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to leave that type of grandstanding to 
others like Matt Lauer and ‘‘The 
Today Show’’ and nationally circulated 
magazines with millions of subscribers. 

Eden Prairie has been my family’s 
home for close to 20 years. It’s the 
place that I represented in the Min-
nesota State legislature, and now in 
Congress—and I can’t think of a more 
deserving honor than being named The 
Best Place to Live in America. 

f 

BEWARE OF SPECIAL SESSIONS 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, if I were tonight addressing the peo-
ple of this country, I would say: beware 
of special sessions. We’re not going to 
accomplish much between now and 
when we get out of here for the elec-
tion in November. And the reason we’re 
not is because of my Democrat col-
leagues, many of whom realize that 
they’re probably not going to be re-
elected. 

And so the President and the major-
ity in this body and the other body are 
going to wait until the election is over 
and they’re going to call a special ses-
sion. And when they call that special 
session, they’re going to try to ram 
through things such as cap-and-trade, 
which is going to cost every family in 
this country about $4,000 more for util-
ity bills. They’re going to try to ram 
through a bunch of tax increases and a 
whole lot of other things that are bad 
for the United States of America and 
all the people in this country. 

And so if I were talking to the Amer-
ica people tonight, I’d say: Call your 
Congressman, call your Senator, and 
call the President and say, We don’t 
want anything being rammed through 
by people who are out of office between 
November and January of next year. 

f 

HONORING THE SACRIFICE OF PRI-
VATE FIRST CLASS CLAY 
MCGARRAH 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of America’s brav-
est, Private First Class Clay McGarrah, 
who sacrificed his life in Afghanistan 
on our Nation’s birthday in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Private 
First Class McGarrah, also a specialist 
in the United States Army, was a life-
long resident of Arkansas’ Third Dis-
trict, where he attended Harrison High 
School. His loved ones describe 
McGarrah as a hardworking hero be-
fore he ever made his free choice to 
join the United States Army. 

In addition to being described as a 
joy who brought happiness to the loved 

ones around him, McGarrah was also 
extremely patriotic and sacrificed him-
self for his life’s passion for the mili-
tary and our great Nation. Specialist 
McGarrah was assigned to C Company, 
2nd Battalion, 508th Parachute Infan-
try Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division 
in Fort Bragg, North Carolina. He de-
ployed to Afghanistan in June. 

Private First Class Clay McGarrah 
made the ultimate sacrifice for his 
country at the young age of 20. He is a 
true America hero. I ask my colleagues 
to keep his family and friends in their 
thoughts and prayers during this very 
difficult time, and I humbly offer my 
appreciation and gratitude to this 
American hero for his selfless service 
to the security and well-being of our 
country. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

BANKROLLING THE ENEMY? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, a gen-
tleman from my district, Will Bennett 
of Santa Rosa, recently wrote a letter 
to the editor of the Santa Rosa Press 
Democrat and made an excellent point. 
He noted that Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai had said of the Taliban, ‘‘They 
are not the enemy. They are the sons 
of this land.’’ As Mr. Bennett points 
out, then who is the enemy? ‘‘Is this a 
pretend war,’’ he asks. 

How can we possibly win a war in 
which our chief ally doesn’t share our 
vision of who is the enemy? But then 
you realize that maybe the U.S. ap-
proach to the Taliban is closer to 
Karzai’s than we’d be comfortable ad-
mitting. Because in certain respects 
we’re treating them more like a vendor 
than like an enemy. It turns out our 
own contracting practices in Afghani-
stan may actually be putting money in 
the hands of the very Taliban insur-
gents we’re trying to drive from the 
country—the very people who are kill-
ing our troops, the very organization 
that provided safe haven for al Qaeda 
to plot 9/11. 

My distinguished colleague from 
Massachusetts (Mr. TIERNEY) and his 
Government Oversight Subcommittee 
recently completed a shocking report 
based on a 6-month investigation, 
which provides the details. At a cost, 
Madam Speaker, of more than $2 bil-
lion, the Pentagon outsources the re-
sponsibility for shipping supplies to 
U.S. troops. And the contractor, unbur-
dened by any meaningful government 
oversight, has been paying off a shad-

owy cabal of warlords, strongmen, and 
corrupt officials in order to guarantee 
security on Afghan roads. 

The evidence is strong that the high-
way warlords are, in turn, paying pro-
tection money to the Taliban, who con-
trol many of the routes. Mr. TIERNEY 
calls this, ‘‘Warlord, Inc.: Extortion 
and Corruption Along the U.S. Supply 
Chain in Afghanistan.’’ And perhaps 
most disturbing of all, Madam Speak-
er, is the Department of Defense appar-
ently has long been aware of this and 
hasn’t done a thing about it. 

As Mr. TIERNEY points out, at a time 
when communities here at home are 
crying out for investment in schools, 
hospitals, and other infrastructure, it’s 
galling to think that American tax-
payer dollars are supporting the kind 
of thuggery in Afghanistan that is 
quite possibly endangering our troops. 
It’s bad enough, Madam Speaker, that 
the American people are being asked to 
pay for our failed war. Now it appears 
that they’re being asked to pay for the 
wrong side. 

Madam Speaker, we simply cannot 
sustain a counterterrorism strategy 
that has us doing business, however in-
directly, with the terrorists them-
selves. It’s illogical and it’s uncon-
scionable. This is just one more piece 
of evidence that this war is failing the 
American people, undermining instead 
of advancing our national security ob-
jectives. It’s time for a radical change 
in our policy. It’s time to bring our 
troops home. 

f 

b 1910 

STAFF SERGEANT EDWARDO 
LOREDO—AMERICAN SOLDIER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
DAHLKEMPER). Under a previous order 
of the House, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
it’s my solemn honor tonight to pay 
tribute to an American hero and a son 
of Texas killed in Afghanistan in serv-
ice to our country. 

Staff Sergeant Edwardo Loredo died 
in Afghanistan supporting Operation 
Enduring Freedom. Edwardo was killed 
by injuries sustained when an IED was 
detonated near his dismounted patrol. 
Madam Speaker, IEDs are the way the 
cowards of the desert fight against our 
Americans. Sergeant Loredo was just 
34 years of age, and it was just one day 
before his 35th birthday when he gave 
his life for our Nation. 

This great American warrior was 
born and raised in Houston, Texas. He 
was an Army Airborne soldier. 
Edwardo served combat tours in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan and was with C 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 508th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Air-
borne out of Fort Bragg. 

Now the 82nd Airborne Division has 
had its share of famous soldiers, from 
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