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MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senator permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Illinois. 
f 

HEALTH CARE APPOINTMENT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the 
speech which the Senate just heard 
from the minority leader on the Repub-
lican side is consistent with the Repub-
lican position on health care reform. 
They opposed it. They voted against it. 
They want it to fail. They do not want 
to give this health care reform a 
chance. 

It is interesting that although they 
oppose health care reform, I have yet 
to hear the first Republican Senator 
come to the floor and suggest: Well, 
the first thing we need to do is to make 
sure we eliminate—eliminate—the tax 
credits and deductions for America’s 
small businesses to help pay for health 
insurance that were part of the health 
care reform plan. 

I have never heard them say that. 
They opposed the plan. Do they oppose 
the help we are going to give small 
businesses across America to afford 
health insurance for their employees? 
That is what repeal is all about. 

Secondly, I have never heard a Re-
publican Senator come to the floor and 
say: We want to repeal the $250 check 
which will be sent to thousands of 
Americans currently under Social Se-
curity, Medicare prescription Part D, 
to help pay for the gap in coverage in 
the so-called doughnut hole. That was 
part of the health care reform plan. So 
those who come to the floor asking for 
repeal of health care reform obviously 
want to repeal this check for senior 
citizens. I have not heard that said one 
time. 

I have also been waiting for the Re-
publicans who want to repeal health 
care reform to stand before the Senate 
and say, honestly, openly: We want to 
eliminate health care insurance cov-
erage for 30 million Americans who will 
have it for the first time in their 
lives—30 million uninsured Americans 
who will have health care insurance 
coverage because of health care reform. 
To repeal health care reform is to re-
peal that coverage for 30 million Amer-
icans. 

I have yet to hear the first Repub-
lican come to the floor and say they 
want to repeal extending health insur-
ance coverage and the peace of mind 
that comes with it. I am waiting for 
the first Republican who wants to re-
peal health care reform to stand before 
the Senate and say: We want to take 
away the power given in this health 
care reform to individuals so they can 
fight health care insurance companies 
that turn down coverage for families 
because of preexisting conditions. It 

happens every day in Illinois, in Or-
egon, in Arizona, in Kentucky. 

The bill we passed gives American 
families a fighting chance against 
those health insurance companies. 
Those who are calling for repeal want 
to take away the power of families to 
fight for health insurance coverage 
when they need it the most. 

I have yet to hear the first Repub-
lican who calls for repeal of health care 
reform go to families with kids in col-
lege and tell them: We oppose that pro-
vision in health care reform which ex-
tends family health insurance coverage 
for young people until they reach the 
age of 26. Those of us who have raised 
college-aged students know that is a 
blessing to have those kids—I call 
them kids—those young people under 
your family health care plan after they 
graduate from college until they reach 
the age of 26—a period of time when 
some of them are off taking a trip of a 
lifetime after graduation or looking for 
a job and do not have health insurance 
coverage. 

I can recall calling my daughter Jen-
nifer: ‘‘This is Dad. I am so happy you 
graduated from college. Do you have 
health insurance?’’ ‘‘Oh, Dad, I feel 
fine. You know, I’m healthy and 
strong.’’ ‘‘No, Jennifer. You need 
health insurance.’’ 

The law we passed, the health insur-
ance we passed, is going to give a fam-
ily coverage to protect their kids until 
the age of 26. Those who want to repeal 
it want to undo that provision. But I 
have yet to hear them say that on the 
floor. 

They have a different strategy. Sen-
ator DEMINT of South Carolina made it 
clear when the health care reform de-
bate started that the purpose of the 
Republican effort was to defeat health 
care reform. In his words: We want 
health care reform to be Barack 
Obama’s Waterloo in politics. He was 
very clear. They wanted the President 
to fail, they wanted health care reform 
to fail, and they still do. Their latest 
strategy was to stop the President 
from putting in place a person to run 
the program—someone who would try 
to make it work, someone who would 
look at the things we have done in Con-
gress and make sure they work in the 
real world. 

Last week, President Obama made a 
very sensible move, after waiting pa-
tiently for the Republicans to give us a 
chance to vote on a man to serve and 
to oversee Medicare and Medicaid as 
Administrator of CMS. His name is Dr. 
Donald Berwick. 

CMS has been without a permanent 
Administrator since 2006, and it is time 
this important position be held and 
filled for the good of American fami-
lies. This man, Dr. Berwick, is emi-
nently qualified for this role. He is a 
Harvard pediatrician and policy expert 
who was committed to improving 
health care long before our debate 

started and who today is one of the 
foremost experts and leaders in health 
care quality and patient safety. The 
President appointed him last week 
when we were gone because my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle, 
the Republicans, had made it clear 
they intended to elongate this debate 
on his appointment as long as possible, 
to rehash argument after argument in-
stead of just giving us an up-or-down 
vote to let this man serve the Nation 
and serve all of us who want quality 
health care. 

Rather than work in a bipartisan way 
to get things right, to make sure we 
implement the health care reform that 
is decades overdue, the Republicans 
took a political position and held to it. 
The President was right to come down 
on the side of helping American fami-
lies deal with health care rather than 
to engage in this never-ending political 
battle. 

The Republicans delayed Dr. Ber-
wick’s nomination by bringing up the 
same talking points and the same Re-
publican arguments we have heard 
again today and over and over again. 
They are entitled to their point of 
view, but Dr. Berwick is entitled to an 
up-or-down vote. The President decided 
he couldn’t wait any longer and made 
this recess appointment. 

By blocking nominees such as Dr. 
Berwick, the Republicans are blocking 
progress on improving health care in 
America. According to RollCall, a pub-
lication on Capitol Hill, the coordi-
nated Republican message is called sec-
ond opinion. I have seen some of my 
friends on the Republican side of the 
aisle come to the floor with large post-
ers that say ‘‘Second Opinion.’’ A Re-
publican Senate aide says the effort is 
intended ‘‘to draw attention to the 
consequences of the health care law 
that the White House hopes people 
miss.’’ 

Well, whose second opinion is this? It 
is the same opinion we have heard from 
Republicans from the start who con-
sistently voted against health care re-
form and refused—refused during the 
course of the debate—to put on the 
table any proposal which would extend 
health care coverage to 52 million un-
insured Americans, help to hold down 
the costs, and give people a fighting 
chance against health insurance com-
panies. Time and again, they criticized 
our efforts and never proposed a viable, 
comprehensive alternative. 

Starting this year, we know children 
will never again be excluded from 
health insurance because of a pre-
existing condition. That is in health 
care reform. Adults will no longer be 
dropped just because they get sick. 
Young adults will be allowed to stay on 
their parents’ plan, as I said earlier, 
until age 26. These are real changes we 
are going to see this year. That is the 
way it should be—health insurance 
that is there when you need it, not the 
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