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CONGRATULATING RICHARD L. 

HARRIS ON JOINING THE NAFCU 
BOARD 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Richard Harris on his recent 
election to the Board of Directors at the Na-
tional Association of Federal Credit Unions, 
NAFCU. 

Mr. Harris has shown tremendous leader-
ship at Caltech Federal Credit Union, where 
he currently serves as president and CEO, as 
well as treasurer of the Caltech Credit Union 
Board of Directors. Undoubtedly, NAFCU will 
benefit greatly from Mr. Harris’s vast experi-
ence in credit union management which dates 
back to 1981. 

Over the years Mr. Harris has been an ac-
tive member of the NAFCU family and is a 
welcomed addition to the board at a time 
when Congress has taken up legislation that 
would significantly reform the financial serv-
ices sector and the way credit unions do busi-
ness. 

It is because of the good work and leader-
ship of Richard and others like him that the 
credit union community enjoys the success it 
has today. Such service is the hallmark of 
credit unions and I wish Mr. Harris the best of 
luck in his new role as a member of the 
NAFCU Board of Directors. I look forward to 
working with him in this capacity and I ask my 
colleagues to join me today in congratulating 
Richard on this achievement. 
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IN MEMORY OF THE REV. DR. 
FRANK WITMAN 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
memory of the Rev. Dr. Frank Witman, a 
close, personal friend of my wife, Janice, and 
me, who passed away on Tuesday. 

Frank Witman had a calmness about him 
that belied his inner strength. He arrived in- 
Simi Valley, California, in the summer of 1969 
to assume the post of senior pastor of the 
United Methodist Church of Simi Valley. It is 
not an understatement to say that the city was 
blessed by his presence. 

Frank was the sixth of seven consecutive 
generations of United Methodist pastors on his 
father’s side and the third of four consecutive 
generations on his mother’s side. After serving 
as a pastor in Rialto and Pomona, he an-
chored his roots in Simi Valley and branched 
out into every aspect of community life. 

In 1978, Frank founded the chaplain pro-
gram for the Simi Valley Police Department 
and for more than 30 years served as the de-
partment’s senior chaplain. He provided com-
fort, counseling, prayers and support during 
most of the city’s traumatic and tragic events, 
including the untimely death of Officer Michael 
Clark. His support of the city and its police of-

ficers earned him the department’s Volunteer 
of the Year Award in 1997, the department’s 
Lifetime Service Award in 2007, and recogni-
tion from the Simi Valley City Council in 2008. 

When not at his church or the Police De-
partment, Frank could frequently be found at 
Simi Valley Hospital, where he was a charter 
member of the Simi Valley Hospital Board 
Strategic Planning Committee, visiting church 
members and others in need. Following his re-
tirement from the church in 1997, he remained 
active as a volunteer chaplain for the hospital, 
filling in for the staff chaplains as needed. Ear-
lier this year, the hospital named its chapel the 
Witman Chapel in honor of his years of serv-
ice. 

In 1990, I had the honor of nominating 
Frank to offer a prayer to open a session of 
the House of Representatives as guest Chap-
lain, which he did on May 2, 1990. 

Frank also co-authored a book on world 
hunger and two books on church administra-
tion. He served as an adjunct faculty member 
at the Claremont School of Theology from 
1992–2000, teaching church administration 
with his coauthors in four states. 

Frank was recognized numerous times for 
his unselfish devotion, including the Paul Har-
ris Award, one of the highest honors Rotary 
International bestows upon an individual, and 
the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Strathearn Lifetime Achievement Award. 

He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Elsie; 
sons, Mark and Paul; their wives, Luene and 
Barbara; and grandchildren, Lauren and Peter, 
as well as his two older brothers, Harold and 
Henry. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues will 
join Janice and me in offering our condolences 
to Elsie and the Witman family, and in remem-
bering a remarkable man whose life of service 
will live on in all those whose lives he 
touched. 
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HONORING MR. MATTHEW 
LEONARD SIMMONS, JR. 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to the life and legacy 
of the late Mr. Matthew Leonard Simmons, Jr., 
a constituent in the congressional district I rep-
resent. It is with both profound sadness, but 
also an enduring sense of gratitude that I rec-
ognize him for the tremendous inspiration he 
provided to the South Florida community. 

Mr. Simmons was born on January 31, 1956 
in Miami, Florida to Mrs. Blanche Simmons 
and the late Mr. Matthew L. Simmons, Sr. He 
was a product of the Miami-Dade Public 
School System and graduated from Miami 
Jackson Senior High School. 

Soon thereafter, Mr. Simmons faithfully and 
patriotically served his country by joining the 
United States Army’s 82nd Airborne Division. 
He attained the rank of sergeant before being 
honorably discharged in 1979. 

Mr. Simmons was blessed with a loving 
family who took pleasure in every aspect of 
his life and his interests. I offer my heartfelt 
condolences to the Simmons family. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and all the 
members of this esteemed legislative body to 
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life 
and accomplishments of Mr. Matthew Leonard 
Simmons, Jr. He will be missed by all who 
knew him, and I appreciate this opportunity to 
pay tribute to him before the United States 
House of Representatives. While he will in-
deed be missed, his legacy, as well as the 
outstanding contributions he made to South 
Florida and our nation as a United States 
Army veteran will live on. 
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CONGRATULATING THE PARK 
RIDGE FINE ARTS SOCIETY ON 50 
YEARS OF SUMMER CONCERTS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Park Ridge Find Arts Soci-
ety as they celebrate 50 years of providing 
free summer concerts for the community. The 
purpose of the Park Ridge Fine Arts Society is 
to provide a musical showcase and the means 
for enjoyment of serious music through free 
community concerts, and to engage in such 
activities and programs that will foster all of 
the fine arts. The concerts draw crowds of 
1,500 to 3,500 people, with a season total of 
more than 30,000 concertgoers. 

These concerts are a wonderful way not 
only to bring beautiful, professional music to 
the community, but also to bring neighbors to-
gether and build a sense of community. Sum-
mer in Park Ridge is enriched by these won-
derful weekly concerts in Hodges Park. 

Frank York established the Park Ridge Fine 
Arts Symphony Orchestra and the Park Ridge 
Fine Arts Society 50 years ago and remained 
at the helm of the organization, driven by his 
vision of excellence, until 2005. Throughout 
the organization’s history, it has maintained 
the highest artistic standards. The Park Ridge 
Fine Arts Symphony Orchestra is produced 
and coordinated by the Park Ridge Fine Arts 
Society to perform the summer concerts. It is 
a fully professional orchestra, made up of su-
perb musicians from throughout the Chicago 
area, devoted to bringing the excitement and 
beauty of great classical music to the north-
west suburbs. 

I want to recognize the great work of the 
people who make sure that the concerts are of 
the highest quality and are available to the 
community each summer: Barbara Schubert, 
musical director and conductor; Emily Toy 
Kosaka, president; Daniel Aranda, vice presi-
dent; Dennis Van Mieghem, treasurer; Dawn 
Himley-Grandi, secretary; and the board of di-
rectors: Ken Boyce, Pam Boyce, Kevin P. 
Costello, Doug Crawford, Mike Grandi, Mary 
Jersey, Russ Jersey, Jim Lange, Paul 
Lundberg, Debbie Maggio, Mike Maggio, Jack 
Owens, Christel Owens, and Nancy Tordai. 

The orchestra and its concert series in Park 
Ridge is truly one of the great jewels of the 
northwest suburbs. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:14 Jul 24, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR10\E01JY0.000 E01JY0eh
ie

rs
 o

n 
D

S
K

2V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T17:44:41-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




