spill is constantly reminding us that 
we are facing the largest environ-
mental disaster in our Nation’s his-
tory, it is imperative that we prevent 
another disaster from developing, that 
of the death of the Louisiana seafood 
industry. 

I come to the floor today to let you 
know that Louisiana seafood on the 
market is safe to eat. There’s daily 
testing, as never before, of all seafood 
catches, by local, State, Federal ex-
perts and scientists. 

To aide in this oversight, Congress-
man BOYD of Florida and I sent a letter 
to the President requesting that a sea-
food safety task force be assembled. 
Their mission would be to further en-
sure the safety and wholesomeness of 
gulf-harvested commercial seafood 
products that are being presently gath-
ered. 

Some areas of our coastline are now 
closed to fishing. These closures are 
necessary and should underscore our 
steadfast commitment to consumer 
safety. But the world must know that 
approximately 40 percent of our oyster 
areas are open and harvesting, and 70 
percent of our coast remains open to 
commercial and recreational fishing. 

f 

THE COSTS OF THE IRAQ AND AF-
GHANISTAN WARS ARE TOO 
HIGH 
(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, accord-
ing to both the Congressional Research 
Service and the Center for Defense In-
formation, the costs for the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan will reach over $1 
trillion by the end of this year. Today 
we are being asked to approve many 
billions more in a supplemental war 
appropriations bill. 

There has never been anything con-
servative about these wars. This is 
world government at its worst. We 
have never had any wars in the past 
with so much waste, fraud, and abuse, 
and so many billions ripped from the 
taxpayers by Pentagon contractors. 
Fiscal conservatives should be the ones 
most horrified by all this spending. 

The worst thing is the loss of young 
American lives, when Iraqi and Afghani 
troops should have been doing this 
fighting. And there’s really no telling 
how much we will have to pay out in 
future medical and disability costs. 

Defense contractors have so many re-
tired admirals and generals to lobby 
for them that they keep requesting and 
getting more money. But these wars 
have gone on far too long already. We 
should bring our troops and, especially, 
our rip-off contractors home. 

f 

LONG-TERM BRIDGE 
PERFORMANCE PROGRAM 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
bring attention to an important initia-
tive of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration called the Long-Term Bridge 
Performance program. This program is 
proudly being led by Rutgers Center for 
Advance Infrastructure and Transpor-
tation in New Jersey. 

The Long-Term Bridge Performance 
program is envisioned as a 20-year com-
prehensive examination of our nation’s 
‘‘workhorse’’ highway bridges. 
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