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dangerous situations. On his most re-
cent deployment, he led the Second 
Battalion, Seventh Marines into Iraq 
to train and conduct operations with 
the Iraqi Security Forces. The 2d Bat-
talion, seventh Marines’ primary area 
of operations was Ramadi and west of 
the Euphrates River in Al Anbar prov-
ince. 

Throughout his career he has handed 
down from one marine to the next his 
excellent leadership skills. Colonel 
Skuta’s example will teach the next 
generation that will come to know the 
Marine Corps. Under Phil’s leadership, 
steady hand and sharp instincts, the 
USMC Senate liaison team has well 
served General Conway and all ma-
rines. The USMC liaison office has pro-
vided invaluable support for the Sen-
ate. 

While the U.S. Senate and Marine 
Corps are losing a valuable and trusted 
ally in this body, we wish Colonel 
Skuta well on his next assignment to 
be Director of the USMC Strategic Ini-
tiatives Group. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO AL SMITH 

∑ Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the exemplary work of Allen 
Smith, Jr., of Helena, MT. This week, 
Al will be awarded the American Asso-
ciation for Justice Partnership Award 
in recognition for his work as the exec-
utive director of the Montana Trial 
Lawyers Association. I commend Al for 
all his work on behalf of the justice 
system and Montana’s strong network 
of legal advocates. 

The mission of the American Asso-
ciation of Justice is ‘‘to promote a fair 
and effective justice system—and to 
support the work of attorneys in their 
efforts to ensure that any person who 
is injured by the misconduct or neg-
ligence of others can obtain justice in 
America’s courtrooms, even when tak-
ing on the most powerful interests.’’ I 
can think of no one that reflects this 
mission more than Al Smith. 

Since joining the team at the Mon-
tana Trial Lawyers Association in 1997, 
Al has shown a commitment to pro-
moting justice and fairness in our 
country’s legal system. His desire to 
serve MTLA comes from his respect for 
its members who, each day, work for 
justice by holding governments, cor-
porations, and other powers account-
able to individuals. As MTLA president 
Sydney McKenna wrote last year, ‘‘[Al] 
articulate[s] in a compelling way why 
the courts are necessary, that causes 
and damages are part of justice, and 
that justice matters.’’ 

During the past 13 years serving as 
the executive director of the Montana 
Association, Al has worked hard to rep-
resent the bar in both State and Fed-
eral matters. I have had the privilege 

of working with Al on a number of Fed-
eral initiatives and have always appre-
ciated Al’s thoughts on how Federal 
legislation could impact the rights of 
individuals in the legal system. 

Al also serves on the boards of direc-
tors for the National Association of 
Trial Lawyer Executives and 
A.W.A.R.E., a private, nonprofit orga-
nization providing quality, commu-
nity-based services for persons with 
disabilities. Al served as the executive 
director and attorney for the Montana 
Advocacy Program, which works to 
protect and advocate for the human, 
legal, and civil rights of Montanans 
with disabilities. In 2009, Al was award-
ed the Montana Trial Lawyers Associa-
tions Public Service Award. Al re-
ceived the Annual Award for Advocacy 
from the National Association for 
Rights Protection and Advocacy in 
1991. He received his bachelor’s in polit-
ical science from Montana State Uni-
versity and his juris doctor from the 
Hastings College of the Law at the Uni-
versity of California. 

As a lifelong Montanan, Al has a deep 
appreciation for the State and all it 
has to offer. In his spare time, Al en-
joys to hunt, fish, kayak, and climb 
Montana’s beautiful mountains. Al is 
married to Marilyn, who was born and 
raised in Anaconda, and together they 
have two children—daughter Kait and 
son Ben. 

I again congratulate Al for his rec-
ognition by the American Association 
for Justice.∑ 
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REMEMBERING PHILLIP ORTIZ 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of Los Angeles County 
Highway Patrol Officer Phillip Ortiz. 
Officer Ortiz, a 28-year veteran of the 
Los Angeles County Highway Patrol, 
died on June 22, 2010, from being struck 
by a vehicle while in the line of duty. 
His loss should remind us all of the 
very serious dangers that our law en-
forcement personnel face every day as 
they do their jobs. I would like to take 
a few moments to recognize Officer 
Phillip Ortiz’s life. 

Officer Ortiz grew up in Santa 
Monica, CA, and joined the California 
Highway Patrol in August 1982 at the 
age of 21. Soon after, he successfully 
completed motorcycle training and in 
1982 was eventually transferred to the 
West Los Angeles area where he re-
mained for the rest of his career. He 
loved riding motorcycles both profes-
sionally and in his personal time. Offi-
cer Ortiz had a distinguished career 
and was very dedicated to the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol. 

I invite all of my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing and honoring Officer 
Phillip Ortiz for his leadership and 
dedication to the safety of over 10 mil-
lion Los Angeles County residents. He 
is survived by his wife and childhood 

sweetheart, Jessica; his parents, Irene 
and Claude Clauser; and his sister, 
Anna, to whom I send my heartfelt 
condolence. Officer Ortiz leaves a last-
ing legacy of service.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO OFELIA VALDEZ- 
YEAGER 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize the career accom-
plishments and service of Ofelia 
Valdez-Yeager as she retires from her 
position as chief administrative liaison 
to the Riverside County Super-
intendent of Schools. 

Ofelia—a native of Tayoltita, Du-
rango, Mexico—immigrated with her 
family to the United States in 1958. Al-
though she began first grade as a non- 
English-speaker, she completed the 
school year at the top of her class—re-
alizing her parents’ high expectations 
for the academic achievement of their 
10 children, even though they them-
selves had been educated only at the el-
ementary level in Mexico. 

Ofelia was admitted to the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside—UCR—in 
1965 as one of the initial group of five 
Educational Opportunity Program— 
EOP—students. After graduating in 
1969 with a bachelor’s degree in Span-
ish and completing the requirements 
for an elementary teaching credential 
in 1971, she embarked upon a profes-
sional career that has included work as 
an Upward Bound tutor and counselor, 
high school counseling assistant, ele-
mentary school teacher, bilingual re-
source teacher, and consultant for sev-
eral public agencies. 

In 1992 Ofelia was elected to serve as 
the first Latina trustee on the River-
side Unified School District Board; she 
was later elected vice president of this 
same body. She expanded her commit-
ment to public service by accepting a 
part-time position as administrative 
assistant to the mayor—focusing her 
expertise and energies on youth, edu-
cation, and crime issues. She also 
served as executive assistant to the su-
perintendent of the Riverside Unified 
School District. 

In addition to her current respon-
sibilities as chief administrative liai-
son, Ofelia also serves on boards and 
committees of a number of local agen-
cies and organizations, including the 
United Way, Concilio Child Develop-
ment Centers, Fiesta de la Familia, 
Mission Inn Foundation, Raincross 
Group, Riverside County Library Foun-
dation, Riverside Library and Museum 
Taskforce, UCR Medical School Com-
munity Advisory, Riverside Commu-
nity College Foundation, Hispanic Edu-
cation Foundation, and the Riverside 
County Sheriff’s Commission on Re-
cruiting, Retention, and Diversity. As 
founder of the Latina Women’s Health 
Forum, as one of three founders of the 
Latina Network, and as a strong influ-
ence behind the Nati Fuentes Centro de 
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