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Africa, animal cruelty and the welfare of his 
home of Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Mighty Sparrow’s accomplishments in-
clude multiple Trinidad and Tobago Road 
March Competition titles, multiple Calypso 
Monarch titles, an honorary doctorate from the 
University of the West Indies, and his contribu-
tions to music and society led then-mayor Ed 
Koch to proclaim March 18th, 1986 ‘‘The 
Mighty Sparrow Day.’’ 

I hope all of my colleagues will join me in 
celebrating the birthday and extraordinary 
body of work that The Mighty Sparrow has 
contributed during his career as a lyricist, 
composer, singer, comedian and entertainer. 
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INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION 
THAT HONORS THE PATRIOT 
GUARD RIDERS 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, I come be-
fore you today to offer a resolution that honors 
a group of fine Americans, the Patriot Guard 
Riders. Established in November of 2005, the 
Patriot Guard Riders were created to counter 
protesters of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
who sought to disrupt the funerals of our he-
roes who died serving our country. Today, the 
Patriot Guard Riders are over 190,000 mem-
bers strong and they dedicate themselves to a 
mission of preventing interruptions at funerals 
honoring those servicemen and women who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice protecting 
our nation. 

To date, the Patriot Guard Riders have par-
ticipated in over 17,000 missions honoring our 
heroes around the country. They have also 
distinguished themselves in countless other 
ways, to include the establishment of the Fall-
en Warrior Scholarship Fund for U.S. military 
family members, visiting veteran’s hospitals, 
and giving financial assistance to the families 
of our fallen heroes. 

Madam Speaker, as we approach this Inde-
pendence Day, it is appropriate to recognize 
these great Americans who have dedicated 
themselves to protecting the solemnity of the 
final farewells of those who died while serving 
to preserve the liberties that we exercise here 
in this House today. It is the actions of patriots 
like these, those who readily stand to support 
our fallen heroes, that help make this nation 
great. 
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MR. ARTHUR J. MYERS 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to pay tribute to Mr. Arthur J. Myers. He 
served his country for almost 50 years, pro-
viding deployable combat support for 
warfighters and community services for those 
left behind. I have been privileged to work with 
him for a number of years on issues of con-
cern to military members and their families. 

Mr. Myers enlisted in the Air Force and 
served 20 years in key morale, welfare, and 
recreation, MWR, and financial positions. His 
civilian career took him from club manager to 
director of MWR for several major commands. 
He was hand-picked to become the first dep-
uty director for the new Air Force MWR orga-
nization, and was later promoted to the Direc-
tor of Air Force Services. 

His leadership and vision shaped one of the 
most progressive and expansive quality of life 
programs in the military, with significant posi-
tive impact on Airmen and their families. 

He deployed Airmen to provide foodservice, 
lodging, fitness, and other programs for contin-
gency operations, personally visiting even the 
most remote sites and forward bases. 

His ‘‘Fit to Fight’’ program resulted in a 30 
percent increase in fitness center usage, a 2- 
point improvement in fitness scores, and an 
aggressive program to upgrade fitness facili-
ties. 

He expanded quality affordable child care 
by over 4,000 spaces and established a new 
subsidy for those unable to get into base 
childcare facilities, saving parents money and 
keeping family emergencies from disrupting 
the mission. 

He operated the port mortuary at Dover Air 
Force Base for members of all Services killed 
in action, others who die overseas, and occa-
sionally victims of Stateside mass casualties. 
His plan for media access to the Dover Mor-
tuary was approved by the President, revers-
ing a long-standing ban on media coverage for 
the arrival of remains of fallen military mem-
bers. 

He pioneered the Survivor Assistance Pro-
gram to assist families of deceased members, 
and later expanded the program to care for 
Airmen wounded in action. 

He energized industry leaders, trade groups 
and professional associations to sponsor new 
programs and services, scholarships, pro-
motional activities, training and certification 
program for managers and staff, and outreach 
programs. 

He testified at numerous Congressional 
hearings, and met often with the First Lady 
and senior Administration leaders on programs 
to enhance quality of life for service members 
and their families. 

Mr. Myers was consistently recognized with 
numerous military and civilian awards, includ-
ing three Presidential Rank Awards and the 
Department of Defense Distinguished Civilian 
Service Award. He received the Leadership 
Award from the International Military Commu-
nity Executives Association, a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the American Logis-
tics Association, and a National Service to 
Youth Award from the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America, which also inducted him into their 
Alumni Hall of Fame. However, his highest 
honor came when the top senior enlisted lead-
ers in the Air Force made him an honorary 
Chief Master Sergeant. 

Over the years, Mr. Myers built a highly-ef-
fective team to maintain our Nation’s number 
one weapons system: the Airmen. His efforts 
tied directly to Air Force success in combat 
arenas and on the home front. As he retires 
now for the second time, I want to thank him 
on behalf of the citizens of this country. He 
leaves a lasting legacy of support for genera-

tions of Airmen and their families, and I know 
he will continue to be a strong advocate for 
them. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
THE ANNUAL FREEDOM CELE-
BRATION OF THE WESTSIDE VET 
CENTER OF PARMA, OHIO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of the staff and 
volunteers of the Westside Vet Center of 
Parma, Ohio. Their dedication to providing 
quality health care services to the men and 
women who have sacrificed for our nation de-
serves the deepest gratitude. 

The lives of many veterans and their fami-
lies have been improved by the outreach ef-
forts of the Westside Vet Center. The Center 
provides vital resources, including services 
and assistance focused on their emotional, 
psychological, medical, financial, and employ-
ment needs. 

The quality support provided by the 
Westside Vet Center is the least that can be 
done for the veterans in our community—our 
brothers, sisters, sons and daughters, moth-
ers, fathers, grandmothers and grandfathers— 
thousands of whom have suffered great per-
sonal loss resulting from their service. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and tribute of the staff and volun-
teers of the Westside Vet Center as they cele-
brate the Westside Vet Center’s Annual Free-
dom Celebration. Their service and sacrifice 
will always be remembered and honored. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE 400TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY OF 
HAMPTON 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I am privi-
leged to rise today to honor the 400th Anniver-
sary of the City of Hampton, Virginia. 

I am pleased to recognize and honor the 
City of Hampton as it celebrates its 400th An-
niversary on July 9, 2010. The City of Hamp-
ton is America’s first and oldest continuous 
English-speaking settlement. It is one of seven 
major cities that comprise the Hampton Roads 
areas, and is located on the southeastern end 
of the Virginia Peninsula and borders the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

On April 30, 1607, Captain John Smith land-
ed at Strawberry Banks. Three years later, on 
July 9, 1610, English Colonists established a 
small town at the entrance of the James River 
and the Chesapeake Bay. Well-situated, the 
area became one of the leading ports in 
America and the entrance to the Common-
wealth of Virginia with many settlers passed 
by its shores before moving into the interior. 

Early settlers also saw the strategic defen-
sive importance of the area, establishing Old 
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