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who were losing their lives unnecessarily pre-
maturely due to lack of awareness and inad-
equate health care. That realization was the 
seed for the birth of Cutting for a Cure and the 
work began to offer the community help in the 
form of education and medical evaluation. Em-
phasizing the importance of periodic check- 
ups and healthy living in order to prevent dis-
ease is the means used by Denny Moe’s Su-
perstar Barbershop to help the people of Har-
lem and the community around him in his ef-
fort to highlight the disparity in the quality of 
health care offered in urban communities 
across the nation. 

Madam Speaker, the efforts of this organi-
zation to effect positive change in the lives of 
other New Yorkers is invaluable and I am hon-
ored to commend its work. The organization’s 
motto of ‘‘One ounce of prevention is worth 
more than a pound of cure’’ is an ideal which 
it promotes heavily while educating the com-
munity that disease prevention is the best 
method of living a healthy life. The citizens of 
New York City can only benefit from individ-
uals and organizations such as Mr. Dennis 
‘‘Denny Moe’’ Mitchell and Cutting for a Cure 
as they enrich the lives of others as they con-
tinue to help our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE STICKBALL 
HALL OF FAME ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE INDUCTION OF ITS 
2010 HONOREES 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Stickball Hall of Fame, an insti-
tution that promotes and preserves the great 
athletic tradition of stickball that has been a 
mainstay of urban life in America and has 
helped countless youths learn about the pre-
cepts of fair play, teamwork, and the pursuit of 
excellence. The Stickball Hall of Fame has 
recognized and commemorated a sport which 
truly represents the spirit and innovation that 
exemplifies New York, our nation’s greatest 
city. 

Adapted from and closely linked to our great 
national pastime of baseball, stickball helped 
transform the urban landscape of 20th century 
America. Since the 1920s, the game of 
stickball has been an important team sport in 
cities across the country, where it served to 
strengthen personal relationships between 
families and friends, and forged strong bonds 
within the communities in which it was played. 

In 1968 in New York City, a group known as 
the 111th Street Old Timers was formed. It or-
ganized an annual festival centered around 
the game of stickball. In 1999 the group began 
to focus its efforts on reaching out to the kids 
and seniors within the community. The group 
raised money to send youths to summer 
camp, established a scholarship fund, and dis-
tributed toys to children in hospitals. Today we 
honor this organization for its meaningful con-
tributions to the citizens of New York City. 

In 2000, the 111th Street Old Timers found-
ed the Stickball Hall of Fame in order to rec-
ognize the pastime which made these chari-

table works possible. The Hall of Fame is 
dedicated to preserving the game of stickball 
as well as commemorating great players and 
community activists for whom stickball was a 
beloved pastime. Annually, four to six mem-
bers recognized for skills both in the game of 
stickball and for their community service are 
inducted into the Stickball Hall of Fame. Addi-
tionally, this year, the organization will pay 
tribute to a great player and citizen, Charlie 
Rivera, founder of the Puerto Rican Stickball 
League, who passed away in May 2010. 

The current president of the Stickball Hall of 
Fame, Carlos Diaz, exemplifies the spirit of 
selfless service. He has long been devoted to 
community activism, serving on the advisory 
boards of many important institutions, includ-
ing those of Con Edison and New York Tele-
phone, the East Harlem Baseball Federation, 
and the George Conroy Educational Fund. He 
served as chairman of the East Harlem Coun-
cil for Community Improvement, and founded 
a group called the Explorer’s Program in 
which junior high school students were ex-
posed to careers in healthcare. Last month, 
his years of tireless and effective community 
service were recognized and honored by the 
Community Advisory Board of Metropolitan 
Hospital. 

Madam Speaker, in recognition of the tre-
mendous contributions made to the civic life of 
our nation by the game of stickball by its most 
skilled players, I request that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in paying tribute to the 
Stickball Hall of Fame, which has helped pre-
serve a great American tradition and is an in-
spiration to us all. 
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JOSE ANTONIO ‘‘ANTHONY’’ 
ROCHE, JR. OF NOLANVILLE, 
TEXAS 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to recognize and honor the life of Jose Anto-
nio ‘‘Anthony’’ Roche, Jr. who was born in 
Chicago, IL, on November 11, 1976. In 1995, 
at the age of 17, Anthony joined the U.S. 
Army. As a Specialist (SPC) he served as a 
fuel and electrical systems repairer. He per-
formed direct support and general support 
maintenance on fuel and electrical systems of 
wheel and track vehicles, brake system com-
ponents, and on internal combustion engines 
associated with power generation equipment 
or material handling equipment. Anthony re-
ceived the National Defense Service Medal/ 
ARMY service ribbon. 

After leaving the service, he was gainfully 
employed and hardworking his entire life. He 
worked for Cuttler Hammer of Puerto Rico. His 
most recent job was with Palau/Raytheon. On 
April 29, 2010, he returned home after serving 
one year in Q West, Iraq. He was working with 
many aircraft in distress and he assisted pilots 
as he grew in his knowledge of aircraft and 
skills. 

Anthony had a passion for fast cars and 
motorcycles. On May 1, 2010, he was found 
dead at his residence garage. 

Jose is survived by his beloved father Jose, 
his mother Victoria, his sister Vickie, his broth-
ers Jose, Edgardo and Alexander and his two 
English Bull Terrier dogs, Rocco and Maximo, 
better known as his ‘‘kids.’’ 

I offer my prayers and sympathy to the 
Roche family for the loss of Anthony and ap-
preciate his service to the United States Army. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SPIRIT 
AEROSYSTEMS ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE GRAND OPENING 
OF THEIR NEW MANUFACTURING 
FACILITY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Spirit AeroSystems on 
the grand opening of their new facility that will 
build major components for the Airbus A350 
aircraft. 

Spirit AeroSystems recently completed con-
struction of a 500,000 square foot manufac-
turing facility in Kinston, North Carolina at the 
Global Transpark. Spirit AeroSystems will em-
ploy over 1,000 individuals who will be respon-
sible for building the main fuselage and por-
tions of the wings for Airbus’ Xtra-Wide-Body 
A350 passenger aircraft. 

Based in Wichita, Kansas, Spirit 
AeroSystems could have built a manufacturing 
facility anywhere in the world. But they chose 
eastern North Carolina, and I am grateful for 
their decision. 

Madam Speaker, I represent the fourth 
poorest Congressional district in the country. 
The daily struggle to make ends meet for 
many of my constituents is an unfortunate re-
ality. More than anything, eastern North Caro-
lina needs good-paying jobs. And I hope that 
other companies who are looking to expand 
will see the great success and mutually bene-
ficial relationship Spirit AeroSystems and 
Lenoir County have fostered. Eastern North 
Carolina’s ready workforce and strategic loca-
tion provide a competitive advantage for any 
organization. 

North Carolina has a strong history of avia-
tion. In 1903, the Wright Brothers took to flight 
in, Kitty Hawk, North Carolina—about 150 
miles from where the Spirit AeroSystems facil-
ity is located today. As we all know, the Wright 
Brothers are credited with inventing and build-
ing the world’s first successful airplane, and I 
am confident that Spirit AeroSystems will be 
credited with revolutionizing the aviation indus-
try in eastern North Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Spirit AeroSystems on 
the grand opening of their new manufacturing 
facility. I thank Spirit AeroSystems for the trust 
and confidence they have in the State of North 
Carolina, the Eastern Region, and most impor-
tantly the local, homegrown people that will 
proudly serve Spirit AeroSystems and their 
customers. 
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CONGRATULATING RICHARD L. 

HARRIS ON JOINING THE NAFCU 
BOARD 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Richard Harris on his recent 
election to the Board of Directors at the Na-
tional Association of Federal Credit Unions, 
NAFCU. 

Mr. Harris has shown tremendous leader-
ship at Caltech Federal Credit Union, where 
he currently serves as president and CEO, as 
well as treasurer of the Caltech Credit Union 
Board of Directors. Undoubtedly, NAFCU will 
benefit greatly from Mr. Harris’s vast experi-
ence in credit union management which dates 
back to 1981. 

Over the years Mr. Harris has been an ac-
tive member of the NAFCU family and is a 
welcomed addition to the board at a time 
when Congress has taken up legislation that 
would significantly reform the financial serv-
ices sector and the way credit unions do busi-
ness. 

It is because of the good work and leader-
ship of Richard and others like him that the 
credit union community enjoys the success it 
has today. Such service is the hallmark of 
credit unions and I wish Mr. Harris the best of 
luck in his new role as a member of the 
NAFCU Board of Directors. I look forward to 
working with him in this capacity and I ask my 
colleagues to join me today in congratulating 
Richard on this achievement. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE REV. DR. 
FRANK WITMAN 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
memory of the Rev. Dr. Frank Witman, a 
close, personal friend of my wife, Janice, and 
me, who passed away on Tuesday. 

Frank Witman had a calmness about him 
that belied his inner strength. He arrived in- 
Simi Valley, California, in the summer of 1969 
to assume the post of senior pastor of the 
United Methodist Church of Simi Valley. It is 
not an understatement to say that the city was 
blessed by his presence. 

Frank was the sixth of seven consecutive 
generations of United Methodist pastors on his 
father’s side and the third of four consecutive 
generations on his mother’s side. After serving 
as a pastor in Rialto and Pomona, he an-
chored his roots in Simi Valley and branched 
out into every aspect of community life. 

In 1978, Frank founded the chaplain pro-
gram for the Simi Valley Police Department 
and for more than 30 years served as the de-
partment’s senior chaplain. He provided com-
fort, counseling, prayers and support during 
most of the city’s traumatic and tragic events, 
including the untimely death of Officer Michael 
Clark. His support of the city and its police of-

ficers earned him the department’s Volunteer 
of the Year Award in 1997, the department’s 
Lifetime Service Award in 2007, and recogni-
tion from the Simi Valley City Council in 2008. 

When not at his church or the Police De-
partment, Frank could frequently be found at 
Simi Valley Hospital, where he was a charter 
member of the Simi Valley Hospital Board 
Strategic Planning Committee, visiting church 
members and others in need. Following his re-
tirement from the church in 1997, he remained 
active as a volunteer chaplain for the hospital, 
filling in for the staff chaplains as needed. Ear-
lier this year, the hospital named its chapel the 
Witman Chapel in honor of his years of serv-
ice. 

In 1990, I had the honor of nominating 
Frank to offer a prayer to open a session of 
the House of Representatives as guest Chap-
lain, which he did on May 2, 1990. 

Frank also co-authored a book on world 
hunger and two books on church administra-
tion. He served as an adjunct faculty member 
at the Claremont School of Theology from 
1992–2000, teaching church administration 
with his coauthors in four states. 

Frank was recognized numerous times for 
his unselfish devotion, including the Paul Har-
ris Award, one of the highest honors Rotary 
International bestows upon an individual, and 
the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Strathearn Lifetime Achievement Award. 

He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Elsie; 
sons, Mark and Paul; their wives, Luene and 
Barbara; and grandchildren, Lauren and Peter, 
as well as his two older brothers, Harold and 
Henry. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues will 
join Janice and me in offering our condolences 
to Elsie and the Witman family, and in remem-
bering a remarkable man whose life of service 
will live on in all those whose lives he 
touched. 

f 

HONORING MR. MATTHEW 
LEONARD SIMMONS, JR. 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to the life and legacy 
of the late Mr. Matthew Leonard Simmons, Jr., 
a constituent in the congressional district I rep-
resent. It is with both profound sadness, but 
also an enduring sense of gratitude that I rec-
ognize him for the tremendous inspiration he 
provided to the South Florida community. 

Mr. Simmons was born on January 31, 1956 
in Miami, Florida to Mrs. Blanche Simmons 
and the late Mr. Matthew L. Simmons, Sr. He 
was a product of the Miami-Dade Public 
School System and graduated from Miami 
Jackson Senior High School. 

Soon thereafter, Mr. Simmons faithfully and 
patriotically served his country by joining the 
United States Army’s 82nd Airborne Division. 
He attained the rank of sergeant before being 
honorably discharged in 1979. 

Mr. Simmons was blessed with a loving 
family who took pleasure in every aspect of 
his life and his interests. I offer my heartfelt 
condolences to the Simmons family. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and all the 
members of this esteemed legislative body to 
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life 
and accomplishments of Mr. Matthew Leonard 
Simmons, Jr. He will be missed by all who 
knew him, and I appreciate this opportunity to 
pay tribute to him before the United States 
House of Representatives. While he will in-
deed be missed, his legacy, as well as the 
outstanding contributions he made to South 
Florida and our nation as a United States 
Army veteran will live on. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE PARK 
RIDGE FINE ARTS SOCIETY ON 50 
YEARS OF SUMMER CONCERTS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Park Ridge Find Arts Soci-
ety as they celebrate 50 years of providing 
free summer concerts for the community. The 
purpose of the Park Ridge Fine Arts Society is 
to provide a musical showcase and the means 
for enjoyment of serious music through free 
community concerts, and to engage in such 
activities and programs that will foster all of 
the fine arts. The concerts draw crowds of 
1,500 to 3,500 people, with a season total of 
more than 30,000 concertgoers. 

These concerts are a wonderful way not 
only to bring beautiful, professional music to 
the community, but also to bring neighbors to-
gether and build a sense of community. Sum-
mer in Park Ridge is enriched by these won-
derful weekly concerts in Hodges Park. 

Frank York established the Park Ridge Fine 
Arts Symphony Orchestra and the Park Ridge 
Fine Arts Society 50 years ago and remained 
at the helm of the organization, driven by his 
vision of excellence, until 2005. Throughout 
the organization’s history, it has maintained 
the highest artistic standards. The Park Ridge 
Fine Arts Symphony Orchestra is produced 
and coordinated by the Park Ridge Fine Arts 
Society to perform the summer concerts. It is 
a fully professional orchestra, made up of su-
perb musicians from throughout the Chicago 
area, devoted to bringing the excitement and 
beauty of great classical music to the north-
west suburbs. 

I want to recognize the great work of the 
people who make sure that the concerts are of 
the highest quality and are available to the 
community each summer: Barbara Schubert, 
musical director and conductor; Emily Toy 
Kosaka, president; Daniel Aranda, vice presi-
dent; Dennis Van Mieghem, treasurer; Dawn 
Himley-Grandi, secretary; and the board of di-
rectors: Ken Boyce, Pam Boyce, Kevin P. 
Costello, Doug Crawford, Mike Grandi, Mary 
Jersey, Russ Jersey, Jim Lange, Paul 
Lundberg, Debbie Maggio, Mike Maggio, Jack 
Owens, Christel Owens, and Nancy Tordai. 

The orchestra and its concert series in Park 
Ridge is truly one of the great jewels of the 
northwest suburbs. 
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