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hand, posed a more difficult set of questions: 
‘what is the nexus of sick care to health care 
transition, individual responsibility (vs. govern-
mental obligation) and VA access and treat-
ment issues?’ 

All told, the outcomes of the Congressional 
Black Caucus Veterans Braintrust ‘Coming 
Home’ forum (including the Howard University 
PTSD Symposium) can be measured in terms 
of: (1) three summary reports (a) Resulting 
Trauma: Identifying the Signs, Symptoms & 
Impact of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in 
African Americans; (b) Coming Home: 
Transitioning from Military Service to Civilian 
Life & Veterans Stakeholders Roundtable Dis-
cussion, Part II; and (c) Affirming Life: Suicide 
Prevention & Intervention in Communities of 
Color; (2) potential enhancements for Rep-
resentative CHARLES RANGEL’s legislation 
(H.R. 1963) and recommendations for CBC 
Chairwoman BARBARA LEE’s (D–CA), Task 
Force on Veterans; (3) an outline of questions 
for future GAO research in the following three 
critical areas: (a) veterans’ homelessness, (b) 
women veterans, particularly those single par-
ents with children, and (c) mental health, es-
pecially PTSD, TBI, depression, suicide, and 
mental illness stigma; (4) the successful 
launching of a new round of issues education 
outreach workshops based on content and in-
formation from September 25th’s Veterans 
Braintrust (2010 New Abstracts: Meeting the 
Needs of African American Homeless Vet-
erans; U.S. Military Personnel: Women & Vet-
erans of African Descent; & The Veterans 
Braintrust as a Strategic Intervention); (5) un-
covered or identified at least four clearly rel-
evant, but essentially unanswered questions 
with implications for veterans policy in the fu-
ture: (a) why are Iraq and Afghanistan combat 
returnees not using the system, or VA serv-
ices?, (b) why are African American veterans 
disproportionately represented among the 
homeless?, (c) why are only one-third of the 
entire veterans population enrolled in the VA?, 
and (d) what is the most effective method for 
advocating the VA system’s needed 21st cen-
tury transformation, especially, with respect to 
cultural competence and cultural diversity, or 
racial, ethnic, and gender differences based 
on veteran’s health equity? Last, but not least, 
several recommendations for legislative con-
sideration or action in the future. 

The evening’s gala reception, ‘‘Saluting Vet-
erans & Their Support Organizations’’ and ‘‘Af-
rican Americans in Transportation,’’ featuring 
special musical guest Chuck Brown, the ‘God-
father of Go-Go’, was sponsored by the Asso-
ciation of American Railroads and the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute and recognized me for my 
work as Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on 
Railroads, Pipelines and Hazardous Materials. 
The U.S. Army’s Freedom Team Salute 
awardees included Lt. Col. William Calbert, 
USA, Ret., William Dabney, Herculano Dias, 
Sgt. Maj. Yolanda Glover, USA, Ret., Col 
Kathaleen Harris, USA, Ret., Stanley Murphy, 
Capt., USA, Vietnam, MSgt. Edwards Posey, 
USA, Ret., Dovey Johnson Roundtree, USA, 
WWII, Horace Taylor, USA, WWII, and Dr. 
James Woodard, Ed.D., JD, Capt., USA, Viet-
nam. Emile Milne, Legislative Director for the 
Hon. CHARLES RANGEL (D–NY) was presented 
the Citizens Beneficiary Award by the Mike 
Handy Foundation & Fund for his unique con-

tribution to our Nation’s veterans, along with 
2009 Veterans Braintrust awardees, including: 
Dr. E. Curtis Alexander, Leroy Archible, Lt. 
Gen. Julius Becton, Jr., USA, Ret., Aseneth 
(Mays) Blackwell, Maj. Gen. Joseph Carter, 
Dr. Darlene Collins, Roy Foster, C.R. Gibbs, 
Brig. Gen. Stayce Harris, Wanda Ruth Lee, 
BGen. Allyson Solomon, Barbara Ward, Maj. 
Gen. (Ret.) Enoch Williams, Joe Wilson, Jr., 
Eddie Beard Veterans Home, 9th Ordinance 
Training Battalion Alumni Association, The 
Units K-West & B-East (US) Reunion Booster 
Club, The Friends of Charlton Gardens, Sister 
Soldiers Project, African American Veterans 
Project of Lancaster County, Dayton African 
American Legacy Institute, The Legacy Mu-
seum of African American History—Much in 
Demand Exhibit, Tangipahoa African American 
Heritage Museum & Black Veterans Archives. 

Furthermore, in trying to capture the mood 
of the moment during the festive 2009 awards 
ceremony honoring veterans, their families, 
and friends the word that best describes the 
long, rich legacy of African American military 
contributions is ‘‘Service’’, not money. They 
admirably and nobly performed service to God 
and country despite the challenges of race 
and discrimination. And, no less important, 
their ‘‘Service’’ to family and friends con-
stituted the essential building block of commu-
nity. 

Finally, as a member of the Veterans 
Braintrust leadership I want to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to speakers, panelists, au-
thors, and attendees, but particularly Dr. Frank 
Smith, Jr., Dr. William Lawson, Dr. Donna Hol-
land Barnes, Guileine Kraft, Jason Young, 
Jean Davis, Constance Burns, Dr. Clarence 
Willie, Edna Wells Handy, Dr. Diane Elmore, 
Lucretia McClenney, Ralph Cooper, Robert 
Blackwell, Ervin Russell and T. Michael Sul-
livan, as well as congressional staff members 
Roshan Hodge, Lee Footer, Emile Milne, 
Robin Peguero, Kristen Rice-Jones, Holly 
Biglow, and Jonathan Halpern for what can 
only be described as, the best ever Veterans 
Braintrust.’ 

I want to once again thank the presenters at 
the forums and awardees for their long, rich 
legacy of service, both in the military abroad 
and in the fight for equal rights at home. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
HIV TESTING DAY & IN GRATI-
TUDE OF DENNY MOE’S SUPER-
STAR BARBERSHOP SECOND AN-
NUAL CUTTING FOR A CURE 48 
HOUR MARATHON 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
in recognition of an outstanding act of commu-
nity service by the organization and non-profit, 
Cutting For A Cure, and its founder, Dennis 
Mitchell. I am proud of the work being done by 
extraordinary people in the fight to bring 
awareness and combat very serious health 
issues, like HIV/AIDS, which has dispropor-
tionately affected Blacks, women and other 
minority members of the Harlem community 

and the city at large. At the forefront of that 
movement is Denny Moe’s Barbershop and 
Cutting for a Cure, a community based organi-
zation founded to increase the awareness of 
preventive health care and the importance of 
early detection and screening. 

In hosting the 2nd Annual Cutting for a Cure 
event, a 48 hour hair-cutting, medical screen-
ing and entertainment marathon which com-
menced on June 25 and ended on June 27, 
in partnership with National HIV Testing Day 
to gain exposure for its cause, the organiza-
tion employed the help of volunteer barbers, 
entertainers, doctors, nurses and medical 
technicians to cause a tangible effect in Har-
lem by raising the awareness of early screen-
ing as a means of preventive health mainte-
nance. 

With a mobile medical van and team of 
medical personnel on location, the organiza-
tion offered screening for diseases ranging 
from diabetes, high blood pressure and hyper-
tension, high cholesterol, breast, prostate and 
colon cancer, asthma, kidney disease, and of 
course, hepatitis and HIV/AIDS in its effort to 
provide people with the means of early detec-
tion. Doctors have repeatedly offered evidence 
that early diagnosis of certain diseases such 
as cancers of the colon and the prostate give 
those who are diagnosed early ability to ag-
gressively combat their illness in the hope of 
eliminating it and continuing their lives free of 
disease. 

I would like to formally commend Cutting for 
a Cure for its work in raising health awareness 
and promoting early diagnosis of the health 
issues which unevenly affect minorities in our 
urban centers. The aim of the organization is 
to offer free health screening clinics with the 
support of local and corporate business spon-
sorship, area hospitals and health care profes-
sionals to provide local residents an oppor-
tunity to get tested right in their own neighbor-
hoods and on their commercial streets and 
blocks. With help from sponsors such as the 
National Black Leadership Commission on 
AIDS, St. Luke’s Roosevelt, Harlem Hospital 
Center, Central Harlem Health Revival, Har-
lem United, Barbershop Quartet, Apple Bank, 
The New York Times, Crunch Gyms and 
many others, Cutting for a Cure is effectively 
addressing an epidemic of preventable dis-
ease and death right here in Harlem, through-
out my Congressional District and the greater 
New York City at large. 

Founder, Mr. Dennis Mitchell, affectionately 
known as Denny Moe, is the Harlem barber-
shop owner of Denny Moe’s Superstar Barber-
shop and the catalyst for the creation of Cut-
ting for a Cure. Denny Moe was diagnosed 
earlier this year with Type II diabetes and has 
used his detection and influence in the com-
munity as a business owner to take action 
with the end goal of bettering lives. Inspired by 
the health concerns and issues he heard from 
his many customers who sat in the chairs of 
his barber shop and friends and family mem-
bers who became affected by disease and 
various cancers, he noticed a pattern of cer-
tain diseases affecting his customers more 
than others and the tragedy of people dying 
due to being diagnosed too far along into their 
illnesses. 

Denny realized that something must be 
done to stem the tide of African Americans 
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who were losing their lives unnecessarily pre-
maturely due to lack of awareness and inad-
equate health care. That realization was the 
seed for the birth of Cutting for a Cure and the 
work began to offer the community help in the 
form of education and medical evaluation. Em-
phasizing the importance of periodic check- 
ups and healthy living in order to prevent dis-
ease is the means used by Denny Moe’s Su-
perstar Barbershop to help the people of Har-
lem and the community around him in his ef-
fort to highlight the disparity in the quality of 
health care offered in urban communities 
across the nation. 

Madam Speaker, the efforts of this organi-
zation to effect positive change in the lives of 
other New Yorkers is invaluable and I am hon-
ored to commend its work. The organization’s 
motto of ‘‘One ounce of prevention is worth 
more than a pound of cure’’ is an ideal which 
it promotes heavily while educating the com-
munity that disease prevention is the best 
method of living a healthy life. The citizens of 
New York City can only benefit from individ-
uals and organizations such as Mr. Dennis 
‘‘Denny Moe’’ Mitchell and Cutting for a Cure 
as they enrich the lives of others as they con-
tinue to help our community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE STICKBALL 
HALL OF FAME ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE INDUCTION OF ITS 
2010 HONOREES 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Stickball Hall of Fame, an insti-
tution that promotes and preserves the great 
athletic tradition of stickball that has been a 
mainstay of urban life in America and has 
helped countless youths learn about the pre-
cepts of fair play, teamwork, and the pursuit of 
excellence. The Stickball Hall of Fame has 
recognized and commemorated a sport which 
truly represents the spirit and innovation that 
exemplifies New York, our nation’s greatest 
city. 

Adapted from and closely linked to our great 
national pastime of baseball, stickball helped 
transform the urban landscape of 20th century 
America. Since the 1920s, the game of 
stickball has been an important team sport in 
cities across the country, where it served to 
strengthen personal relationships between 
families and friends, and forged strong bonds 
within the communities in which it was played. 

In 1968 in New York City, a group known as 
the 111th Street Old Timers was formed. It or-
ganized an annual festival centered around 
the game of stickball. In 1999 the group began 
to focus its efforts on reaching out to the kids 
and seniors within the community. The group 
raised money to send youths to summer 
camp, established a scholarship fund, and dis-
tributed toys to children in hospitals. Today we 
honor this organization for its meaningful con-
tributions to the citizens of New York City. 

In 2000, the 111th Street Old Timers found-
ed the Stickball Hall of Fame in order to rec-
ognize the pastime which made these chari-

table works possible. The Hall of Fame is 
dedicated to preserving the game of stickball 
as well as commemorating great players and 
community activists for whom stickball was a 
beloved pastime. Annually, four to six mem-
bers recognized for skills both in the game of 
stickball and for their community service are 
inducted into the Stickball Hall of Fame. Addi-
tionally, this year, the organization will pay 
tribute to a great player and citizen, Charlie 
Rivera, founder of the Puerto Rican Stickball 
League, who passed away in May 2010. 

The current president of the Stickball Hall of 
Fame, Carlos Diaz, exemplifies the spirit of 
selfless service. He has long been devoted to 
community activism, serving on the advisory 
boards of many important institutions, includ-
ing those of Con Edison and New York Tele-
phone, the East Harlem Baseball Federation, 
and the George Conroy Educational Fund. He 
served as chairman of the East Harlem Coun-
cil for Community Improvement, and founded 
a group called the Explorer’s Program in 
which junior high school students were ex-
posed to careers in healthcare. Last month, 
his years of tireless and effective community 
service were recognized and honored by the 
Community Advisory Board of Metropolitan 
Hospital. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of the tre-
mendous contributions made to the civic life of 
our nation by the game of stickball by its most 
skilled players, I request that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in paying tribute to the 
Stickball Hall of Fame, which has helped pre-
serve a great American tradition and is an in-
spiration to us all. 
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JOSE ANTONIO ‘‘ANTHONY’’ 
ROCHE, JR. OF NOLANVILLE, 
TEXAS 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to recognize and honor the life of Jose Anto-
nio ‘‘Anthony’’ Roche, Jr. who was born in 
Chicago, IL, on November 11, 1976. In 1995, 
at the age of 17, Anthony joined the U.S. 
Army. As a Specialist (SPC) he served as a 
fuel and electrical systems repairer. He per-
formed direct support and general support 
maintenance on fuel and electrical systems of 
wheel and track vehicles, brake system com-
ponents, and on internal combustion engines 
associated with power generation equipment 
or material handling equipment. Anthony re-
ceived the National Defense Service Medal/ 
ARMY service ribbon. 

After leaving the service, he was gainfully 
employed and hardworking his entire life. He 
worked for Cuttler Hammer of Puerto Rico. His 
most recent job was with Palau/Raytheon. On 
April 29, 2010, he returned home after serving 
one year in Q West, Iraq. He was working with 
many aircraft in distress and he assisted pilots 
as he grew in his knowledge of aircraft and 
skills. 

Anthony had a passion for fast cars and 
motorcycles. On May 1, 2010, he was found 
dead at his residence garage. 

Jose is survived by his beloved father Jose, 
his mother Victoria, his sister Vickie, his broth-
ers Jose, Edgardo and Alexander and his two 
English Bull Terrier dogs, Rocco and Maximo, 
better known as his ‘‘kids.’’ 

I offer my prayers and sympathy to the 
Roche family for the loss of Anthony and ap-
preciate his service to the United States Army. 
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CONGRATULATING SPIRIT 
AEROSYSTEMS ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE GRAND OPENING 
OF THEIR NEW MANUFACTURING 
FACILITY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Spirit AeroSystems on 
the grand opening of their new facility that will 
build major components for the Airbus A350 
aircraft. 

Spirit AeroSystems recently completed con-
struction of a 500,000 square foot manufac-
turing facility in Kinston, North Carolina at the 
Global Transpark. Spirit AeroSystems will em-
ploy over 1,000 individuals who will be respon-
sible for building the main fuselage and por-
tions of the wings for Airbus’ Xtra-Wide-Body 
A350 passenger aircraft. 

Based in Wichita, Kansas, Spirit 
AeroSystems could have built a manufacturing 
facility anywhere in the world. But they chose 
eastern North Carolina, and I am grateful for 
their decision. 

Madam Speaker, I represent the fourth 
poorest Congressional district in the country. 
The daily struggle to make ends meet for 
many of my constituents is an unfortunate re-
ality. More than anything, eastern North Caro-
lina needs good-paying jobs. And I hope that 
other companies who are looking to expand 
will see the great success and mutually bene-
ficial relationship Spirit AeroSystems and 
Lenoir County have fostered. Eastern North 
Carolina’s ready workforce and strategic loca-
tion provide a competitive advantage for any 
organization. 

North Carolina has a strong history of avia-
tion. In 1903, the Wright Brothers took to flight 
in, Kitty Hawk, North Carolina—about 150 
miles from where the Spirit AeroSystems facil-
ity is located today. As we all know, the Wright 
Brothers are credited with inventing and build-
ing the world’s first successful airplane, and I 
am confident that Spirit AeroSystems will be 
credited with revolutionizing the aviation indus-
try in eastern North Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Spirit AeroSystems on 
the grand opening of their new manufacturing 
facility. I thank Spirit AeroSystems for the trust 
and confidence they have in the State of North 
Carolina, the Eastern Region, and most impor-
tantly the local, homegrown people that will 
proudly serve Spirit AeroSystems and their 
customers. 
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